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O
  n the radio and on television you are sharing the services of the First Baptist Church in Dallas.

   This is the pastor bringing the message entitled The Gift of the Interpretation of Tongues. We

have been in a very long series far over a year preaching on the Holy Spirit. And in that series we

are in a series on the gifts of the Spirit. Of these gifts, they are called pneumatika, the spirituals; they are

called the charismata, the grace gifts; in English, “charismatic gifts,” gifts bestowed by the Holy Spirit

upon the members of the body of Christ; and all of us have some gifts.

In those gifts there are four sign gifts: the gifts of miracles, the gifts of healing, the gifts of speaking

in tongues, and the gifts of interpretation of tongues. In the nine gifts, the nine pneumatika, the nine

charismata—they are called both in the twelfth chapter of First Corinthians—in the nine gifts that Paul names here, the last are these:

The Holy Spirit gives to one the gifts of healing;

To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy;

to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues. (I Corinthians 12:9-10)

The message today is the concluding part of the message delivered last Sunday morning. I so wish that I could preach them

together. For the one last Sunday morning is the basis and the foundation for the message this Sunday morning. I can just pray that

we keep in our hearts and minds the memory of the truth from the Holy Scriptures that was delivered last Lord’s Day. 

Now the interpretation of tongues, the last of the charismatic gifts: if the language spoken, if the tongue spoken, was an understood,

understandable human speech language, then to interpret it by someone who understood it would be no charismatic gift at all;

anybody could do it who understood the language. If a man spoke in Greek, and there was somebody present who translated it into

Latin, an infidel could do it, an unbeliever could do it; it would require no charismatic gift of the Spirit to translate a language into

another language. 

If the tongue that is spoken is a language unknown to the speaker, that’s a miracle, if he could speak a language he did not

understand; and if somebody could interpret it and he did not understand it that would be another miracle. You would have there a

double miracle; someone speaking in a language he didn’t understand and then someone interpreting the language that he didn’t

understand. That would be a double miracle, which would be a rather roundabout way to edify the church of God. If the tongue that

is spoken is a series of ejaculations, meaningless, disjointed syllables and words, then the interpreter would be somebody who had

the gift of taking those ejaculations, those meaningless syllables and phrases, and turning them into an intelligent and understandable

speech. And that apparently is what was happening in the church at Corinth. For the unknown tongue that was spoken, Paul says in

I Corinthians 14:2, “For no man understands it,” and in the fourteenth verse he says, “If I pray in an unknown tongue, my

understanding is unfruitful” (I Corinthians 14:14). So the phenomenon that you’re describing in the church at Corinth is someone

standing up, and in a frenzy or in an ecstasy he is speaking syllables—disjointed, meaningless—and an interpreter places in

understandable language what the speaker in the unknown tongue is saying.

Now, the interpreter could be the man who is speaking in an unknown tongue. In the fifth verse he says, “Greater is he that

prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret” (I Cor. 14:5). And in the thirteenth verse of the fourteenth 
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Chapter of First Corinthians, Paul writes, “Wherefore let him

that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may

interpret” (I Cor. 14:13). I can see that the man who had the gift

of speaking in an unknown tongue could also have the gift of

interpretation. He could say in intelligent language what he had

spoken in an unknown tongue. But there were those in the

congregation of the Lord who had the gift of interpretation and

somebody else, not having the gift of interpretation, might have

the gift of speaking in unknown tongues. In that event, the man

who had the gift of interpretation interpreted what the other

brother spoke in an unknown tongue. For Paul writes, “If

any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or

at the most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret.

But if there be no interpreter,” let this man, who wants to

speak in an unknown tongue, “keep silence in the

church” (I Corinthians 14:27-28). 

So the interpretation, the gift of interpretation, could be

possessed by the one who spoke in an unknown tongue. Or one

who had the gift of speaking in unknown tongues but did not

have the gift of interpretation, somebody else would have the gift

of interpretation and he would interpret what the other one said

in an unknown tongue.

From what Paul has written here, I see two or three very patent

things, very evident things, and one of them is this: Paul is very

plain in his instruction that the interpreter of the unknown tongue

is known and recognized and seated in the congregation. “If there

be no interpreter present, then this man who wants to speak in

an unknown tongue, let him keep silence” (I Cor. 14:28). So in

the church, in that primitive church there in Corinth, the man who

had the gift of interpreting unknown tongues was known.

