
AND THE PEOPLE GAVE... 

Week of June 14, 2015

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------- $  2,493.00

      Total Received for Week of 06/14/15: $  2,493.00

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed

to operate the church EACH WEEK,

 as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

Church Directory
Todd W. White ------------------------------------------------------------------ Pastor

Mickie  Shatwell ---------------------------------------------------------------- Pianist

Lois Mae Floyd  ---------------------------------------------------- Pianist/ Organist

                          ----------------------------------------------------------------- Greeter

Shayne Hooper, Todd W. White -----------------------------------– S.S. Teachers

Larry & Mary Byars, Ella Allen -------------------- ---------------------  Outreach

Flowers ------------------------------------------- Shirley White, Charity Crawford

NURSERY MINISTRY WORKERS FOR THIS WEEK
10:50 a.m. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1: Bertha Segebarrt

Cradle Roll 2: Shirley White

Sun. Eve. Service ----------- Cradle Roll 1: Volunteer Needed!

Cradle Roll 2: Volunteer Needed!

Wed. Eve. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1:  Volunteer Needed!

Cradle Roll 2: Volunteer Needed!

AND THE PEOPLE CAME... 
Week of June 14, 2015

Sunday School -------------------------------------------------- 18

Sunday Morning Service ------------------------------------- 44

Sunday Evening Service --------------------------------------- 28

Wed. Eve. Service, 06/17/15 --------------------------------- 18

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be

paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon 

Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all

your sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and

sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith

the Lord Jesus Christ, who can save you from

the penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a

simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His

promise to save you, and thank Him for His

salvation. 

Please Remember To

Be Faithful to Give!

As with everything else, the costs of keeping a church

going never go down - they always go up. Bills wait for no

one, and churches are no exception to this. An extra,

sacrificial gift today by everyone present would go a long

way...

We encourage all of our membership to practice

obedience to God by being faithful every payday to give

back to Him His tithe (10%). If every family in our church

would practice this one simple discipline, we would never

have weeks where we have to put off paying some bills until

the following week! 

Everything is expensive, especially for a small church

like ours, but ours is a BIG God, and He LOVES to bless

His children when they are obedient to Him! 

If you are already a tither, we thank you, and encourage

you to also give offerings as well. If you’re currently not 

tithing, won’t you please start today - OK?  Thank you.
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by 

B.H. Carroll 

(1843-1914)

“Al Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof for

correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly

furnished unto all good works” - II Timothy 3:16-17.

W
hen it says “all Scripture,” there is a reference back to the preceding verse: “From a child

thou hast known the Holy Scriptures.” And nothing on earth is more clearly understood

than that the Holy Scriptures that boy studied from the time he could learn at all, was that

Book, or twenty-two books, called now the Old Testament. Every Jewish child in the land had access

in some way to that volume. 

There are twenty-two divisions of the entire Old Testament. I mean to say that the Jews thus divided it for convenience to

themselves in its use, and they made just as many divisions as there were letters in the Hebrew alphabet, as you will find by reading

the one hundred nineteenth Psalm, where that Psalm is divided into twenty-two parts, each part for convenience being named so as

to correspond to a letter of the Hebrew alphabet. And so the Jewish division of the Old Testament into twenty-two parts, as set forth

by Josephus, includes the thirty-nine books as we now have them.

Anybody who will give five minutes’ attention to it can receive a perfect demonstration of the historical correctness of the fact

that our thirty-nine books of the Old Testament correspond to the twenty-two Jewish books. For instance, they put all the twelve

Minor Prophets into one book, and they counted First and Second Kings one book. Their twenty-two and our thirty-nine correspond

in text, and that volume of twenty-two books was translated into the Greek language and the translation completed at least one

hundred and fifty years before Christ came into the world. That translation is the Septuagint.

Now that Book, subdivided into twenty-two books, was, by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself and by His apostles and by uninspired

Jewish rabbis, called in a body the Holy Scriptures. It is the declaration of this text that every one of these sacred writings is - now

here, just one word - God-inspired, i.e., in the Greek it is just one word. Every one of these books is God-inspired, and it means

God-inspired in every part of every one of them. And it means much more that it is inspired in its words than it means inspired in

the thoughts of the men who wrote it. Often the thought in the mind of the man who wrote it was not the right thought, but the words

he wrote were from God, and it is verbal inspiration. Take the case of one of the prophets included in that list of twenty-two books.

