
AND THE PEOPLE GAVE... 

Week of November 8, 2015

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------- $ 2,297.15

 Total Received for Week of 11/08/15: $ 2,297.15 

Week of November 15, 2015

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------- $    800.00

 Total Received for Week of 11/08/15: $    800.00 

Week of November 15, 2015

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------- $ 1,086.00

 Total Received for Week of 11/08/15: $ 1,086.00

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed

to operate the church EACH WEEK,

 as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

AUDITORIUM AIR CONDITIONER FUND -
Amount For Entire Project ----------------------------- $5,000.00

Amount Received So Far ----------------------------- $     85.00

            Total STILL NEEDED to pay off: $4,915.00

Church Directory
Todd W. White ------------------------------------------------------------------ Pastor

Mickie Shatwell ---------------------------------------------------------------- Pianist

Lois Mae Floyd ---------------------------------------------------- Pianist/ Organist

 ----------------------------------------------------------------- Greeter

Shayne Hooper, Brian Crawford, Charity Crawford -------------- S.S. Teachers

Larry & Mary Byars, ---------------------------------- --------------------- Outreach

Bertha Segebarrt ------------------------------------------------------------ Custodian

Flowers ------------------------------------------- Shirley White, Charity Crawford

NURSERY MINISTRY WORKERS FOR THIS WEEK
10:50 a.m. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1: LeAnna White

Cradle Roll 2:Charity Crawford

Sun. Eve. Service ----------- Cradle Roll 1: Kristi Hooper

Cradle Roll 2: Andrea Hooper

Wed. Eve. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1: Shirley White

Cradle Roll 2: Volunteer Needed!

AND THE PEOPLE CAME... 
Week of November 8, 2015

Sunday School -------------------------------------------------- 18

Sunday Morning Service ------------------------------------- 20

Sunday Evening Service -------------------------------------- 21

Wed. Eve. Service, 11/04/15 --------------------------------- 23 

Week of November 15, 2015

Sunday School -------------------------------------------------- 13

Sunday Morning Service ------------------------------------- 31

Sunday Evening Service -------------------------------------- 12

No Service on Wed. Eve., 11/18/15 ------------------------ 0 

Week of November 22, 2015

Sunday School -------------------------------------------------- 11

Sunday Morning Service ------------------------------------- 23

Sunday Evening Service -------------------------------------- 17

No Service on Wed. Eve., 11/25/15 ------------------------ 0

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be

paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon 

Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all

your sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and

sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith

the Lord Jesus Christ, who can save you from

the penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a

simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His

promise to save you, and thank Him for His

salvation. 

Please Remember To

Be Faithful to Give!

As with everything else, the costs of keeping a church

going never go down - they always go up. Bills wait for no

one, and churches are no exception to this. An extra,

sacrificial gift today by everyone present would go a long

way...

We encourage all of our membership to practice

obedience to God by being faithful every payday to give

back to Him His tithe (10%). If every family in our church

would practice this one simple discipline, we would never

have weeks where we have to put off paying some bills until

the following week! 

Everything is expensive, especially for a small church

like ours, but ours is a BIG God, and He LOVES to bless

His children when they are obedient to Him! 

If you are already a tither, we thank you, and encourage

you to also give offerings as well. If you’re currently not 

tithing, won’t you please start today - OK? Thank you.
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How God Speaks To Us
by the late Dr. W. A. Criswell, Pastor - First Baptist Dallas, 1944-1995

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the

fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son.”

(Hebrews 1:1-2)

This is a resume of the whole gamut of God’s revelation. At sundry times here and here and here and in divers manners in this way

and that way and in yet another way, God spake in times past unto our fathers, our forefathers, by the prophets, and today we would

say, “and by the apostles.” 

And He “hath in these last days...” Isn’t that an unusual descriptive word from the Book? This dispensation, this era, is referred

to in the Bible as the last days, beginning with Christ to the consummation, the last days. By God’s clock, we are approaching the

third day in God’s sight a thousand years is as a day. Our Lord’s been gone soon two days. Will He return the third day? In the

Scriptures since the days of our Lord, the era in which we live is called the last days. “And God, who in different times and in

different ways spake unto our forefathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son” (Hebrews 1:1, 2). 

Now the thought that I take from this avowal at the beginning of Paul or Apollo's' letter to the little church of Hebrews is that God

speaks to us. How does God speak to us? In those days past, at the sundry times and in the divers manners, in those days gone by

there have been times when God spoke in unusual ways, different ways, unique ways, unduplicated ways. 

