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IS HEALING PART OF

THE ATONEMENT?
by Evangelist David Cloud (continued)

We’ve been looking at the history of the modern neo-
Pentecostal movement, specifically the people who led it into
prominence during in the last 150 years or so. Further, we’ve also
talked about the fact that:

1. THE HEALING OF CALVARY IS, FIRST AND
FOREMOST, SPIRITUAL HEALING

2. THE PHYSICAL ASPECT OF SALVATION
PERTAINS TO RESURRECTION; IT IS A FUTURE
HOPE NOT A PRESENT REALITY

3. THE HEALING MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLES
WAS UNIQUE: IT WAS TO AUTHENTICATE
THEIR WORK

4. GOD DID NOT ALWAYS HEAL, EVEN IN THE
FIRST CENTURY

5. CHARISMATIC HEALERS CANNOT HEAL
THEMSELVES

and last time, we began looking at how -

6. FAITH HEALERS CANNOT HEAL OTHERS
There are many, many examples we could cite, but let’s look at
one of the most famous modern “faith healers” -

ORAL ROBERTS - Oral Roberts was one of the pioneers of the
“ fa i t h  h ea l in g”
movement, but his
ministry has been
examined by faithful
men of God and has
been proven bogus.
W e  o f f e r  t h e
testimony of Pastor
Carroll Stegall, Jr.,
pastor of the Pryor
Street Presbyterian

Church in Atlanta, Georgia. This is told by David Edwin Harrell,
Jr., in his biography of Roberts:

Probably the most damaging religious attack on Oral ever
published appeared in the Presbyterian Outlook in 1955. The
article, written by Carroll R. Stegall, Jr., pastor of the Pryor Street
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, Georgia, was later republished in
a widely circulated tract. It was Stegall’s tract which preceded
Oral to Australia and fanned opposition to him.

Stegall’s curiosity was piqued by the March 1952 issue of

Healing Waters, which featured a cover picture of “three great

medical doctors congratulating Oral Roberts.” Stegall and Donald
Grey Barnhouse, noted conservative Presbyterian pastor in
Philadelphia, addressed an inquiry to the American Medical
Association that “brought the answer from their bureau of
investigation that not one of the men mentioned ... could be
identified as doctors of medicine ... One of the three men was
found operating in Phoenix as a ‘naturopathic physician’
[meaning he was not a licensed medical doctor]. No organization
headed by ‘Dr. J.H. Miller, outstanding medical doctor and
president of a medial society of over 20,000 physicians,’ was
discovered.”

Stegall later attended a number of campaigns, interviewed
Oral, and did some follow-up interviews with those who had
passed through the healing line. He concluded that Oral was not
“as bad as some others in the miracle business,” but found no
basis to support his claims. “I have never seen a vestige of
change. I challenge any honest investigator to follow my
technique and see whether his findings do not agree with mine.”
Stegall concluded: “So far from glorifying God with this they (the
healing evangelists) cause His name to be blasphemed by the
world by their excesses. So far from curing, they often kill. Far
from blessing, their arrival in a city is rather a curse, a misery, a
racket, a destruction of faith in simple people” (David Edwin
Harrell, Jr., Oral Roberts: An American Life, Bloomington,
Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1985, pp. 163,164).

Stegall’s assessment was followed by other reports which
demonstrated the duplicity of Roberts’ ministry:

Writer John Kobler interviewed two individuals
recommended to him by Roberts as “the most striking instances
of cures” and reported that while both believed themselves
healed, one had never visited a physician, and the other had
subsequently undergone surgery to remove a cancer. W.E. Mann
reported that a Toronto, Canada physician had examined thirty
persons who passed through Oral’s healing line and found no case
of healing “that could not be explained, in terms of psychological
shock or straight hysteria.” At least one had died. Oral’s critics
repeatedly charged that he “covered up his failures,” particularly
because the television tapes were edited to show only the most
favorable cases (Harrell, Oral Roberts: An American Life, p. 164).

Further evidence of the lack of curative power in Roberts’
ministry lies in the disasters which have occurred during his
“healing” campaigns:

But, save for the debacle in Australia, no single evening in
Oral Roberts’s crusading career left deeper memories than the



evening of Sunday, September 10, 1950, in Amarillo, Texas. ...
On Sunday evening, September 10, the tent was once again filled
to its capacity of about 7,000. Four hundred people had just
answered the altar call when a rumbling, hail-filled thunderstorm
suddenly engulfed the tent. ... As the crowd sang “When the
Saints Go Marching In,” the light suddenly faded out, and the tent
lifted toward the sky like a kite, pulling the huge aluminum poles
aloft. The tent then began to rip and settled slowly down on the
audience ... By midnight, news reports confirmed that about fifty
people had been hospitalized (Harrell, Ibid., p. 108).

This event would not be strange except for the claims Roberts
makes about healing in the power of Jesus Christ. Though
Roberts was present and prayed for some of the injured, all of
those hurt in this disaster were carried to hospitals and healed by
doctors, not by faith healer Roberts. Many other disasters
followed in the train of the Amarillo storm:

In 1951, an Alabama businessman died while attending a
Roberts campaign in Atlanta. ... In 1955, the death of an elderly
Indian, Jonas Rider, during Oral’s campaign in Calgary, Canada
occurred, according to the local press, “in the evangelist’s tent
surrounded by converts and followers of the cult.” ... The
following January, Mary Ida Buddington Vonderscher, who had
appeared the year before on Oral’s television program in the
healing line, returned to testify of her healing of cancer, but she
died in her California only twelve hours after her testimony was
aired. The year 1959 was particularly beset by tragedy. In
January, a sixty-four-year-old California man died of a heart
attack during a campaign in Oakland Auditorium. Then, in May,
death struck twice in a campaign in Fayetteville, North Carolina.
First, a three-year-old girl died under the tent in her parents’ arms
while waiting for the service to begin. ... The next evening an
elderly Indian woman died on her way to the campaign, causing
a local physician to issue a warning against “moving critically ill
patients to a faith healer.” Finally, in July 1959, in a case which
seemed to pose the most serious ethical questions about religious
healing, a woman “threw away her insulin” in the belief that she
had been healed in a Roberts campaign, and she died in a Detroit
hospital (Harrell, Oral Roberts: An American Life, pp. 164,165).

