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Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. - Psalm 81:10
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hese words were addressed by God to the Congregation of Israel. There is nothing in the
connection in which they are found that particularly demands explanation. I would, therefore,
proceed at once to say, that this promise and injunction being addressed to Israel, was also, of
course, addressed to individual believers in the Church Age. Whenever a promise or an injunction
is applicable to God’s people, it is also applicable to each individual believer. This reveals to us the
principle on which God deals with his people; the spirit, then, of what is here written is ever more
true. In briefly considering this subject, I propose to inquire,

I. WHAT THIS LANGUAGE MEANS?
II. WHAT IT IMPLIES?
III. WHAT IS ITS RELATION TO OUR RESPONSIBILITIES?
I. What this language means? Of course it is figurative language - Open thy mouth wide and I will fill it. Does it mean
literally to open the mouth wide, and that he will fill it with something, without giving us to understand what? I am the Lord thy
God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt. This was addressed to the saints of old, and the spirit of it is addressed to the
saints in all ages. It is said in the eighth verse, Hear, 0 my people, and I will testify unto thee: O Israel, if thou wilt hearken unto
me; there shall be no strange God in thee; neither shalt thou worship any strange God. I am the Lord thy God which brought thee
out of the land of Egypt. Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. The language, then, is figurative, and is to be understood
1. As an injunction, on the part of God, to ask of him great things. The injunction is not only, Open thy mouth, but open
it wide; open it fully, to its utmost capacity; by which it is to be understood that we are to ask of God great things, as great as we
can conceive. We are merely creatures, and therefore our conceptions are low, and the spirit of the injunction tells us that we should
ask as great things of our heavenly Father, as, with our finite powers, we can conceive--who is able to do for us abundantly above
all that we can ask or think. Let the request be ever so great, he can grant it. In your petitions to him, therefore, Open thy mouth wide,
ask for things as great as you can conceive.
2. But another thing we are to understand by this language is, that, of course, we are to expect those great things for which we
ask. We are required to ask believingly, in expectation that he will give the things which we ask.
3. The spirit of this injunction also means that we are to attempt to accomplish great things for God. We are to ask earnestly,
to ask largely, to ask perseveringly, in order that we may honour and glorify him; and here, I might add, we are to understand that
all our petitions must be addressed in the name of Christ, from right motives. I pass to notice,
II. What is implied in this injunction - Open thy mouth wide. This is the injunction, and then the promise is, and I will fill it.
1. We say this language implies that God is interested in us? What should move him to say this to his people if he is not
interested in them? Why should he enjoin it upon us to open our mouth wide, and ask of him great things, if he had no interest in
us? We say, then, this language must surely imply, for some reason or other, he has great interest in his Church, and, of course, in
each individual composing that Church.
(continued inside)

2. It implies that he is interested in that which he requires
us to do. That he is interested in giving us the great things which
he has promised, and in our possessing them, to enable us to do
what he requires of us.
3. It implies that he does not require us to make brick
without straw. He does not require great things of his people,
without promising them the grace to help them in the
performance of that which he requires of them. But he does
require many and great things of his people. He requires them to
go forth to the conquest of the world; and many other things he
requires of them in the various relations that they sustain to the
world and to society.
Now, you must not complain that you cannot
accomplish what is required of you, that you cannot do this or
that, because of your littleness and insufficiency, for God says,
open your mouth wide, for ability to do his will, and he will fill
it; he will enable you to do what is required of you. I say, then,
that this language implies his interest in us personally, and that he
is greatly interested in giving us the things for which we ask,, for
he is quite able, out of his fulness, to supply all our need, to give
us everything we want to enable us to accomplish everything he
requires of us. Here, I might say, this language is addressed to
different classes of individuals, who maintain particular relations
in life, as being applicable to special and particular circumstances.
For example, it is addressed to magistrates, to ministers,
to parents, and to private Christians. Whatever the circumstance
in which you may be placed, the language is in relation to your
particular wants - Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. It is of
great importance, therefore, for every one to understand that God
is interested in each individual, whatever relation he may happen
to sustain. He takes all things into account; He places us in the
various relations that we sustain, and therefore He must be
interested in us, and is able to make his grace sufficient for us, to
enable us to do all that is required of us, and that we may honor
and glorify His name. People can never be too well assured of
this: I am Jehovah, thy God. What is implied in that? Thy God.
Open thy mouth, therefore, wide, and I will fill it. These words
apply to every individual, in all the relations of life.
Now, my dear hearers, think of what your relations are;
think of your circumstances; think of the peculiar trials,
difficulties, and responsibilities, that you are called upon to
sustain; and the duties you are called upon to perform - no matter
what they be. Only understand God as addressing you by name
- old and young, rich and poor, influential or otherwise - whether
you sustain great public relations, are called to perform great
public duties, have laid upon you great public responsibility, or
more private, no matter - only understand God as saying to you,
under your identical circumstances, I am Jehovah, thy God:
Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. He is interested in your
maintaining these responsibilities in a manner worthy of him, as
being His children.
I have often thought of the greatness of men's unbelief. The
unbelief of many is so great that they entirely overlook the secret
depths of meaning that the promises of God contain, and stumble