When the revelation came to him, he was not expecting it at all. It was as much a surprise to him as it was to anybody else in the

world. Take another case - the man who was inspired didn’t in any sense understand what he said and what he wrote. His thoughts

did not enter into it at all. Very many of the ancient prophets recorded under divine direction and proclaimed under divine authority

things that were as mysterious to them as they were to anybody else in the world. So, to make it an inspiration at all, it is absolutely

essential that the words should have been inspired. Not only is this true, but in the case of some of them they were not themselves

conscious that they were under inspiration at all at the time, as when Caiaphas made a prophecy concerning Christ, so that the thought

of the human writer had nothing to do with the inspiration.

This inspiration may be mentioned under three parts: First, its revelation; second, it’s record; and third, the authentication of the

record. God may reveal His will to a man; or He may reveal to that man some event that will happen in the future and so far it is
(continued inside)



known only to that man. The record is made up either by that man

or by somebody else, and it makes no difference whatever who

does the recording. It makes no difference whatever whether the

one who recorded it had himself any inspiration at all, if you can

get inspired authentication of the accuracy of the record

afterward. The whole question of the Old Testament practically

comes before us upon a simple question of authentication. Is it

authenticated to us? And does this authentication declare that it

is God’s revealed will, and that the record is accurate, as God had

it recorded? Do the proofs that authenticate it to us cover the

question? With the rest of it we need have nothing to do. Indeed,

it is wholly unnecessary for the average man to consider it.

Therefore, we take the Book itself. We find the Book in use at

that time. We find that it was completed many years before

Christ. We find that every little Hebrew boy in the land had

access in some way to a copy of that Book. And it makes no

difference who wrote any particular part of this Book.

As a whole, is it by a proper authority authenticated as the

Word of God, as the standard, the supreme and infallible

standard, of human conduct? If one is disposed to study the

subject twenty-five minutes, he can see that the entire authority

of Jesus Christ is pledged to the fidelity and accuracy and

sufficiency of that Book (I am so far discussing the Old

Testament), and to reject any part of the Old Testament is to

reject the authentication of the Son of God. As for myself, it is a

small matter with me to go back and pick up any part of it in

detail and verify any particular part of it. “From a child thou

hast known the Holy Scriptures” and I take it that every one of

these holy writings is God-inspired - every one of them. Now,

with reference to the New Testament, our Saviour declares that

He is the Word of God to men; that He comes to make known the

way of life, and again His Word, so far as we are concerned,

depends upon its authentication. Is it authenticated? He rested the

authenticity of all of it on one single fact, on one single sign. 

He put the standing or falling of both the Old Testament and

the New Testament upon one solitary issue - His own resurrection

from the dead; that there should no sign be given but the sign of

the prophet Jonah; that as Jonah was three days and nights in the

body of the great fish, so the Son of Man should be three days

and three nights in the earth; and that if Christ be not risen, our

faith is vain and we are yet in our sins. But if Christ be risen, and

if He has ascended into heaven, and is at the right hand of the

majesty of God, and from that standpoint of absolute and

universal sovereignty and power, if He has given a proof that

authenticates the Book, that covers the question of the whole of

it without going into any of the details of it.

Every one of the objections to Biblical inspiration rests on

sinking sand, whether presented from the standpoint of science,

or translation, or variations in texts, or certain expressions used

in the Book itself that would seem to imply that its human authors

were not at all times inspired. But I am not on that subject now.

Just now I stand on the authentication of the entire Book; that it

is sacred writing; that it comes to us accredited in such a way that

we are criminal if we do not receive it in its entirety.

Now, I want to make the application. There were men, and

there are some millions of them living now, who have practically

set aside that Book as authority and substituted in the place of it

mere traditions and reference to it. I could cite here for one-half

hour declarations of distinguished Jews, some of them when

dying, telling those about them not to look to the law, but to look

to the Talmud, to look to the comment on the law, to look to the

tradition as better than the law. Then there are two hundred

million professing Christians in the world today who are averse

to putting the Book itself in the hands of the people. And I could

cite you authentic and official so-called infallible declarations

from different popes, to the effect that the Bible societies, when

they put the Word of God in circulation among the peoples of

Italy and Spain and France, were committing a great sin, and that

the people must look to the traditions and interpretations of the

church and not to the Book itself.

I now come to press home upon your hearts one or two

thoughts. First, there is a God. Then, touching His character, a

good God would reveal to His immortal creatures a standard of

right and wrong. He would not leave them to grope in darkness.