Everybody recognized that man or those men, and no one could

speak in an unknown tongue unless that interpreter were present.

He had to be there, or they had to be there before unknown

tongues could be spoken in the congregation of the Lord.

Then another thing I observe: when unknown tongues were

being spoken—two or three, Paul limits them—there must be one

interpreter; just one must interpret (I Corinthians 14:27). So I

know that the interpreter is able to interpret all of the unknown

tongues. If they had a dozen speaking in an unknown tongue, one

interpreter could translate, could interpret the meaning, of all

dozen; just one interpreter for all of those that spoke in tongues,

and Paul says “three at the most.” So there is one interpreter for

however many, and Paul limited it to three who spoke in an

unknown tongue.

Then I can see here why Paul has limited that interpreter to one.

He is writing here, saying, “Let all things been done decently

and in order” (I Cor. 14:40), and in the twenty-sixth verse, “Let

all things be done unto edifying, for,” he says, “when you come

together, one has a psalm,” that’s good; “one has a doctrine,”

that’s good; “one hath a tongue, and one hath an

interpretation” (I Cor. 15:26). Now if you had two interpreters

in the church, why, one interpreter would stand up and he would

say, “What this man said in an unknown tongue is this: thus and

so, thus and so.” Then another interpreter, if you had two, another

interpreter would stand up and say, “Not so! What that guy said,

why, he doesn’t understand it all. He doesn’t have the gift at all.

Why, what this man said in an unknown tongue is this, and thus

and so, and thus and so, and thus and so.” And you got a whole

lot of divisive, unedifying occasions there in the church, for one

interpreter stands up and says it means thus, and another

interpreter stands up and says it means thus, and you’ve got

troubles in your church. So Paul says that when these men are to

speak in unknown tongues, two or three at the most, and one

interpreter, just one, because you got problems on your hands

anytime you’ve got tongues. You never escape it, and Paul’s

doing everything in his power to restrict it and to control it.

Now let us see what Paul has to say finally about this

phenomenon of glossolalia - speaking in tongues. Then after

we’ve looked at what our brother apostle Paul has to say about it,

we’re going to look at what our brother Amos Criswell has to say

about it. This interpretation of tongues we’re going to take from

two men: we’re going to take the apostle Paul first, and this will

just be a little piece of it this morning, because next Lord’s Day

I’m going to preach on the whole message that he writes, and

then I want to conclude. After years and years of the best study

of which I am capable, I want to say some words about it in the

Bible and about it in history and about it in this present hour.

The passage of glossolalia is First Corinthians 12 and 13 and

14. The thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians, of course, is the

great love chapter, but it was not written as a paean of love as

such. The chapter is discussing gifts - charismata, pneumatika,

the gifts of the Spirit - and in his discussion of these gifts he

names three. In verses 8 and following, Paul writes, “Charity,”

the Latin “charitas,” the Greek “agape,” love, godly love,

Christian love:

“Love never faileth: but whether there be the gifts of

prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be gifts of tongues,

they shall cease; whether there be gifts of knowledge, they shall

vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But

when that which is perfect, when the teleios comes, when the

mature comes, then that which is in part, the piece shall be done

away” (I Corinthians 13:8-10).

If you have the whole, why should you think of the piece?

“When I was a child, I spake as a child,” - tongues; “I

understood as a child,” - prophesying; “I thought as a child,” -

gifts of knowledge; “but when I became a man, I put away

childish things” (I Corinthians 13:11), all of these belong to the

babyhood of the church, and when a man becomes mature, he no

longer needs the rattler or the pacifier. If you were to see a man

going around with a pacifier in his mouth, you would say he

ought to grow up—that is, I would think you would say that. “He

ought to grow up.” So Paul says about these sign gifts: they

belong to the immaturity, they belong to the babyhood, they are

infantile, and when we come to maturity, we no longer see or 



look for the sign. Then he writes that here in the eighth verse.