at some of the plainest things in the Bible.
Suppose the King of England should send his son to
travel on the Continent, or in America, and should say to
him—Now, son, you are going among strangers, remember your
great responsibilities: you are my son, and you are my
representative; when the people see you they will form an opinion
of me, and they will estimate my character very much by yours,
as a natural consequence. Now, remember, wherever you are,
that the eyes of the people are upon you, and my honor is
concerned in your behavior. I have great interest in you; first,
because you are my son; and second, because you are to be my
representative among those who do not know me personally. I
am, therefore, greatly concerned that you should not
misrepresent me. For particular and weighty reasons, therefore,
I want you to conduct yourself like a prince, and that you may do
so, you shall always have the means. Remember never to exercise
any kind of economy that will disgrace your father, and the
nation whom you represent - draw upon me liberally. Of course,
you will not squander needlessly upon your lusts, for such
conduct would disgrace yourself and dishonor me: but what you
want represent fully the Sovereign of England you can have.
Draw largely; always remember this!
Now, observe, God has placed His people here in a
world of strangers to him. He has placed them in various
relations, and He has admonished them to remember that they are
His children, and that they are also His representatives in this
world. God says to them, I have placed you in these relations, that
you may honor me; I love you as my own children; I have given
my Son to redeem you, and thus I have proved my personal
regard for you. I am always desirous that you should walk worthy
of the high vocation wherewith ye are called. Remember, you are
my representatives in the midst of a rebellious world; therefore,
let your light so shine before men, that others, seeing your good
works, may glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Now, this is a correct view to take of this subject. It is
God's own interest in us that leads him to tell us to ask largely of
him. The fact is, that His intrinsic regard for us as our Father, as
His redeemed children, is very great; yes, indeed, in every point
of view, He has the deepest interest in us. Now, that we may not
dishonor him, He tells us that He will give us grace to meet all
our responsibilities, and discharge our duties. Open your mouths
wide, He says, and I will fill them. I will supply all your needs,
I am glad to do it; I shall delight to do it; I am interested in doing
it; now, never you forget this. Ask largely enough, ask
confidently enough, and ask perseveringly enough, to meet all
your wants. Now, I suppose that no one is disposed to call in
question the truth of any of these principles.
4. Again: These words, Open thy mouth wide, and I will
fill it, implies that provision is made to supply our wants, and that
God's capability is so great, that He does not at all fear that we
shall need anything, or be able to conceive of anything, beyond
his power to grant. Hence, He tells us that His grace is sufficient
for us. Observe, He does not caution us not to ask too much, but
He tells us here, as in many other parts of the Bible, to make our