There is bound to be, wherever there is moral accountability, a

standard that measures right and wrong and that standard must be,

if it comes from God, an infallible standard. You cannot conceive

of right and wrong without a law that makes?one thing right and

another thing wrong. You cannot even think of a good God - the

thought is inconceivable - who would leave His moral and

accountable creatures without a standard of human conduct.

Now, here is the historical fact that I want to impress upon you.

Where men have turned aside from this Bible standard, they have

been utterly at sea as to what is the standard. There has been no

agreement among them. There have been just as many standards

as individuals. It is a people without a king, each man following

the bent of his own inclination.

Take the case of our text. Here was a little boy with that Book

before him - that authenticated Book. His mother loved him, his

grandmother loved him, and they believed that it could make him

wise unto salvation by faith in the Redeemer it discloses. And

they taught this boy this Book as the Word of God. He grew up

in the knowledge of it, and when he got to be a man, he went out

into the world and he found people who said, “Look here, and

look there. I would not go by that Book. You take this. Here is

something better than that.” Paul said to him: “You remember

that from a child you studied this Book. You remember from

whom it came. You remember why it came. Turn away from

these men who would call your attention to any other standard.”

I know of one man who said to souls under conviction of sin.

“Here, leave that; that is old. Come to modern Spiritualism. Let

us turn away from the love and oracles of God and look to the

spirits to tell us what is right.” A man, intelligent upon other

subjects, said, “When I die, that is the last of me. I go out like a

candle, and I do not live again.” And he is living as if this life

were all, as if after death there was no judgment. He has turned

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS
K QUEEN OF SHEBA’S GRAVE DISCOVERED - For  

most of the 19th century, Sheba, the spice kingdom ruled by a

queen in Solomon’s day, was considered mythical by Bible

critics. Since then, the evidence for Sheba’s existence in southern

Arabia (modern Yemen) has become overwhelming. In the 1950s,

Wendell Phillips led the first official archaeological expedition to

Sheba’s ancient capital, Marib, and found evidence of a

sophisticated, idolatrous society. 

This month I visited the “Unearthing Arabia” exhibition at the

Sackler Museum in Washington, D.C., which displayed some of

the artifacts discovered by Phillips. I have also seen ancient

artifacts from southern Arabia at the British Museum and the

Louvre in Paris, as we describe in the book Bible Times and

Ancient Kingdoms. 

Recently, archaeologists from the University of Oxford found

a tomb outside of Marib that is believed to be that of the Queen

of Sheba (“Archaeologists Discover Tomb,” World News Daily

Report, Feb. 6, 2015). The tomb dates to the early 10th century

BC, which is the time of Solomon. It contained the skeleton of a

woman adorned with luxurious jewelry, inscribed clay tablets,

and vases still containing traces of myrrh and frankincense. Dr.

Joseph Lang, head archaeologist of the team, says, “The

carbon-dating, the location, the inscriptions, the characteristics

of the skeleton and the nature of the artifacts on the site all

seem to confirm that the bones are indeed those of the famous

queen regnant who visited Solomon. Many of the inscriptions

in the tomb refer to ‘Bilqis, mqtwyt of Sheba,’ which means

Bilkis, high chieftess on Sheba.’” The skeleton and artifacts have

been deposited in the National Museum of Yemen.”

K SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION CONTINUES 

DECLINE - According to the latest statistics, the Southern

Baptist Convention is continuing its death spiral, with the largest

decline in membership last year in more than 130 years. The SBC

lost nearly a quarter of a million members in 2014 and has lost

800,000 members since 2003. The median age is now 54 years

old. More than half of the churches baptized no “millennials”

(roughly ages 12 to 30). Baptisms declined by 300,000. The

convention claims to have about 15.5 million members, but that

is a meaningless statistic. Most of these “members” are nowhere

to be found. Sunday morning attendance is about 5.6 million, and

that includes visitors, and the number of those who attend Sunday

evening or mid-week prayer, typically, is much smaller. 

Ed Stetzer, executive director of LifeWay Research, says the

decline actually started in the 1950s (“As Church Plants Grow,

Southern Baptists Disappear,” Christianity Today, June 12,

2015). 

Comment by Bro. David Cloud - I am not surprised, as I grew

up in SBC churches and they were spiritually lukewarm even

then. Though there were some outstanding saints in the

membership, the leadership and the congregations as a whole

were lukewarm at best. At least that is my experience. The leaders

were hirelings who were more afraid of man than God, and the

people were in love with the world, a thing that God hates. “Ye

adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of

the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a

friend of the world is the enemy of God” (James 4:4).