You could read the King James forever and not see what Paul

has written here, for he has a use of verbs that let’s look at now:

“Love never ekpipto” - pipto is the Greek word for fall, and ek

is “away from.” So he’s emphasizing ekpipto: “to fall away

from,” to disintegrate, to cease, to die, to perish; “Love never

ekpipto,” love never fails, never fails—lives, abides, endures

forever. “But whether there be prophecies, they shall fail”: now

in the King James Version, you would think he was using the

same verb there, for the King James Version translates “Love

never faileth” and “prophecies, they shall fail.” So King James

Version uses an English verb “fail” for both verbs here that Paul

wrote. 

Now I want you to listen to the difference in the verbs: “Love

never ekpipto.” Now, “but whether there be prophecies, they

shall katargethesontai” (I Corinthians 13:8). Now can’t you see

the difference between ekpipto and katargethesontai? I think

anybody could do that, couldn’t you? Now there’s an altogether

different thing here Paul is writing than you’d see in this King

James translation. “Love never ekpipto … but whether there be

prophecies, they shall katargethesontai; and whether there be

gifts of knowledge, they shall katargethesontai.” Same word:

katargethesontai, prophecies katargethesontai; knowledge

katargethesontai; but tongues pausontai. Now can’t you tell the

difference in katargethesontai and pausontai? Altogether

different!

Now we’re going to look at those words: katargethesontai is

the future passive of katargeo, katargeo, and katargeo means

“to make useless,” to make useless. So “whether there

be prophecies,” - passive voice - “they shall be made

useless” (I Cor. 13:8). What in the world would a prophecy be of

any account that had already been fulfilled? In the Old Testament

one of those prophets said to an enemy, “Tomorrow thou shalt

die,” and the next day he died and the prophecy was fulfilled; it

was over with, it had done its work, it had fulfilled itself and had

no more pertinency. Prophecies  - katargethesontai - they shall be

made useless; just don’t need it anymore when the things come

to pass. Same way with the gift of knowledge (I Cor. 13:8). Now,

the gift of prophecy and the gift of knowledge were gifts to the

church when they didn’t have any Bible (I Corinthians 12:8-10).

And what should the church do and what should it believe? So

the Lord gave to some members of the congregation a gift of

propheteuo, a gift of understanding and a gift of saying to the

church the prophemi: to speak out what the church should do

(Ephesians 4:11). But after you had the New Testament, you

don’t need that gift any longer. And if a man were to stand up in

the congregation here or anywhere else and he were to say, “I

have the gift of prophecy, and I’m going to add a twenty-third

chapter to the Revelation. I have seen visions, and I have heard

voices, and there has come to me a great doctrinal revelation,

and I’m going to add the twenty-third chapter to the

Revelation!” Why, we would say, “My brother, my brother,

the Bible is complete, and it closed with: ‘You are not to add

to it, and you are not to take away from it’ (Revelation

22:18-19). And the gift of propheteuo has ceased (I

Corinthians 13:8). There are no more Scriptures to be added

to the Bible. There are no visions and no revelations to be

written down in the sacred Book. It is done with,

katargethesontai; it has served its purpose, and it no longer

ceases to be.”

Now, he changes the voice of the verb when he uses “tongues.”

Why didn’t he use katargethesontai when he wrote about

tongues? He said, “Prophecies katargethesontai,” he says, “the

gift of knowledge katargethesontai.” Why doesn’t he say the

same thing about tongues? But he changes the verb, and he

changes the voice. (Tongues) pausontai, Paul means “to be made

to cease” (I Corinthians 13:8). And instead of using the passive

as he does in the other two verbs, he changes to the middle

indicative, the future middle indicative. Pausontai is future

middle indicative; and it means “They shall cease of

themselves”; or as I would translate it, and I think it would be an

exact translation, “They shall automatically cease of

themselves.” “Tongues shall automatically cease of

themselves,” that is exactly what Paul wrote. And in the next

verse, he completely leaves it out: “We know in part,” the gift of

knowledge, “we prophesy in part,” the gift of prophecy, “but

tongues have already ceased” (I Corinthians 13:8). 

Phillips translates this passage, and I’ve copied it:

So Paul writes in the thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians and

the eighth verse that tongues automatically of themselves will

cease; the sign will cease to exist. And it did so early, very early.