requests unlimited - Ask what you will, and it shall be done unto
you. Of course, it means, what you will, for a right reason, and
not for a selfish and improper reason.
5. Another thing is implied in this - that we are not
straightened at all in Him. It is not intended that we should
hesitate to accomplish anything which He requires of us, we are
not straightened in Him, for he says, Open thy mouth wide, and
I will fill it. In any of the circumstances, or relations in which we
may ever be placed, or whatever we may be called upon to
accomplish, we are never to regard ourselves as straightened in
him. If He requires his people to go forth to the conquest of the
world, they are abundantly able to take possession of the land.
We are to have confidence in Him, and to take possession of it in
His name and in His strength. If He tells us to compass the city
and blow with the ram's horns, the walls of Jericho shall surely
tumble down - there is no mistake about it. In this injunction and
promise is implied that if we fail in anything to perfectly
represent or obey Him in every respect, and in all things to be and
do what He requires of us, the fault is not His but ours - it is not
to be resolved into the mysterious sovereignty of God, for the
fault is ours. If we fail, it is not because God, by any arbitrary
sovereignty, withheld the power, but because as a matter of fact
in the possession of our liberty, we failed to believe and
appropriate the promises!
6. This injunction and promise implies that God considers
Himself honored by the largeness of our requests. If we ask but
a trifling thing, it shows that we find ourselves either unable or
unwilling to expect or believe any great thing of Him. What does
it imply when persons ask small favors of God? why, I know very
well what people say - that they are so unworthy that they cannot
expect to get any very great things in answer to their poor
requests. But is this real humility, or is it a voluntary humility?
Is it a commendable state of mind? - Our prayers are so poor, are
so unworthy, that we cannot expect to receive much in answer
to them, and therefore, we have not confidence enough to ask
great things, and so we only ask for small things that we may
without presumption expect to receive. Is this a right disposition
of mind? This is that voluntary humility which God denounces:
it is self-righteousness.
What state of mind must that individual be in, who,
instead of measuring his requests by the greatness of God's
mercies, the greatness of His promises and the largeness of His
heart, shall measure them by his own worthiness or
unworthiness? Why, the fact is, if an individual will measure his
requests by such a standard, he will ask nothing better than hell,
and he may expect nothing better. This is applicable to all men in
all ages, if they make themselves the standard of their requests.
But - if we are to rely upon God's promises, God's
faithfulness, God's abounding grace in Christ Jesus, and God's
eternal love, then there are infinite blessings in store for His
people, and which the goodness of His heart is trying to force
upon them. Then, pray, what has our great unworthiness to do,
only to commend us to God's grace and mercy? Whenever,
therefore, we ask great things of God, and expect great things

from Him, we honor Him, inasmuch as we say, Lord, although
we are infinitely unholy and unworthy of Thy blessings, yet we
judge not of what Thou art willing to give us, measured by our
unworthiness, but by Thine own wonderful love to the world, as
shown in the gift of Thine own and well-beloved Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ: therefore we will not ask small things of so great a
God - we will ask great things, because it is in Thine heart to give
them, and Thou findest it more blessed to give than we do to
receive. Now, it is by this sort of confidence that we honor God.
But, to take another view of the subject, ask scantily,
sparingly, for fear of overtaxing or overburdening God. What a
mean, low, and contemptible view this is of God! Suppose the
prince, of whom we spoke just now, had been very sparing in his
drafts upon his father; suppose that he drew only five or ten
dollars at a time; the strangers among whom he was living would
have noticed it, they would have said, What can it mean? why
does he not draw more? how is he so poor? Is his father so
penurious or so poor? Thus dishonor would be brought upon his
father and his country, because the prince drew so sparingly when
he might have had plenty.
Now, God has sent His children to this land, and He
has told them that they are the light of the world, the salt of the
earth, a city that is set upon a hill; and He says, Let your light
shine, show yourselves worthy of your heavenly Parent. Now,
suppose that from a want of confidence, or for some other reason,
they draw very sparingly - everybody will see that they get but
little from God in answer to prayer. A miserable, lean, famishing
supply is all they get from their heavenly Father. There is but a
slight spiritual distinction between them and the world in which
they live, they have so little grace, so little faith, so little of
anything that it might be supposed natural for God to provide for
His children. And is this honorable to God? What - profess to be
children of God, and never realize your high distinction! Living
in a world of rebels, having no more grace than you have, you
never thought of the dishonor you bring upon God. What do you
think of your Father? and do you think that God your Father is
satisfied? To see you, people would think you had no Father, that
you were poor orphans: and yet God says, Open thy mouth wide,
and I will fill it; ask of me such things as you need. Why, then,
do you go about in such a miserable condition? Why live at such
a dying rate, always in doubt, darkness and trouble? Do you not
know that I am the Lord your God, and that if you open your
mouth wide, I will fill it? Now, brethren, is not this true? Is this
some new-fangled doctrine not taught in the Bible? Or is it true
that professors generally have infinitely misconceived this matter,
not understanding what God requires of them, or that they have
dishonored Him in the highest degree by such conduct. They the
light of the world! Why, their lamps are gone out, they cannot get
any oil; and if they could, they have got no money to buy it with!
Why is your lamp gone out? Has God your Father failed
to send you a remittance? At all events, the lamp's gone out, and
left you in obscure darkness - a worldly spirit has come over you!
What is the matter? You have been going by little and little, till
you have lost almost all confidence in God, and scarcely expect