For example, the high priest wore on his breastplate the Urim and the Thummin. And when he went before the Lord to inquire

God’s will for the nation, he used the Urim and the Thummin (Exodus 28:30). Nobody knows what they are. They were so familiar

through the generations in Israel that the Scripture writers never took time to describe what they were or how God made His will

known through them. 

Yet God spoke to the nation in the Urim and the Thummin. Possibly they were stones in the breastplate of the high priest. And

when he inquired the will of God, the Lord spake through lights or through casting them or through the arrangement of them. We

don’t know. That is a way that God spoke that is no more. 

Another way that God spoke, as described in 2 Kings, was when Jehoshophat, the king of Judah, came before Elisha who had

poured waters on the hands of Elijah and inquired of Elijah concerning the drought that threatened his army. Elisha said, “Bring me

a minstrel” and while the minstrel played, the spirit of God came upon Elisha and he prophesied and the Lord spoke to Elisha while

the minstrel played (II Kings 3:15). 

I can understand that - I can understand how a tremendous song or music program would inspire a preacher to feel the unction and

presence and spirit of the Lord God upon him. But I doubt whether such a thing would be with us as it was with Elisha that God

would make His will known while the minstrel played. 

Another way that God spoke in the Old Testament, which is unique, He spoke through Balaam’s donkey in Numbers 22:28-30. 

Well, I say that is unique. Sometimes when I go to conferences and listen over radio and I heard men speak for God, purportedly,

supposedly, I think I ought not to judge that man. I ought not to be critical of him. After all, God uses donkeys to make known His 

(continued inside)



Word. But you must say that it is unique, it is unusual, yet God

spoke to Balaam through his donkey. 

Usually though as we read through the Scriptures, God speaks

in times of crisis and He does it through the angel of the Lord or

through an audible voice. For example, on Mount Mariah

whenever Abraham lifted up the knife to plunge it into the heart

of his son Isaac, God spoke to him. The angel of the Lord called

to him and said, “Abraham, Abraham” in Genesis 22:11. God

spoke to him. The angel of the Lord spoke to him. Jesus, Jehovah

spoke to him. As Moses was on the backside of the desert he saw

a bush that burned unconsumed in Exodus 3:2. And Jehovah

Jesus spoke to him out of the burning bush. On the top of Mount

Sinai, out of the fury and the flame and the fire God spoke to the

nation (Genesis 19:18-19). The Lord spoke to Samuel when he

was a little boy and called him by name, “Samuel, Samuel.” And

did that four times. As the years passed God spoke to Daniel in

visions and in dreams. 

In the first chapter of the Book of Luke, the Christmas story

begins with a visit of the angel Gabriel to Zacharias the priest

who was ministering at the golden altar of incense in the Holy

Place. And there on the right side of the altar, suddenly appeared

Gabriel, the messenger from the presence of the Lord. And God

spoke to Zacharias through the angel messenger. 

In the passage of Scripture that you just read Paul, Saul of

Tarsus, breathing out and threatening slaughter against the people

of God, on his way to Damascus, met the Lord Himself in the

road. And Jesus spoke to him and called him by his name.

In the first chapter of the apocalypse, John says he was on the

aisle of Patmos, in exile for the word and testimony of the Lord. 

And he heard behind him a great voice, as of a trumpet, and being

turned to see the voice that spake unto him he saw the glorified

Son of God walking in the midst of the seven lamp stands. His

presence in His churches. 

God speaks in these glorious and marvelous and soul

determining ways. “God at sundry times and in divers manners

spake in times past unto the fathers by prophets and by the

apostles (Hebrews 1:1). 

Now sometimes we fall into the error of thinking as we read

this unusual manifestations and theophanies, an audible voice of

the messengers of God and of God Himself, we sometimes think

well, you know, God ought to speak to me like that. There ought

to be a vision of an angel. Or there ought to be an audible voice. 

And some of us, of which I have been one, in these days past,

especially in the years of my beginning ministry, I have earnestly

desired and prayed that God would reveal to me a message from

heaven by a holy voice or the vision of an angel. And that is quite

common, I have learned, among us. We reach out for those

visions and those audible voices for God to speak to us. 

Well, the reaching out for the unusual is something that is

unique in human experience. We sometimes fall into those hopes

and graspings and outreachings. Lord, that an angel would come

or that I might hear a voice or that there might be a light from

heaven or a sublime vision or dream. And that gives rise to the

message of the morning. 