K HILLARY SAYS RELIGION MUST ADAPT TO MODERN 

VIEWS - Speaking in April, Hillary Clinton said that religion

must adapt with the times and accept abortion on demand. In her

keynote address before the World in the World Summit, Mrs.

Clinton bemoaned the fact that “far too many women are denied

access to reproductive health care,” saying that “deep-seated

cultural codes, religious beliefs and structural biases have to be

changed” (“Hillary Clinton says religious beliefs ‘have to be

changed’ on abortion,” The Blaze, Apr. 27, 2015). A year ago,

Mrs. Clinton told the New York Times that “the Bible was and

remains the biggest influence on my thinking.” It is impossible

to fathom where in the Bible she finds support for the murder of

unborn children. 

K RADICALIZATION OF EUROPE’S MUSLIMS 

REACHES A CRISIS POINT - The following is excerpted from

“Radicalization of Europe’s Muslims,” Breitbart.com, Mar. 23,

2015: “In 2013, Ruud Koopmans published the results of a

pan-European study, based on interviews with 9,000 European

Muslims, which showed large numbers of European Muslims

believe in many of the ideas championed by the Islamic State: a

return to the roots of Islam, the conviction that religious

(Koranic) law stands above all secular laws; a hatred of Jews and

homosexuals; and a view of the West as the enemy of Islam. ...

More recently, in the aftermath of the Charlie Hebdo massacre,

the BBC surveyed 1,000 British Muslims and found that 24

percent consider ‘violence against those who publish images of

the Prophet’ is justified. Asked whether ‘Muslim clerics

preaching that violence against the West can be justified are out

of touch with mainstream Muslim opinion,’ 45 percent disagreed.

Put another way, nearly half of British Muslims stand

comfortably by those clerics who justify violence against the

West. ... And that’s just in the U.K. Sadly, one can no longer pass

these views off as those of a ‘small minority’ of Europe’s

Muslims. Across Western Europe, Koopmans’ study determined,

‘Two-thirds of the Muslims interviewed say that religious rules

are more important to them than the laws of the country in which

they live. Three quarters of the respondents hold the opinion that

there is only one legitimate interpretation of the Koran.’ ...

Moreover, 56 percent of Belgian and 64 percent of Austrian

Muslims responding to Koopmans’ survey in 2008 agreed that

“Jews cannot be trusted,” and indications are strong that Muslim

attitudes towards Jews have only worsened. Indeed, with the

targeted killings of Jews in Brussels, Paris, and Copenhagen over

the past year, Muslim hate towards Jews in Europe has now

reached a crisis. Clearly, we are watching trends that stretch

across all of Europe. The issue here is one of trends, and these

trends, which involve hundreds of thousands of radical,

fundamentalist Muslims, paint a deeply disturbing picture.” 



and fall down before God, and say, “God, be merciful to me, a

sinner!” And I have seen the light of heaven shine in his eyes

when the glorious redemption came to him and he stood?up

before all men present and said, “God Almighty, for Christ’s

sake, has forgiven my sins.”

I have seen fair maidens, against the propriety of whose

conduct from a worldly standpoint nothing could be said, and

who, in worldly parlance, would he called innocent, and who

were not guilty according to the world’s standards of right and

wrong, but whose hearts, in the sight of God, were alienated from

Him, who did not love Him, who loved pleasure more than they

loved God; who did not worship Him; who, if they worshiped

Him at all, worshiped Him only in an empty form and denied the

power, the vital and eternal and spiritual power, of religion. And

I have seen them, under sharp conviction of sin, seek for mercy

and find peace in the Lord Jesus Christ.

I have seen Christians who, with this perfect standard of life

and conduct as their guide, had deflected from it; went away from

it into irregularities; went into dissipation; departed from the true

and the living God, and lived by day and by night contrary to His

expressed precepts. And I have seen this Word, under the power

of the Spirit who inspired it, reconvict them and bring them with

tears to confess their sins and to forsake their sins, and to turn

back to the fountain of truth and righteousness, to light, and

peace, and holiness. 

What more do you want? What kind of a standard do you ask?

By what standard of right and wrong will you regulate your life?

By what forecast of the future will you outline your own destiny?

Unto what oracle will you go to receive the truth concerning the

realms that lie in the outskirts of darkness beyond the grave?

What will they tell you? What have they to offer you? 

O Book of God - God-inspired Book - precious volume! All

thy words are power, those infallible oracles, those living oracles

of God to men! It makes my soul shudder within me when I hear

any man speak slightingly of God’s revealed will.