to receive anything from Him in answer to your prayers. I don't
know how it is with you brethren, you are all strangers to me, but
I know that the great mass of professors are in this miserably low
state, and they seem neither to know that they dishonor God by
their conduct, or that God is ready and willing to give them
abundance of grace, if they will believingly seek for it.
7. Of course, if God considers Himself honored by the
largeness of our requests, it must be upon the condition that we
really have confidence in Him, and expect to receive those things
which we ask for. If we should ask great things in words but not
mean what we ask, or expect to receive answers to our petitions,
we do not honor God, but dishonor him by mocking him. Always
observe, and remember this: a man that really does expect the
great things that he asks of God in faith, and from right
motives, will receive them. Those that honor God, God will
honor.
8. I remark, in the next place, that God regards Himself as
honored by all things which we may, in His name, accomplish.
Not only by our asking of Him great things, but by our
attempting great things in His name. Suppose a man goes forth in
the name of the Lord Jesus to carry the Gospel to those who are
in darkness, believing what Jesus has said, Lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world. Suppose that in this
confidence he attempts great things, and aims at the conquest of
cities and nations, the greater his aims in God's name and
strength, so much the greater is the honor that redounds to God.
He goes forth relying on God, as God's servant, as God's child, to
accomplish great things in His name and strength, - Why God
considers Himself as honored by this.
The same is true of the attainments of His children, God
considers Himself as honored by their high attainments, and
dishonored by their low attainments. Honored in the fact that
their graces so shine forth that it shall be seen by all around that
they have partaken largely of his Spirit. Exalted piety is
honorable to God, the manifestation of great grace and spirituality
of mind, and God is greatly honored by the fruits of righteousness
that they bring forth. Christ himself says, Herein is my Father
glorified that ye bring forth much fruit. Ministers should be
greatly fruitful. They should bring forth the fruits of the Spirit in
their tempers, in their lives, in the strength of their faith, and
labors of love.
Can you doubt that God has great interest in all these
things? Indeed his great desire, that you should bring forth fruit
to his glory, is shown in the fact that He says, Open thy mouth
wide, and I will fill it. And it must imply, also, that He is greatly
dishonored by the opposite of all this. Professors who have but
little faith, make but feeble efforts, and have but very little to
distinguish them from the world around them. Nothing can be
more offensive to God than for His professed servants to have so
little confidence in Him, which causes them to ask sparingly, and
to receive sparingly. It must be admitted, I suppose, that the
conceptions of the generality of professors are very low - they
expect but small things of God; but this is dishonorable to God,
as I have said, and He is endeavoring by every possible means to

encourage our faith.
At one time he will go into the nursery, where the
mother is with her children, and say, Mother, if thy son should
ask for bread, would you give him a stone? or if he should ask a
fish, would you give him a serpent? or if he should ask an egg,
would you give him a scorpion to sting him to death? The mother
is surprised, and can scarcely contain herself. Well, he says, I did
not suppose you would do so; but if these things would be far
from you - if you would by no means do them, and feel indignant
at the bare suggestion of the possibility of such a thing, 'how
much more will your heavenly Father give good things to them
that ask him?'
How much? Why, as much as He is better than you
are. A parent has no higher happiness than to give his little ones
what they ask for, if it is for their good. A father or a mother
purchase some dainty thing; they can hardly bear to taste it
themselves - the children must have it.
If ye, then, being
evil—compared with God, infinitely evil—know how to give
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your
heavenly Father give? What - oranges, sweets, candy? No; the
Holy Spirit to them that ask him. That is the great blessing which
you need!
Oh, if we could only have more of the Spirit! Christians
live as if God had but little of the Holy Spirit to give. But is this
the representation of the Scriptures? No, indeed; but infinitely
the reverse of this. Some professors live like spiritual skeletons,
and, if they are reproved for it, they say, Oh, we are dependent on
the Holy Spirit. Indeed, and is that the reason that you are so
much like the world? - why you do not prevail with God to
convert your children, your domestics, and the clerks and people
around you? Grieve not the Holy Spirit with such excuses; seek,
and ye shall find. God is infinitely more ready to give you His
Holy Spirit, than you are to give good gifts to your own children.
9. Again: When God enjoins upon his people to open their
mouths wide, and promises to fill them, we are to understand that
He seeks in them a clear medium through which to communicate
his blessings to those around them. This is a natural law of the
Divine economy. If you are parents, and have unconverted
children, or have those around you unconverted, God seeks to
make you a medium by which He can communicate the blessings
of salvation to them.
10. Again: When God thus urges men to open their mouths
wide, in order that He may fill them, we are to understand that
His heart is very much set upon their having the things which He
is seeking to give them - that He takes the highest interest in their
having these things - a greater interest than they do themselves.
He restrains not His gifts at all; the infinite fountain of his love
and blessing flows everlastingly, so that every empty vessel may
be filled; and, when they are all full, this living stream still flows
on for ever.
We must not be afraid of asking too largely. When we
seek a favour from a finite being, we might ask so much as to be
thought unreasonable; but, when we come to an infinite being, we
cannot ask too largely. Oh, brethren, always remember this. We