How Does God Speak to Us?

First and foremost, God speaks to us by His Word. When

we talk to God we call that prayer. As Abraham stayed before the

Lord and said, “Behold I have taken upon myself to speak unto

thee, I who am but dust and ashes” (Genesis 18:27). When I talk

to God I call that praying, pleading, interceding, speaking to the

Lord. That’s prayer, when I talk to God. How does God talk to

me? God speaks to me first and foremost through His revealed

and written Word - through the Holy Scriptures. 

As the scroll was given to Jesus and the Lord unrolled the

scroll and read out of God’s holy Word and said to the people in

the synagogue, “This day is this word fulfilled in your sight, in

your presence, in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). This is God’s

Word to you. This is God’s Word to us. And all human

experience, all of it, spiritual and religious and emotional must be

guided by the revelation of the Word of God in this holy Book. 

For my faculties are fallen. It is not just my human body that is

fallen. My entire personality, my soul, my spirit, my mind, my

emotions, my will, my whole being is also fallen. And I can fall

into extremities and into error by my fallen nature. I can be

misled. And by deceiving spirits I can be misled. And I must

judge and guard and guide all of my experience by the Word of

God. 

This is according to the saintly prophets and apostles and the

Lord Himself. They studied the Holy Scriptures and they guided

their prophecies and their lives by the revealed Word of God. 

God spoke to the apostles and to the prophets and to the saints by

the Holy Scriptures. 

For example, Daniel was studying the word of God, in this

instance the prophecy of Jeremiah. Daniel was studying the Word

of God and it was there that he learned in studying the Word of

God that the Lord had said, “Seventy years and the people will

be free to return to Jerusalem to the home land” (Daniel 9:2).

And the seventy years had come to pass and Daniel prepared

himself and his nation for the great trek back to Canaan. 

He studied the Bible and God spoke to Daniel through the

Word of God. Ezra gave himself to a studying of the Word of the

Lord and God spoke to Ezra through the revealed and written

Word. And Ezra stood on a high pulpit and he made known the

word to the people. And when Ezra opened the book the people

all stood up in Nehemiah 8:5. 

The Lord Jesus says, and how many times does He repeat it,

that this is done and that is done in order that the Scripture might

be fulfilled. And He ordered His life by the word of God. And if

I were to begin to take the apostles as they write here in these

epistles and quote the Holy Scriptures, we would be here all day

long. The Book of Hebrews, out of which I have taken my text,

is almost nothing else but collocation, pericopes of the holy Word 

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS

9999 FURTHER ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE FOR THE 

SECOND TEMPLE - Archaeologists have unearthed clear

evidence of a citadel built by Antiochus IV Epiphanes to control

Jerusalem in 168 BC. The evidence consists of many things,

including the following: first, physical evidence of the citadel (its

foundation, a massive wall, and remnants of its tower); second,

ballista stones and bronze arrowheads stamped with Antiochus’s

symbol, a pitchfork; third, coins dating to Antiochus’s reign. 

This confirms the account in I and II Maccabees and Josephus’

history of the Jewish wars. Acra Fortress, located south of the

City of David, was constructed by Antiochus, king of Syria and

a forerunner of the antichrist, in an attempt to quell a rebellion led

by Jewish priests and centered in the Temple. The directors of the

excavation have stated, “This sensational discovery allows us for

the first time to reconstruct the layout of settlement and the actual

look of the city on the eve of the Hasmonean revolt. The new

archaeological finds testify to the establishment of a properly

fortified stronghold constructed on the high bedrock cliff

overlooking the steep slopes of the City of David hill. This

stronghold controlled all means of approach to the Temple, and

cut the Temple off from the southern parts of the city”

(“2,000-year-old fortress unearthed in Jerusalem after

century-long search,” Times of Israel, Nov. 3, 2015).

9999 SHARIA LAW AND BLASPHEMY - In Islamic Sharia law, 

blasphemy is punishable by death, but blasphemy is not limited

to saying something against Allah. It also includes saying

anything negative against Muhammad, the Quran, suggesting that

the Sharia law is defective, or “refusing the decision of the ijma,

which is the consensus of the Islamic community or umma”

(Serge Trifkovic, The Sword of the Prophet, p. 106). The Sharia

blasphemy law has often been used to target someone with a false

accusation. 