I haven’t time to preach the sermon last Sunday morning, Why

the Sign of the Gift of Tongues; it’ll be all written in a book and

you can have it together. And I have had men from all over this

world ask me, “When that book comes, place it in my hands.” All

of it will be carefully written out, is being written out. The

sermon last Sunday morning, now the sermon today; the gift of

tongues shall cease, and early it ceased.

This First Corinthian letter out of which I am preaching was

one of the earliest letters written by the apostle Paul; it is only

preceded by 1st 2nd Thessalonians. After Paul wrote this word,

saying that tongues shall cease, after that, Paul wrote the epistle

to the Romans, and he never mentioned speaking in tongues. He

wrote Second Corinthians, but he never mentioned speaking in

tongues; he wrote Galatians, but he never mentioned speaking in

tongues; he wrote Ephesians after this, and he never referred to

speaking in tongues; he wrote Colossians and he wrote

Philippians, but he never referred to speaking in tongues; he

wrote the pastoral epistles, 1st and 2nd Timothy and Titus, yet he

never referred to speaking in tongues; he wrote Philemon after

this, and he never mentioned speaking in tongues. “Tongues

shall automatically cease of themselves” (I Corinthians 13:8),

and they did. In my humble judgment, as I read the Bible, these

first signs, the first charismatic sign that ceased to exist in the

early church was the sign of the gift of speaking in tongues. 

Now in the little while that remains, may I sum up this

glossolalia that we see in every part and corner of this world

today? And I say again, these are judgments, and persuasions, and

observations that have been made after years and years of study

and of reading and of looking, the best I know how. First and

foremost to me, the doctrine of speaking in tongues, the

glossolalia of today, is based upon a deep, wrong misconstruction

of the Word of God. The doctrinal basis is basically wrong. 

All right, it is this: the doctrinal basis of modern glossolalia,

speaking in tongues, is that the sign of the baptism of the Holy

Spirit is speaking in tongues - if you do not speak in tongues, you

have not received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. If you have

received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, you do speak in tongues.

That is the basic doctrine of glossolalia. Now that is

contradicted by the Word of God. In First Corinthians 12:13, Paul

says to the members of the church in Corinth, “For by one Spirit

are we all baptized into one body.” We have all been baptized,

placed into the body of Christ. All of us who have been saved,

and regenerated, and born again, all of us have been baptized by

the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ, all of us. Now I turn the

page and Paul writes, “Are all apostles?” No. “Are all

prophets?” No. “Are all teachers?” No. “Are all workers of

miracles?” No. “Have all the gifts of healing?” No. “Do all

speak with tongues?” No. “Do all interpret?” No. (I Corinthians

12:29-30). Yet, in that same chapter Paul has avowed, “But we

all have been baptized by the Holy Spirit” (I Cor. 12:13).

Therefore, the basic doctrine of glossolalia is fundamentally

wrong - it contradicts the revealed and inspired Word of God.

Every member, every born-again believer, every Christian in that

church in Corinth had been baptized by the Holy Spirit, but they

did not all speak with tongues, so I know that speaking in

tongues is not a sign of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The two

do not go together, no; not according to the Book.

Second: in my reading through the years and the years and the

years—and I’m not referring alone to my reading in the last two

years since I have been preparing and delivering these messages

on the Holy Spirit—in my reading, through the years and the

years of my ministry as a student and as a seminarian and as a

preacher, I have never yet, in all of my reading, I have never yet

come into the life of any great man of God, who had an

experience with God, I have never yet met someone that, in that

man’s life, he was speaking in tongues. Not one time in all of

the years and the years of my studying. 

I think of John Wesley, whose Aldersgate experience in

London changed the course of empires and delivered England

from the bloodbath of a French Revolution. And in that holy and

heavenly and devout experience that made John Wesley, and

Charles his brother, and George Whitefield his friend, flaming

evangelists to move the whole English-speaking world

God-ward—in all of my reading of that Aldersgate experience,

not one time have I ever stumbled into a hint that Wesley spoke

in tongues. 