will now say a few words, in the third place, on
III. The relation of this injunction and promise to our
responsibilities.
1. I remark - we are entirely without excuse to God for not
being and doing what would, in the highest degree, satisfy His
Divine mind. We are not straightened in Him, but in ourselves.
2. We are not only without excuse to God, but we are cruel
to ourselves. How cruel a man would be to himself if he starved
himself to death in the midst of plenty, of which he might freely
partake. Now - what excuse can a Christian have for all his
doubts, fears, darknesses, and perplexities, and how cruel he is
to himself, when such marvelous provision is made to set the
Christian free from all such unhappy experiences? Do we live
under such circumstances, and yet live a life of complaining?
Indeed! and is it a law of God's house that His children should
almost starve? Is it a rule of God's house that His children should
not have grace enough to lift them above perplexities and
unbelief? Does God starve His children to death? They do all they
can; can't they get grace enough, says the devil, to prevent their
living so much like my own servants? So much alike are they,
indeed, that nobody can distinguish them from my children!
Dear brethren, is there not an infinite mistake here? Are
we not dishonouring God if we do not avail ourselves of the great
things which God has provided us?
3. It is cruelty to the world also. God has said, Go forth and
conquer the world - disciple all nations. Has He said this to his
people, and do they slumber, do they hesitate?
What is the
matter, brethren, what is the matter? Are not the words, Come
over and help us, borne on the four winds of heaven? Come over
into Macedonia and help us; send us missionaries, send us
Bibles, send us tracts, send us the Gospel! And is the Church
unable to do it? What is the matter?
Do let me ask, is there not something entirely wrong
here? Does God require His people to make brick without straw?
Has the world any right to expect the Gospel of salvation to be
sent to them by the Church or not? Brethren, consider!
4. What cruelty it is to those around us and those who
sustain relations to us. We have such a promise in the Bible, and
our children unconverted! Think of it!
5. If Christians would but avail themselves of all the
blessings which God has provided, and really become filled with
the Spirit, what do you suppose would be the result? [Pastor’s
Note: Finney’s concept of the filling of the Holy Spirit was not the same
as the false modern neo-Pentecostal concept espoused by them today,
replete with people speaking in tongues, etc. - he was referring to the
complete giving over by the Christian to the Holy Spirit the control of his
life. The same is true about his speaking on asking God for our needs Finney is referring to asking God to meet our needs according to the
Lord’s will, not our selfish desires.]

Let me ask this question, Suppose that every Christian
in this great city should really comply with the appeal, and be
filled with the Holy Spirit, what do you suppose would be the
natural effect upon the city? Suppose that every Christian were to

