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n the line at the store, the cashier told an older woman that she should
bring her own grocery bags because plastic bags weren't good for the
environment.
The woman apologized to her and explained, "We didn't have the green thing
back in my day."
The clerk responded, "That's our problem today. Your generation di not care
enough to save our environment."
She was right -- our generation didn't have the green thing in its day.
Back then, we returned milk bottles, soda bottles and beer bottles to the store. The store sent them back to the plant to be washed
and sterilized and refilled, so it could use the same bottles over and over. So they really were recycled.
But we didn't have the green thing back in our day.
We walked up stairs, because we didn't have an escalator in every store and office building. We walked to the grocery store and
didn't climb into a 300-horsepower machine every time we had to go two blocks.
But she was right - we didn't have the green thing in our day.
Back then, we washed the baby's diapers because we didn't have the throw-away kind. We dried clothes on a line, not in an energy
gobbling machine burning up 220 volts -- wind and solar power really did dry the clothes. Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their
brothers or sisters, not always brand-new clothing. But that cashier is right; we didn't have the green thing back in our day.
Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the house -- not a TV in every room. And the TV had a small screen the size of a
handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the size of the state of Montana .
In the kitchen, we blended and stirred by hand because we didn't have electric machines to do everything for us.
When we packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used a wadded up old newspaper to cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic
bubble wrap.
Back then, we didn't fire up an engine and burn gasoline just to cut the lawn. We used a push mower that ran on human power.
We exercised by working so we didn't need to go to a health club to run on treadmills that operate on electricity.
But she's right - we didn't have the green thing back then.
We drank from a fountain, the hose, or the kitchen faucet when we were thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic bottle every time
we had a drink of water.
We refilled writing pens with ink instead of buying a new pen, and we replaced the razor blades in a razor instead of throwing away
the whole razor just because the blade got dull.
But we didn't have the green thing back then.
Back then, people took the streetcar or a bus and kids rode their bikes to school or walked instead of turning their moms into a
24-hour taxi service.
We had one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire bank of sockets to power a dozen appliances. And we didn't need a
computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 2,000 miles out in space in order to find the nearest pizza joint.
But isn't it sad the current generation laments how wasteful we old folks were just because we didn't have the green thing back then?

Please pass this on to another selfish old person who needs a lesson in conservation from a
smarty pants young person. (

Eternal Security of the Believer
Dr. H. A.
Ironside

by the late Dr. Harry A. Ironside
(continued from last week)

What Of Future Sins?
A lady came to me one day and said, “I do not understand you
there. I can understand that Christ died for the sins I committed
up to the night of my conversion, but do you mean to tell me that
Christ died for my future sins?”
I said, “How many of your sins were in the past when Christ
died on the cross?”

not intend to finish. “Being confident of this very thing, that He
which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ.” If, when you were a poor sinner, the Holy
Spirit had power sufficient to break down your opposition to God
and to bring to an end your unbelief and rebellion, do you think
for one moment that He does not have power enough to subdue
your will as a believer and to carry on to completion the work that
He began?