Again, we do not think it strange that people die in Christian
meetings. It is appointed unto men to die. The problem is that
Roberts teaches that it is always God’s will to heal. Consider
again what he says about this:

“For the knowledge of the truth look toward Jesus of Nazareth
who himself took our infirmities and bear our sicknesses. If Jesus
took our sicknesses we need not bear them any longer. Sickness
is part of the curse and Jesus came to destroy the curse. He
suffered in our stead because he did not want us to suffer disease.
He took our specific diseases and infirmities upon his own
sinless, perfect body in complete payment for the penalty of sin.
... I know it is God’s highest wish for you to be in health. ...
Sickness is not part of God’s plan and not devised by God’s will”
(Oral Roberts, “Why I know that God wants to heal you,”
Abundant Life, Sept. 1976).

Not only has Roberts been unable to heal strangers, he has
been unable to heal his own family.

The last two decades have been marked by tragedy in the
Roberts family. His daughter Rebecca and her husband Marshall
Nash were killed in an airplane crash in 1977. His son Richard
and daughter-in-law Patti, who were being groomed to take over
the ministry, were divorced in 1979. [Richard remarried an Oral
Roberts University law student 10 months later and continued to
work with Oral in the ministry until Oral’s death.] Three years
later, his rebellious older son Ronnie committed suicide. And [in
1984], his 10th grandchild - the son of Richard and his second
wife, Lindsay, and the only heir to be named after him - died two
days after birth (Harrell, Oral Roberts: An American Life, pp.
343-347).

We want our readers to understand that we are not gloating
over the tragedies which have befallen Oral Roberts. These are
sad things, and there is no joy in relating them. The reason we do
so is that he has made claims that must be taken seriously. If

healing truly IS in the atonement, if special healing powers DO
belong to Christians today, if God wills that the Christian be

healthy and prosperous, if sickness is NEVER God’s will, such
will be evident in the reality of the Christian life. These facts from

Roberts’ own life, though, show that such things are not true. His
life witnesses the same problems, the same sicknesses, the same
afflictions which befall Christians which do not believe
Pentecostal-healing doctrine, who believe in a cessation of the
sign gifts.

God has not promised health and prosperity, and it is
wickedness and confusion, therefore, for man to make such
promises.

- for more on this subject, visit Bro. Cloud’s website: www.wayoflife.org



AND THE PEOPLE CAME... 
Week of January 2, 2011

Sunday School -------------------------------------------------- 17
Sunday Morning Service --------------------------------------- 37
Sunday Evening Service ---------------------------------------- 32
Wed. Evening, 01/05/11 Service ---------------------------- 29

NURSERY MINISTRY WORKERS FOR THIS WEEK

10:50 a.m. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1: Mary Byars

Cradle Roll 2: Larry Byars 

6:30 p.m. Service ----------- Cradle Roll 1: LeAnna White

Cradle Roll 2: Seth White

Wed. Evening Service ----- Volunteers Needed! 

Church Directory
Todd W. White ------------------------------------------------------------------- Pastor

Mickie  Shatwell ---------------------------------------------------------------- Pianist

Dickie Eberle ----------------------------------------------------- Greeter, Custodian

Larry Mathews, Caryn Quinnelly, Todd W. White -------------– S.S. Teachers

La r ry  & M a ry Bya rs ,  Br ia n & C ha r i ty  Crawford ,

Dwayne English, Lou & Vicki Martin -------------------------------  Outreach

Flowers --------------------------------------------------- Hannah and Shirley White

INSURANCE FUND REPORT THIS MONTH:  
Monthly Requirement ------------------------------------- $   273.08
Amount Received since 01/02/11 ----------------------- $       0.00

Amount Still Needed By 02/06/11: $   273.08

AND THE PEOPLE GAVE... 
Week of January 2, 2010

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $  1,230.00

Lottie Moon Offering for International Missions -- $       54.00

      Total Received for Week of 01/01/11: $  1,284.00

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed
to operate the church EACH WEEK,

 as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1. Admit that you are a sinner.
2. Admit that God says all sins must be

paid for.
3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon

Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all
your sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and
sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith
the Lord Jesus Christ, who can save you from
the penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in
a simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His
promise to save you, and thank Him for His
salvation. 

INSURANCE FUND REPORT FOR NOVEMBER: 

Monthly Requirement ------------------------------------- $   273.08
Amount Received during the month --------------------- $     15.04

Amount Short for Month:              - $   258.04

Please Remember To
Be Faithful to Give!

As with everything else, the costs of keeping a church

going never go down - they always go up. Bills wait for no
one, and churches are no exception to this. An extra,
sacrificial gift today by everyone present would go a long
way...

We encourage all of our membership to practice
obedience to God by being faithful every payday to give
back to Him His tithe (10%). If every family in our church

would practice this one simple discipline, we would never

have weeks where we have to put off paying some bills until

the following week! 

Everything is expensive, especially for a small church
like ours, but ours is a BIG God, and He LOVES to bless
His children when they are obedient to Him! 

If you are already a tither, we thank you, and encourage
you to also give offerings as well. If you’re currently not 

tithing, won’t you please start today - OK?  Thank you.