open his mouth wide, and should receive the Holy Spirit, do you
not believe that in one year a very great change would occur in
London, so that you would scarcely know it? I have not the least
doubt that more good would then be done, than has been done
since it has been a professedly Christian city. Could one Church
be thoroughly awakened, another and another would follow, till
the whole city would be aroused, and every chapel would be
filled with devout inquirers after salvation? This has been the case
frequently in American cities; and the like may occur in any city,
if Christians are but thoroughly alive to their duties and
responsibilities. If every Christian in this city would make up his
mind to take hold of the promise of God, and thus come into deep
sympathy and fellowship with Him, the effect would be
astonishing. Like the lamps of the city, Christians are scattered
over it, that they may give light to the multitudes around them,
but if they are not lighted up, the purpose for which they were
intended is not answered. Let every Christian in this city be filled
with the Holy Spirit, and what would be the result? London
would move! Ireland would move! The world would move!
Now, brethren, does this appear extravagant? If so, it is
because you do not consider the power of the promises of God,
and what the churches are able to effect in His name. The guilt
and the weakness of the Church is her unbelief. This is so great
that she does not expect to do much.
We must now conclude with a few observations 1. Many people so confound faith with sight that they are
ready to say, If God should make windows in heaven, then
might this thing be. A great many persons have no faith except
in connexion with sight: give them the naked promise, and they
cannot believe it; they must have something they can see. But few
individuals can walk by faith. When they see a thing
accomplished, they think they have strong faith; but only let this
appearance be put out of sight, and their faith is gone again.
Now, what a Christian ought to be able to do, is
this—take God's promises, and anchor right down upon them
without waiting to see anything; because, somebody must believe
simply on the strength of God's testimony, somebody must begin
by naked faith, or there will be no visible testimony.
2. God always honours real faith; He is concerned to do so.
God often greatly honours the faith of His people; He frequently
gives them more than they expected he would give them. Persons
often pray for one individual, and God will often honour their
faith by not only converting that individual but many others also.
I once knew a man who was sick, and a neighbor of his, an
unconverted man, frequently sent from his store things for his
comfort. This poor man said to himself, I cannot recompense Mr.
Chandler for his kindness, but I will give myself up to pray for
him. To the surprise of all the neighborhood, Mr. Chandler
became converted; this he testified before the whole
congregation, which had such an effect that a great revival
ensued, and many souls were brought to God. Thus you see this
poor man gave himself up to pray for one individual, and God
honoured his faith by converting many; thus fulfilling the
declaration of his Word, that he will do exceeding abundantly

above all we can ask or think.
3. Instead of finding that God giveth grudgingly and
sparingly, He giveth abundantly - just like Himself. God always
acts worthy of Hhimself. You ask a blessing of God in faith, and
He says, Be content, and take a great deal more, so that your cup
shall run over.
The fact is, where but little is attempted, little expected, little
will be received; but where little is really obtained, the fault is
not with God, but entirely with us.
Charles Grandison Finney
was born on August 29, 1792, and
was the youngest of seven children.
His parents were Connecticut
farmers. His parents were not
religious and he rarely heard a
sermon growing up except from an
occaisional ignorant preacher who
was the target of jokes for his many
mistakes. He wanted to be a lawyer
and so became an apprentice in
Adams, New York, after having
taught school in New Jersey for
two years.
When he was 29, in 1821, he was seized with conviction and spent
a day in prayer on his knees seeking salvation. The next day he told his
client who was anxious about a court appearance that day, I have a
retainer from the Lord Jesus Christ to plead his cause, I cannot plead
yours. At the age of 29, he became a Presbyterian minister.
In 1832, when he was 40, he started and pastored the Broadway
Presbyterian Church in New York City where many were saved. He stood
at 6 foot 2 inches, had piercing blue eyes, incredible music talent as a
tenor and cellist, and a life full conviction and power.
When he was 43 in 1835, he went to Oberlin, Ohio, where he
pastored a Congregationalist Church for 35 years. He also taught at
Oberlin College and became president there for 16 years (1851-1866).
He remained teaching until the day of his death on August 16, 1875. He
was 88 years old.
Charles Finney's style and focus made him loved and hated. He
shunned published theology books and sought to find his theology from
Scripture. He spoke his mind clearly and effectively, pushing for the
absolution of slavery, and social reform. His revival meetings and travels
were restricted by his getting tuberculoses. This did not dampen his zeal
and efforts at home. Although we cannot agree with all of his theological
understanding, he does stand as a shining light against the
institutionalism that produced cardboard cutouts and not preachers who
know and search the Scriptures.

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS
K BIBLE DISTRIBUTORS KILLED BY PIRATES - The
following is excerpted from Four Americans Killed, FoxNews,
Feb. 22, 2011: Four Americans aboard a yacht hijacked by
Somali pirates have been killed, Fox News has confirmed. U.S.
forces responded to gunfire aboard the yacht Quest at
approximately 1 a.m. Tuesday, but discovered all four hostages
had been shot by their captors. Despite attempts to save their
lives, all four hostages died of their wounds. ‘We express our
deepest condolences for the innocent lives callously lost aboard