In the immortal autobiography of Charles G. Finney—and

there’s not a preacher that stands in God’s pulpit but who ought

to read the autobiography of Charles G. Finney—he describes in

minute detail the infillings, the visitations of the Holy Spirit of

God upon him. And yet, in all of those minute, autobiographical

delineations of those holy experiences that turned the frontier of

America God-ward, not one time will Charles G. Finney ever

suggest, or approach the thought, that he spoke in an unknown

tongue.

I think of the greatest of all of our American city evangelists,

Dwight L. Moody, praying for the infilling, for the visitation

from above. Walking down Wall Street in New York City, where

he had come to collect money to help the work that had been

destroyed by the great fire in Chicago; walking down Wall Street

in New York City, he was suddenly smitten by the love and

presence and overwhelming baptism of God and went into a room

of a friend, and the waves of God’s love so overwhelmed him that

he prayed, “O God, stay Thy hand lest I die.” And Moody

returned to Chicago in the power of the Spirit. And as he said, “I

used to preach and they didn’t come; now I preach and they

come.” He turned this whole nation God-ward, and he turned all

of England God-ward, yet I never read in the most minute

biography of Dwight L. Moody anything that approaches

speaking in a tongue. 

Dr. R. A. Torrey, who writes on the baptism of the Holy

Spirit—and he should have called it “the filling of the Holy

Spirit,” but he discusses at great length, and he discusses

glossolalia—never does he approach in his own life, or in

anyone to whom he would speak of the presence of the Holy

Spirit, never does R. A. Torrey speak of speaking in tongues.

Nor do I find it in any of the saints anywhere; not once, not

once.

Now I am not saying these things except just briefly for all of

us to remember. There has never been a time in the history of the

Christian church in Christendom but that glossolalia has been

looked upon as a heresy. Wherever it appears, anytime, in any

age, in any country, in any place, the churches of Christendom,

the theologians, the scholars, the preachers, the great mass of

Christendom, Bible-believing people look on the phenomenon as

heresy. 

Now, of my own spirit, I am bewildered, I am bewildered by

the phenomenon, the modern phenomenon of glossolalia,

speaking in tongues. I am astonished before it. I am bewildered

by it. I received a few days ago this tract:

“How can I receive the Holy Ghost? All you have to do, if you

are saved, is to raise your hands up toward heaven, and turn

your head up to heaven, and begin praising God just as fast as

you can and let your tongue go, and let the Holy Spirit come in.

Thousands of people receive the Holy Ghost this way; you can

receive it too, if you will just let the Holy Ghost speak through

your tongue.

And I didn’t have an opportunity—it’s in a book; one of the



leaders of glossolalia today describes in his last chapter how to

receive the Holy Ghost, the baptism of the Holy Spirit. And he

says, 

“Raise your hands high, and raise your eyes upward, and raise

your head upward, and then begin speaking just as loud as you

can, just as fast as you can, and … faster, faster, faster, louder,

louder, louder, and then you’ll receive the baptism of the Holy

Ghost.”

And in one of the authentic reports of a great Christian scholar,

he said—I have not seen them do this, but he said,

“I observed the after meetings where the inquiries, the seekers

after the baptism of the Holy Spirit were told how to do it, and the

man who directs the inquiring session, the seeking meeting, he

takes the seeker by the jaw and loosens his jaw.”

And then he says, “Repeat after me, hililusasayada, repeat

after me, la la, la la, aba, aba, ababeta, ala, alabeta beta,

alabeta, there it is, speak louder, speak louder, faster, faster,

louder, faster, faster, louder!” And finally, they have received the

baptism of the Holy Ghost.

I am bewildered, and I am astonished that the Divine, holy

Third Person of the Trinity, the Deity of heaven, should thus be

characterized and delineated; that this is the unction from heaven,

the mark and the sign of the Holy Spirit among us.

Now, tape recordings, many of them, have been made of

glossolalia. One set of recordings was taken to a gathering of the

Toronto Linguistic Institute, and they were played there and

studied there before those linguists. And after they had studied

them and heard them, the best human ear could understand, they

said, “This is no human speech.” Christianity Today, which is a

modern bi-monthly magazine and one of the finest ever

published, Christianity Today, in studying glossolalia, made tape

recordings of the speaking in tongues and gathered a group of

governmental geniuses in linguistics in Washington D.C. and

placed those tape recordings before those governmental linguists.

And when they had studied them to the best of their ability, they

said, “This is no human speech.”