She looked puzzled for a moment, and then the light broke in,
People say, “I see you believe in that old Baptist doctrine of
and she said, “How foolish I have been! Of course they were all ‘once in grace, always in grace.’” Or another says, “I understand
future when Jesus died for me. I had not committed any of them.” you hold that old Presbyterian idea of ‘the final perseverance of
God saw all your sins, and He laid upon Jesus all your iniquity. the saints.’” I do not know why this should be called either
Therefore, when you trusted Him, you were justified freely from Baptist or Presbyterian, only to the extent that Baptists and
all things. Do you say, “Does it make no difference then if a Presbyterians agree with the Book, and the Word of God clearly
believer sins?” That is another question, and it would take a shows that once God takes us up in grace nothing can separate us
whole evening to go into that, but here is the point: the moment from the love of Christ so that evidently the expression, “once in
you trust the Lord Jesus as your Savior, your responsibility as a grace, always in grace,” is a perfectly correct one. But, on the
sinner having to do with the God of judgment is ended for other hand, I am not so enthusiastic about the other expression,
eternity, but that same moment your responsibility as a child “the perseverance of the saints.” I believe in it; I believe that all
having to do with a Father in heaven begins. Now if as a child saints - all really belonging to God - will persevere to the end, for
you should sin against your Father, God will have to deal with the Book tells me, “He that shall endure unto the end, the same
you about that, but as a father and not as a judge. That is a line of shall be saved” (Matthew 24:13), and if a man starts out and
truth that stands by itself and does not contradict what I am now makes a profession but gives it all up, he will never be saved,
teaching. It explains some things that bewilder people when this because he was never born again to begin with, he was never truly
changed by grace divine. On the other hand, the reason he
doctrine is brought before them.
endures to the end is not because of any particular perseverance
The Spirit’s Perseverance
of his own. What I believe in, and what the Word of God clearly
In the second place, we base the doctrine of the eternal security teaches, is the perseverance of the Holy Spirit. When He begins
of the believer upon the perseverance and omnipotent power of a work, He never gives up until it is completed. That is our
confidence.
the Holy Spirit of God.
Look at Philippians 1:6. Writing to these saints, the apostle Experience And Faith
says, when he thanked them for their fellowship in the gospel
Forty-three years ago, the Spirit of God in grace led me to trust
from the first day until now, “Being confident of this very thing,
the Lord Jesus Christ. I have had many ups-and-downs since then,
that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it
as the old folks used to sing in a camp meeting I attended:
until the day of Jesus Christ.”
I am sometimes up and sometimes down,
Do you see that? Who began the good work in you if you are
But still my soul am heavenly bound.
a believer in the Lord Jesus? The Holy Spirit of God did. It was
I
have
had
varied experiences, but the wonderful thing is this,
He who convicted you of sin; it was He who led you to put your
trust in Christ; it was He who through the Word gave you the the Holy Spirit of God has never given me up. And if at times I
witness that you were saved; it is He who has been conforming have been wayward and willful and did not immediately bow
you to Christ since you first trusted the Lord Jesus. Having thus before God and repent of my waywardness and willfulness, then
taken you up in grace, the Holy Spirit has a definite purpose in I found I had to come under the rod, my Father’s rod, and He
view. He is eventually going to conform you fully to the image of whipped me into subjection until I came to the place where I was
the Lord Jesus Christ, and He never begins a work that He does ready to confess by failure and be restored to fellowship with

Him. But I was just as truly His child while getting a good
whipping as I was when the effects of it had restored me to
fellowship. Your child does not cease to be your child when you
have him over your knee and are using the slipper on him. It is
because he is your child and because you want him to grow up to
be a well-behaved boy that you do that. And so we believe in the
perseverance of the Holy Spirit of God, that having begun the
work He will carry it on to completion.

New Creation
In the third place, we base the doctrine of the eternal security
of the believer upon the fact of the new creation. In II Cor. 5:17
we read: “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.” That verse may be rendered like this: Therefore if
any man be in Christ, this is new creation; old things have passed
away, and all things have become new.
What do we mean by new creation? Just this: we were once in
the place of death; we were once utterly lost and ruined. How did
we get there? Follow me now. It was not by any act of our own.
Do you say, “I did not get into the place of spiritual death by any
act of my own?” No, you did not. Do you say, “I was not lost
because of any act of my own?” No, you were not. But why were
you numbered among the lost? Because you were born into the
world a member of the old creation of which Adam the first was
the head, and every child of Adam’s race comes into the world
lost and is under sentence of death. And so we read in verse 14,
“The love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that
if one died for all, then were all dead.”