the Quest,’ said Gen. James N. Mattis, U.S. Central Command
Commander in a news release. Two pirates died during the
confrontation and U.S. forces found the remains of two other
pirates already dead aboard the vessel. Thirteen pirates were
captured and detained, along with two already in custody. A total
of 19 pirates were involved in the hijacking. The yacht Quest was
hijacked on Friday off the coast of Oman and U.S. forces had
been closely monitoring the vessel. ... The Adams have been
sailing the world with a yacht full of Bibles since 2004.
According to an Associated Press report for Feb. 20, 2011, the
Adams had been distributing Bibles to schools and churches in
remote villages in areas including the Fiji Islands, Alaska, New
Zealand, Central America and French Polynesia.
K ROBOT WITHOUT A BRAIN - The following is from
Creation Moments, February 17, 2011: A robot that can move
about on its own must be programmed in great detail. Instructions
must be given to each moving part. These instructions must also
be able to direct the robot under all anticipated conditions. If
there is any error in the instructions or an encounter with
unexpected conditions, the robot will probably just freeze in
place. Even slime mold can do better than this. Even though slime
mold cells are not connected to each other by nerves, when the
cells join together, the resulting organism is able to move. It is
able to deal with unexpected circumstances moving about by
shifting liquid to change their collective bag-shaped body. Taking
their cue from slime mold, a research group from Tohoku
University in Japan has used the same principle to make a mobile
robot. The robot is able to move across any flat surface by
shifting liquid around, which changes pressure on different parts
of the robot. It is made of 14 interconnected syringes, each with
a motor to move the water. It moves around randomly until it is
given a direction. Then the motors synchronize, and the robot
begins to move in the commanded direction. This slime-mold
type arrangement adjusts to changes in environment just like the
real thing. Leave it to God to accomplish a complicated task with
a simple design.
K FIVE WESTERN LEADERS SAY MULTICULTURALISM
HAS FAILED - The following is from Agence France-Presse,
Feb. 11, 2011: French President Nicolas Sarkozy declared
Thursday that multiculturalism had failed, joining a growing
number of world leaders or ex-leaders who have condemned it.
‘My answer is clearly yes, it is a failure,’ he said in a television
interview when asked about the policy which advocates that host
societies welcome and foster distinct cultural and religious
immigrant groups. ‘Of course we must all respect differences, but
we do not want... a society where communities coexist side by
side. If you come to France, you accept to melt into a single
community, which is the national community, and if you do not
want to accept that, you cannot be welcome in France,’ the
right-wing president said. ‘The French national community
cannot accept a change in its lifestyle, equality between men and
women... freedom for little girls to go to school,’ he said. ‘We
have been too concerned about the identity of the person who was
arriving and not enough about the identity of the country that was
receiving him,’ Sarkozy said in the TFI channel show. British

Prime Minister David Cameron, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, Australia's ex-prime minister John Howard and Spanish
ex-premier Jose Maria Aznar have also recently said multicultural
policies have not successfully integrated immigrants. Merkel in
October said efforts towards multiculturalism in Germany had
‘failed, totally.’ The comment followed weeks of anguished
debate sparked by the huge popularity of a book by a central
banker saying that immigrants, in particular Muslims, were
making Germany ‘more stupid. Britain's Cameron last week
pronounced his country's long-standing policy of
multiculturalism a failure, calling for better integration of young
Muslims to combat home-grown extremism.
K RABBIS SAY ARAB UNREST SIGNALS MESSIAH
COMING SOON (by Joel C. Rosenberg, Feb. 23, 2011) - A
number of influential rabbis say unrest in the Arab world signals
the coming of the War of Gog and Magog and the soon coming
of the Messiah, reported a leading Israeli news service on
Wednesday.
Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky, described in the Ynet article as an
unconventional Lithuanian leader who is believed to have mystic
powers, recently spoke of the tumultuous events under way in
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Iran and elsewhere in the Middle East.
People have come to me and said that it's 'Gog and Magog,' he
said. We cannot know. But it's probable that any unrest that God
creates shows that the Messiah is coming, and that we must begin
to prepare for it and become stronger.
On this, I agree with Rabbi Kanievsky – the War of Gog and
Magog [Pastor’s Note: This is the war that ends the Church Age and
occurs immediately prior to the Rapture.]is approaching, the Messiah
is coming, and we must be prepared and become stronger
spiritually as the Lord’s return draws near. That said, I suspect the
Rabbi and I disagree on the Messiah’s identity. That’s a good
discussion to engage, particularly now.
The Hebrew prophets told us the Messiah would be born in
Bethlehem Ephratah, would minister to the people living darkness
in the region of Galilee, would teach in parables, would do
miracles, would suffer and die as a guilt offering for our sins, and
then would rise again and His body would not see decay in the
grave. What’s more, in Daniel chapter 9 we learn that the Messiah
will come, atone for our sins, and be cut off before the Second
Temple is destroyed and Jerusalem is crushed by the Romans.
That means if the Messiah didn’t come before 70 A.D., He is
never going to come.
I know beyond the shadow of a doubt that our Messiah has
come, and that He is coming back, possibly sooner than we
realize. Today, we are seeing the type of uprisings and
lawlessness that the Lord Jesus warned in Matthew 24 and Luke
21 would precede His return. What’s more, I believe we are
steadily approaching what the Hebrew Prophets called the Day of
the Lord, the tumultuous events that will lead us right into what
Jeremiah called the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah 30:7), what
Jesus Christ called the Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:21), and
what the Apostle John described in horrific detail in the Book of
Revelation.