What is my own experience with it? And these things have to

be said so briefly. This last February, for instance, I went to a

great state in the North and the East, in its capital city to preach

through the state evangelistic conference. The very meetings were

held in a beautiful and spacious Baptist church. And when I stood

up to preach, in my first sermon I said, “I am delighted. My heart

overflows with gratitude to God. I never thought that in this state

that our Baptist people would have so magnificent an edifice, so

spacious an auditorium. And I am told,” I said, “this is our first

church in the state, and this is our first church in the capital city,

and I rejoice with the people of God. And it is a harbinger,” I

said, “an earnest, a portent of the glorious conquest that lies

ahead. We shall preach the gospel, we shall win souls to Christ,

we shall build a light for Jesus in this great state and in this

capital city.” I was encouraged by what I saw.

After the service was done, a deacon in the church, with his

wife and little family, took me to dinner, and the deacon said to

me, “Preacher, you haven’t heard about our church?” 

“No,” I said, “I just see it and rejoice with you.” 

He said, “Our church is a shell, our church is hollow, for,” he

said, “speaking in tongues has come into our congregation, and

it has swept away our pastor. And our church is decimated, it is

fragmented, it is atomized, it is in pieces, it is destroyed, it is

killed.”

“Oh,” I said, “oh, oh, no! Up here in this world of paganism,

where hardly anybody attends church, drowned in a sea of

infidelity and rejection and hedonism, you mean our lighthouse

has been destroyed and the light has ceased to shine? Oh, oh,

oh!”

Wherever it goes, it is divisive and destructive, and there is no

exception to it. It was a problem that was tearing the very heart

of the church in Corinth, and Paul said, under God, “It will cease

of itself” (I Corinthians 13:8). And wherever that phenomenon

is reconstructed, and those disjointed syllables of ejaculation are

spoken, there is the church torn asunder, and the fellowship

ruined, and the light dies.

I can describe for you—it’d take me so long—one of the tragic

disillusions I saw of a great Christian endeavor and dedication

among our Baptist people. And it was destroyed by glossolalia,

and the leader of the movement came to Dallas to visit me, and to

teach me how to speak in tongues/ He was the scion of a rich

family, a gifted young man. And I said to him, “Had you driven

all these miles up here to Dallas to say to me, ‘Pastor, I have

been baptized with the Holy Ghost; I have received an anointing

from heaven, and from this day forward I am going to take ninety

percent of all I have and give it to Jesus, and I’m going to live on

the ten percent that remains,’ I would have said, ‘Glory to God!

Hallelujah, praise the Lord! The baptism of the Holy Ghost has

come upon him.’” 

I think he uses the wrong nomenclature,. He should have said

the “filling of the Holy Spirit,” but we’ll use his words. I said to

him, “Had you gone all these miles up here to Dallas to say to me,

‘Pastor, I’ve been baptized by the Holy Ghost; from now on I’m

going to spend six hours a day on my knees interceding for the

lost of the world,’ I would have said, ‘Praise God, hallelujah!’

Had you come up here to Dallas to say to me, ‘Pastor, I’ve

received the baptism of the Holy Ghost; I’m going to win three

souls every day to Jesus,’ I would have said, ‘Thank the Lord!

Praise God, hallelujah!’ But you drive these miles up here to

Dallas and say to me, ‘Pastor, I’ve been baptized by the Holy

Ghost; I’m speaking in tongues.’ I say, ‘Oh, oh, oh!’” I said,

“It’s the most divisive thing that has ever happened among the

churches.” 

Why, he said, “Not so.” 

I said, “Look at your own self, and look at this great

evangelistic campaign on a university campus for a great section

of a great state, all of it destroyed now on account of you, you.

Yet you say it’s not divisive.”

That sweet, that beautiful psalm that you read:

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to

dwell together in unity! It is as the precious ointment upon the

head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that

went down to the skirts of his garments. As the dew that

destilled on Mount Hermon, and as the dew that descended

upon the mountains of Zion: for there God commanded the

blessing, even life forevermore” (Psalm 133:1-3).

In the unity of God’s people; and what destroys that fellowship

sows discord among the brethren and destroys the testimony of

Jesus. 