There are some here today upon whose hearts and consciences

I want to impress repentance or impending doom. I have always,

throughout my life, even in the days of my dark rebellion against

God, had an admiration for men of decision, for men who were

not reeds shaken by the wind; for men of action; for men who

would not be influenced in vital concerns by that most trifling of

all shifting clouds, the influence of other people; but upon

personal conviction, when the individual soul is confronted with

a question of right or wrong, under responsibility to God, and

under the ‘ light of His eye, and under the determination to be the

arbiter, the sole person who should settle the question that

pertained to self, would take the step, and take it regardless of

time and circumstances and people. I would always rather preach

to people in the daytime than at night. 

I would rather preach to them when there is the least suspicion

of undue influence operating upon their minds; when you can

look right into their eyes and they can look right into yours; and

when the question presented is one whose important bearings

they can recognize, and in the light of God’s bright day stand up

and say, “Here I am. I take my stand. I follow that Book. You

show me in that Book what I am to do and I will do it. I am no

child. I am no straw, taken up by the west wind and carried east,

and by the east wind and carried west. But with full purpose of

heart, and because it is right in the sight of God and eternity, I say

I want to be saved. I want to be reconciled to God. I know I am

a sinner. I don’t need any argument on that point, but how shall

I get right? How shall I realize in my own lost soul that God loves

me and that my soul is precious in His sight?”

Well, I shall tell you the way. It is to come directly to the Lord

Jesus Christ. Come to Him face to face. I do not pretend to put

Him before you here in the flesh, but I do say to you today that

He is here in the Spirit, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and that

He is sensibly here, and that His power is here, and that if you

will come to Him as your mind sees Him, as your soul recognizes

Him, and say, “Lord Jesus Christ, I am here according to thy

Word, a lost sinner. I come on Your invitation. I come on Your

promise that if I would come You would not cast me out; I come

right to You, and I say, ‘Help, help, Lord, for I perish.’” He will

save your soul this day. 

O sinner, sinner, if you would know the things that make for

you great peace; if you will, today, make one earnest,

straightforward, honest effort to come to the Son of God for light,

I pledge you my honor you will find it. Will you come? Sinner,

turn; why will you die? Separate yourselves from the throng that

shuts you in. MOVE!

The law of motion is the law of life. Stir up your minds.

Stagnation is death. Rouse your energies and exert your powers

to overcome the inertia of long rest in sin. Break away from

restraints. Throw off the stupor of irresolution. Convert inaction

into movement. It is thy salvation; seek it. It is thy promise; claim

it. It is thy door of escape; knock, knock, now; knock loudly and

escape for thy life. “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the

Lord shall be saved.” 

- Benajah Harvey Carroll was born in

Mississippi and raised in Texas.  He was a soldier for the Confederate

army.  In 1865, at the age of twenty two, he converted to Christianity at

a Methodist camp meeting after taking up a preacher's challenge to

experiment with Christianity.  After the war, he was pastor of the First

Baptist Church of Waco and later the founder of the Southwestern

Baptist Theological Seminary, still the largest seminary in the world. He

was a powerful leader of the Southern Baptist Convention and was a

formidable foe in the political controversies that often arose.  He almost

always found himself on the conservative side of such issues.  He was

mildly Calvinistic and a postmillieniallst.  He stood strongly against

Modernism and Catholicism. He believed that preaching was the essence

of the pastor's duty; he was an expositor in the truest sense.  He believed

in the authority and the inspiration of the Bible first and foremost.  He

criticized and chided the "Higher Criticism" teachers as being false

brethren. Carroll published 33 volumes of works, and is best known for

his 17-volume commentary, An Interpretation of the English Bible.

Benajah Harvey Carroll died November 11, 1914, and is buried at the

Oakwood Cemetery in Waco, Texas.

away his heart from the supreme standard of right and wrong -

the Word of God.

Why do men turn away? This Book tells us. They become

lovers of self. They become lovers of money. They become haters

of God. They become implacable to men. They become lovers of

pleasure more than lovers of God. Their deeds being evil, they

hated the light of the Bible that shone on those deeds and called

them sin, and they turned away from the Book, from the standard

of right and wrong. Now, look at the declaration in that text.

Because that Book is God-inspired, every bit of it is profitable.

There is not a word in it that is not profitable. For what? For

instruction. You want to know your relations to God and to your

fellowmen in this world and in the world to come.