The Two Adams
Let me try to make that clear. Here is Adam the first,
the head of the old creation, and he was placed on trial
in the Garden of Eden. The entire world was
represented in him - you were represented in him, I was
represented in him. As the Spirit of God says of Levi,
“He was yet in the loins of his father, when
Melchisedec met him” (Hebrews 7:10), so we, every
one of us, were represented there in Adam when the old
creation was on trial. Adam failed, and God said, “In
the day thou eatest thereof, dying thou shalt die.”
As a result of that failure the old creation fell down
in death, and every person that has ever been born in
the world since that time was born down there; no one
has been born up here, where Adam the first started,
except our Lord Jesus Christ, and His birth was a
supernatural one. Therefore, as members of the old
creation we were all dead, all lost.
But now see what happened - our Lord Jesus Christ
came into the world (the written Word here speaks of
Him as the living Word) and He stood on this plane of
sinlessness. Adam was created sinless but fell; Jesus
came, the sinless One, conceived of the Holy Ghost,

born of a virgin mother, but He saw men down there in death, and
at the cross He went down into death, down to where man was,
and came up in grace from death. But He did not come up alone,
for God has quickened us together with Christ, so that all who
believe in Him are brought up from that place of death; and as at
one time we were made partakers of Adam’s race, so now we are
made partakers of a new creation. What does God do for us now?
Does He put us where Adam was before and say, “Now behave
yourselves, and you won’t die again”? No, He puts us up higher
than Adam could ever have gone except by a new and divine
creation. “He hath raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6), and
because we belong to this new creation we can never be lost. You
were lost because the head of the old creation failed, and you
went down with him. You can never be lost unless the head of the
new creation falls, and if He does you will go down with Him.
But, thank God, He remains on the throne where God Himself has
put Him, in token of His perfect satisfaction in the work He
accomplished.
You may have heard of the Irishman who was converted but
was seized with a dreadful fear that some day he might commit
some great sin and lose his soul, that he might be lost after all,
and he trembled at the thought. He went to a meeting and heard
the words read, “Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in
God.” “Glory to God!” shouted Pat. “Whoever heard of a man
drowning with his head that high above water?” We are linked
with Him, we belong to the new creation, and that is why we shall
never be lost.
- more next week

NURSERY MINISTRY WORKERS FOR THIS WEEK
10:50 a.m. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1: Piper Quinnelly
Cradle Roll 2: Ryan Quinnelly
6:30 p.m. Service ----------- Cradle Roll 1: Bertha Segebarrt
Cradle Roll 2: Janet Bridges
Wed. Evening Service ----- Cradle Roll 1: LeAnna White
Cradle Roll 2: Rebekah White

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1.
2.
3.

4.
AND THE PEOPLE CAME...
Week of July 24, 2011
Sunday School -------------------------------------------------- 20
Sunday Morning Service --------------------------------------- 35
Sunday Evening Service ---------------------------------------- 28
Wed. Evening, 07/27/11 Service ---------------------------- 24

5.

Admit that you are a sinner.
Admit that God says all sins must be
paid for.
Accept the fact that Christ took upon
Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all
your sins.
You must change your mind about sin and
sinning (God calls this repentance).
By an act of your will, accept by faith
the Lord Jesus Christ, who can save you from
the penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a
simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His
promise to save you, and thank Him for His
salvation.

AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
Week of July 24, 2010
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------- $
Insurance Fund ---------------------------------------- $
Total Received for Week of 07/24/11:
$

532.00
23.00
555.00

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed
to operate the church EACH WEEK,

as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

INSURANCE FUND REPORT FOR JULY:
Monthly Requirement ------------------------------------- $ 273.08
Amount Received thusfar during July, 2011 ----------- $ 41.00
Amount Still Needed By August 5, 2011:
- $ 232.08

LISTEN TO ABIDINGRADIO.COM

Please Remember To
Be Faithful to Give!
As with everything else, the costs of keeping a church
going never go down - they always go up. Bills wait for no
one, and churches are no exception to this. An extra,
sacrificial gift today by everyone present would go a long
way...
We encourage all of our membership to practice
obedience to God by being faithful every payday to give
back to Him His tithe (10%). If every family in our church
would practice this one simple discipline, we would never
have weeks where we have to put off paying some bills until
the following week!
Everything is expensive, especially for a small church
like ours, but ours is a BIG God, and He LOVES to bless
His children when they are obedient to Him!
If you are already a tither, we thank you, and encourage
you to also give offerings as well. If you’re currently not
tithing, won’t you please start today - OK? Thank you.
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