My brother, if we have something to say good for Jesus,

say it plainly, intelligently, knowledgeably. Say it so I

can understand it; say it so a little child could praise

God in it. Make it plain, preacher, make it plain, and

when we do, God will honor it.

QUOTATIONS ABOUTQUOTATIONS ABOUTQUOTATIONS ABOUTQUOTATIONS ABOUT

MOTHERHOODMOTHERHOODMOTHERHOODMOTHERHOOD
CCCC “All that I am or ever hope to be, I owe to

my angel Mother.” 
           - Abraham Lincoln

CCCC “My mother was the most beautiful

woman I ever saw. All I am I owe to my

mother. I attribute all my success in life to

the moral, intellectual and physical

education I received from her.” 
                       - George Washington

CCCC “The mother's heart is the child's

schoolroom.”
- Henry Ward Beecher

CCCC “Youth fades; love droops, the leaves of

friendship fall; A mother's secret hope

outlives them all.” 

                
- Oliver Wendell Holmes

CCCC “I remember my mother's prayers and

they have always followed me. They have

clung to me all my life.” 

           - Abraham Lincoln

CCCC “The most important thing a father can do

for his children is to love their mother.”

           - Author Unknown

MMMMyyyy    MMMMooootttthhhheeeerrrr''''ssss
Bible Bible Bible Bible 

M. B. Williams    

There's a dear and precious book,

Though it's worn and faded now,

Which recalls those happy days of long ago,

When I stood at mother's knee,

With her hand upon my brow,

And I heard her voice in gentle tones and low.

Blessed Book, precious book,

On thy dear old tear stained leaves I love to look;

Thou art sweeter day by day,

As I walk the narrow way

That leads at last to that bright home above.

Then she read the stories o'er

Of those mighty men of old,

Of Joseph and of Daniel and their trials,

Of little David bold,

Who became a king at last,

Of Satan and his many wicked wiles. 

Then she read of Jesus' love,

As He blessed the children dear,

How He suffered, bled and died upon the tree;

Of His heavy load of care,

Then she dried my flowing tears

With her kisses as she said it was for me.

Blessed Book, precious book,

On thy dear old tear stained leaves I love to look;

Thou art sweeter day by day,

As I walk the narrow way

That leads at last to that bright home above.

Well, those days are past and gone,

But their memory lingers still

And the dear old Book each day has been my guide;

And I seek to do His will,

As my mother taught me then,

And ever in my heart His Words abide.

Blessed Book, precious book,

On thy dear old tear stained leaves I love to look;

Thou art sweeter day by day,

As I walk the narrow way

That leads at last to that bright home above.



Mother Means More NowMother Means More NowMother Means More NowMother Means More Now
Mother means more to me today

Than she ever has before,

Although she has moved away from here

And lives now on the golden shore.

When I was a child, she played with me

And cooled my fevered brow;

Her presence drove all fears away,

How could she mean MORE, now?

When still a child, I saw her kneel

At an old-time altar where -

She poured out her troubled heart to God

And received the Saviour there.

The years passed by and we were pals;

Hardships wrinkled mother's brow.

But her faith in God as a flower grew;

How could she mean MORE, now?

As into young womanhood I grew,

Mother warned of sin and shame,

And urged me to live above the world;

To honor the Saviour's Name.

Her words and prayers oft came to me

When Satan would have me bow,

Then God would send strength to overcome,

How could she mean MORE, now?

While mother was here, I knew for SURE

There was one who loved and cared;

And she always planned for me, the best -

No matter how SHE fared.

Now I miss her smile and her tender love,

But she has kept her vow.

She lived for Christ while here below, so

How could she mean MORE, now?

When into the valley of the shadow she came

And it was her time to go;

Like a soldier I saw her march with Him

Who doth conquer every foe.

Such confidence and trust, O Lord,

Wilt Thou to me endow;

For mother's life has challenged me,

That's why she means MORE, now!

The earthly possessions she left were few,

But a rich heritage I find 

Her Bible, her faith, her confidence sure,

Bring peace to the troubled mind.

And now she lives in a mansion fair,

Clothed upon, I know not how -

But for me she awaits inside heav'n's gate,

And that's why she means MORE, now.

TTTToday is the day each year we set aside to honor our mothers.