A steady and unwavering light shines from that Book on the

human heart and on the human life, that will give every man

instruction as to what he should do, that will?show him what is

right and what is wrong, and here is the proof of it - that within

himself a witness rises up and affirms it. His conscience speaks

in attestation of the truth of God’s Word, turns away from the lies

that have been whispered into his ear as a substitute for that

Book.

It is profitable for conviction. You have seen illustrations of

that during this meeting. Men have been going along through this

city attending to their business or pleasure perfectly unconcerned,

absolutely thoughtless with regard to the trend of their driftings

and of their tendencies and of their moral bearings, and they hear

the Word of God preached, and all at once they become

thoughtful: “Where am I? Where am I?” And that Book becomes

a discerner of the thoughts and intents of their hearts; that Word

becomes sharper than a two-edged sword; that Word unjoints

their bones and cuts into their marrow and penetrates to the very

secrets of their souls, and they are convicted. And they say, “We

are sinners.” They show that they are convicted. They tremble

under its revelations and by their actions they testify that those

revelations are from God.

It is profitable for rectification. “How shall a young man

cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according to Thy Word.”

That Word is a straight-edge, laid by the side of his crooked

conduct to show that it is out of plumb, out of line. That Word,

laid parallel with his life, reveals the moral discrepancies in his

conduct and shows him what will conform his life to truth and to

righteousness.

That Word is profitable in training, in discipline. Here are

feet new to the path of righteousness. They have not walked in it

much. They are not strong in God and in the power of His might.

Their spiritual limbs are not yet sturdy, and their muscles supple

and pliant with power. They do not yet know how to endure, and

that Word takes them and trains them until they become spiritual

athletes in the sight of God. But the main point and the last point

that I want to bring in on it is this: If you close that Book; if you

tear out its pages; if you shut out its light, in all the whole

universe of God there is not revealed a way by which a sinner can

be saved, not one in the world. To me that is a stupendous fact.

Since being a sinner myself, since my friends are sinners, since

my neighbors are sinners, and all have sinned and come short of

the glory of God, it is to me of supreme consideration, where

shall there be found a God-inspired and God-authenticated

method of saving a sinner? Outside of that Book there is none,

and there is not a man living, who has intelligently studied the

subject, who will say so. In all the literature of this world, sacred

or profane, civilized or barbaric, coming from white men, or

brown or black men, take away the Bible, and there is not in all

the literature of this world even a glow-worm light on the subject

of how a sinner can be saved, not a bit of it.

Take away that Book and there is not even a glow-worm light

on the condition of the dead - on their eternal destiny. After a

profound investigation of the subject, I do not hesitate to say that

everything in the two or three thousand books that are published

upon the subject of Spiritualism as a revelation is no more than

the clatter of apes in a coconut tree on this point.

How shall a sinner be saved? How shall a man whose

conscience condemns him and who feels that he is under the

condemnation of God be justified before God? You go to that

Book or none. And what does it say? What are its directions? I

want to come to that in a few words. I want, to put before you the

way of life, and I shall take a single case - the case of the

publican. Here was a man perfectly conscious that he was a

sinner. He knew it. There were some things that he didn’t know,

but upon that question he didn’t have the least shadow of a doubt.

The question that came to this sinner’s heart was: “How can I be

justified before God?” 

There was a way appointed, and he came to the Temple, and

that Temple spoke of a propitiation, of a sacrifice, of the slain, of

blood shed on account of the penalty for sins, and he came there

and he beat upon his heart and he said, “God, be merciful to me,

a sinner.” Or, to put his language into English, “God, be

propitious to me through a sacrifice. God, let Thy mercy reach me

through an atonement made by another.” That is a fair rendering

of the Greek expression that he used, “God be merciful to me”;

be propitious to me through a sacrifice. And Jesus said that man

went down that very day justified. He went down acquitted. He

went down absolved from his sin, freed from its penalty, a man

against whom the law had no charge at all.

Today there rush into my mind the memories of men whose

faces I have seen when they first began to be interested, the first

steps that they took, the eagerness with which they pressed

forward, finally the depths of conviction that came upon them

when they felt they were lost; and then that sweet and happy

transition from darkness to light and from the power of Satan

unto God. And they are today witnesses of the truth and power of

this Book of God as revealing a way of life and of salvation.

I have seen the wife, the jewels of tears in her eyes, steal over

softly and sit down by her husband and look up appealingly into

his sin-scarred face, as if she would say, “Thou art dearer to me

than life, and thou art lost. Oh, come to the fountain of

cleansing.” And I have seen him start, take her hand, and come up