K STUDY REINFORCES FACT THAT MUSIC IS A
UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE - Contemporary Christian Music is
built on the premise that music is neutral and that only the lyrics
carry moral meaning. Even secular musicians know that this is
absurd! Any orchestra conductor will tell you that music itself is
a language. .
A study that was reported in 2009 reinforces this. Mafa
farmers in Cameroon, who are culturally isolated from western
music, were tested for their emotional reaction to it. A team led
by Thomas Fritz of the Max Planck Institute for Human cognitive
and Brain Sciences in Germany, said: I was quite amazed that the
Mafa accurately categorized basic emotions in pieces of Western
music on the first listen (Two Cultures Grasp Music’s Universal
Feeling, Science News, April 11, 2009). .
Mafa and Western listeners classify the same pieces of music
as happy, sad, or fearful. Both types of listeners dislike dissonant
music. Josh McDermott of New York University said that the
new study’s findings fit earlier indications that people interpret
certain acoustic cues in the same ways. .
When rock & roll was birthed in the 1950's, through the
merging of various streams of dance music such as blues and
jazz, the heavy back beat was its prominent characteristic,
because it impacts the body and soul in a certain predictable way
and fulfills the music’s objective, which is to create sensual
feelings and body movements. The heavy back beat rhythm
matches the philosophy of the music, which is moral license. It’s
your life and you can do as you please. .
The heavy back beat rhythm of pop music preaches a
message, and that message is not godliness and humble
submission to authority. It preaches a message that is contrary to
the message of the Bible, and to adapt this music to the lyrics of
the Christian faith is confusion and moral anarchy. Christian rock
music, so called, is the music of the lustful Christianity described
in II Timothy 4:3-4. 

NURSERY MINISTRY WORKERS FOR THIS WEEK
10:50 a.m. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1: Vicki Martin
Cradle Roll 2: Lou Martin
6:30 p.m. Service ----------- Cradle Roll 1: Rebekah White
Cradle Roll 2: Nathaniel White
Wed. Evening Service ----- Volunteers Needed!

AND THE PEOPLE CAME...
Week of February 20, 2011
Sunday School -------------------------------------------------- 19
Sunday Morning Service --------------------------------------- 41
Sunday Evening Service ---------------------------------------- 30
Wed. Evening, 02/23/11 Service ---------------------------- 21

AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Admit that you are a sinner.
Admit that God says all sins must be
paid for.
Accept the fact that Christ took upon
Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all
your sins.
You must change your mind about sin and
sinning (God calls this repentance).
By an act of your will, accept by faith
the Lord Jesus Christ, who can save you from
the penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a
simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His
promise to save you, and thank Him for His
salvation.

Week of February 20, 2010
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------- $
Insurance Fund ----------------------------------------- $
Total Received for Week of 02/20/11:
$

816.00
46.00
862.00

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed
to operate the church EACH WEEK,

as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

INSURANCE FUND REPORT THIS MONTH:
Monthly Requirement ------------------------------------- $ 273.08
Amount Received since 02/06/11 ----------------------- $ 151.00
Amount Still Needed By 03/06/11:
$ 122.08

Please Remember To
Be Faithful to Give!
As with everything else, the costs of keeping a church
going never go down - they always go up. Bills wait for no
one, and churches are no exception to this. An extra,
sacrificial gift today by everyone present would go a long
way...
We encourage all of our membership to practice
obedience to God by being faithful every payday to give
back to Him His tithe (10%). If every family in our church
would practice this one simple discipline, we would never
have weeks where we have to put off paying some bills until
the following week!
Everything is expensive, especially for a small church
like ours, but ours is a BIG God, and He LOVES to bless
His children when they are obedient to Him!
If you are already a tither, we thank you, and encourage
you to also give offerings as well. If you’re currently not
tithing, won’t you please start today - OK? Thank you.
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