Time may have scattered the snowy flakes on her brow, plowed

deep furrows on her cheek, but is she not beautiful now? The lips

are thin and shrunken, but these are the lips that have kissed many

a hot tear from the childish cheeks, and the sweetest lips in the

world. 

The eye may be dim, yet it glows with soft radiance of holy

love which can never fade. Ah, yes, she is a dear old mother. The

sands of life are nearly run out; but feeble as she may be, she will

go farther and reach down lower for you than anyone else upon

the earth. 

You cannot walk in a midnight haunt where she cannot see

you; you cannot enter a prison whose bars will keep her out; you

cannot mount a scaffold too high for her to reach that she may

kiss and bless you in evidence of her deathless love. 

When the world shall despise and forsake you, when it leaves

you by the wayside to die unnoticed, the dear old mother will

gather you up in her feeble arms and carry you home and tell you

of all your virtues, until you almost forget that your souls is

disfigured by vices. 

Love her tenderly; cheer her declining years with tender

devotion.
- Author Unknown

AND THE PEOPLE GAVE... 

Week of April 17, 2016
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------- $     860.00

Total Received for Week of 04/17/16: $     860.00

Week of April 24, 2016
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------- $     220.00

Total Received for Week of 04/24/16: $    220.00

Week of May 1, 2016
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------- $  1,737.70

Total Received for Week of 05/01/16: $ 1,737.70

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed

to operate the church EACH WEEK,

 as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

Church Directory
Todd W. White ------------------------------------------------------------------ Pastor

Mickie Shatwell ---------------------------------------------------------------- Pianist

Lois Mae Floyd ---------------------------------------------------- Pianist/ Organist

                               ----------------------------------------------------------- Greeter

Shayne Hooper, Brian Crawford, Charity Crawford -------------- S.S. Teachers

Larry & Mary Byars, ---------------------------------- --------------------- Outreach

Bertha Segebarrt ------------------------------------------------------------ Custodian

Flowers ------------------------------------------- Shirley White, Charity Crawford

NURSERY MINISTRY WORKERS FOR THIS WEEK
10:50 a.m. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1: Bertha Segebarrt

Cradle Roll 2: VOLUNTEER NEEDED!

Sun. Eve. Service ----------- Cradle Roll 1: LeAnna White

Cradle Roll 2: VOLUNTEER NEEDED!

Wed. Wed. Eve. Service ---- Cradle Roll 1: Shirley White

Cradle Roll 2: VOLUNTEER NEEDED!

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be

paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon 

Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all

your sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and

sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith

the Lord Jesus Christ, who can save you from

the penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a

simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His

promise to save you, and thank Him for His

salvation. 

AND THE PEOPLE CAME... 
Week of April 24, 2016

Sunday School -------------------------------------------------- 25

Sunday Morning Service ------------------------------------- 33

Sunday Evening Service -------------------------------------- 17

Wed. Eve. Service, 04/27/16 ---------- No Service This Week

Week of May 1, 2016

Sunday School -------------------------------------------------- 25

Sunday Morning Service ------------------------------------- 30

Sunday Evening Service -------------------------------------- 27

Wed. Eve. Service, 05/04/16 --------------------------------- 31
Please Remember To

Be Faithful to Give!

As with everything else, the costs of keeping a church

going never go down - they always go up. Bills wait for no

one, and churches are no exception to this. An extra,

sacrificial gift today by everyone present would go a long

way...

We encourage all of our membership to practice

obedience to God by being faithful every payday to give

back to Him His tithe (10%). If every family in our church

would practice this one simple discipline, we would never

have weeks where we have to put off paying some bills until

the following week! 

Everything is expensive, especially for a small church

like ours, but ours is a BIG God, and He LOVES to bless

His children when they are obedient to Him! 

If you are already a tither, we thank you, and encourage

you to also give offerings as well. If you’re currently not 

tithing, won’t you please start today - OK? Thank you.

PLUMBING REPAIR FUND -
Amount For Entire Project ----------------------------- $6,606.99

Amount Received So Far ----------------------------- $   867.00

       Total STILL NEEDED to pay off: $5,739.99

LISTEN TO -

ABIDINGRADIO.COM