This has happened frequently in Pakistan and other places in

recent years. And Sharia often becomes mob rule, when Muslims

take “justice” into their own hands and injure or kill those who

are accused of blasphemy. No evidence is needed. In November

2014, a Christian husband and wife in Pakistan were burned alive

by a mob on allegations of blasphemy. They were thrown into the

brick kiln at the factory where they worked. The woman was

pregnant with the couple’s fifth child. “As the couple was

burning and crying their innocence, the mob was shouting ‘Allah

hu Akbar,’ ‘death to blasphemer,’ ‘kill infidel Christians’”

(“Christian Couple Burnt Alive,” Pakistan Christian Post, Nov.

7, 2014). 

Some other Sharia laws are as follows: A Muslim who leaves

Islam is subject to death. A non-Muslim who leads a Muslim

away from Islam is subject to death. A non-Muslim who marries

a Muslim woman is subject to death. Theft is punishable by the

amputation of the right hand. Testimonies of four male witnesses

are required to prove rape against a woman. A woman who has

been raped cannot testify in court against her rapist(s).

9999 U.S. PRESIDENT WARNS ABOUT ISLAM’S MARCH - 

Theodore Roosevelt, 26th President of the United States

(1901-09), wrote the following in 1916: 

“Christianity was saved in Europe solely because the peoples

of Europe fought. If the peoples of Europe in the 7th and 8th

centuries, and on up to and including the 17th century, had not

possessed a military equality with, and gradually a growing

superiority over the Mohammedans who invaded Europe,

Europe would at this moment be Mohammedan and the

Christian religion would be exterminated” (Roosevelt, Fear God

and Take Your Part). Islam’s attempt to conquer Europe in the

eighth century was thwarted in the east by the Byzantines and in

the west by the Franks. 

9999 CHICK-FIL-A SUPPORTS “LGBT” CAUSES - Last month, 

Chick-fil-A sponsored a film festival that promotes

open-mindedness toward the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,

Transgender) movement. The film festival, Level Ground, was

founded by two Fuller Theological Seminary students to create

“safe space for dialogue about faith, gender and sexuality through

the arts.” 

Participating in the October 15 festival were Jennifer Knapp,

a Contemporary Christian Music artist who “came out” as a

lesbian in 2005, and Karen Swallow Prior, an English professor

at Liberty University and a research fellow for the Ethics and

Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist

Convention (“Chick-fil-A challenged,” Baptist News, Oct. 29,

2015). 

This summer, Chick-fil-A donated food to a gay pride parade

in Iowa (“Why is pro-marriage Chick-fil-A sponsoring an LGBT

film festival?” Charisma News, Oct. 28, 2015). In 2012, there

was a huge outpouring of support for Chick-fil-A after its

president, Southern Baptist Dan Cathy, voiced support for

traditional marriage and was attacked by homosexual rights

activists. Less than two years later Cathy backtracked on that,

telling the Atlanta Journal-Constitution that it had been a

“mistake” to “support political or social agendas.” He said that he

had been working with LGBT activist Shane Windmeyer and that

Chick-fil-A had “dramatically” cut donations to groups

considered to be “anti-gay” by homosexual activists. 



Isn’t that a sweet thing for somebody to do to the pastor? I’ve

been going between Sundays for seven consecutive weeks, and

have worn myself out going. And then they sent me that little

poem. 

I know we ought to do for God. And I know for the most part

we are phlegmatic lethargic in the presence of the work of the

Lord. And I know we ought to dedicate ourselves to the tasks and

the assignments that God has laid upon us. But I also know first

and above all that before I attempt them I ought to be endued

with power from on high. “Tarry, wait until the Holy Spirit, in

unction and in grace, is upon you” (Luke 24:49). And we can

literally lose our strength in the busyness of life. God speaks to

us in stillness, in quiet, in intercession. 

Fourth, God speaks to us in need.  Paul said, “In the night I

had a dream. A man of Macedonia stood up and said, ‘Come

into Macedonia and to help us.’” Then the next verse Luke

appears and for the first time you have a we. Luke appears and

Luke says after Paul dreamed that dream, “then we crossed into

Macedonia assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us to

preach the gospel unto them” (Luke 19:8-10).

A need, in a need, God speaks to us. Why I remember one time

I went to a queenly lovely woman and said to her, “In this

community our young people are so turning away from God. 

Would you teach a class of young people?” a lovely home, a

lovely woman. And I pressed upon her the need of those young

people. God calls in a need, in a need. 

One of the young men with whom I went to school in the

seminary came back from the missionary and out of service he

said, “It came to my hear not why should I go to the mission field

but why should I not go to the mission field and I didn’t have any

answer to God why I shouldn’t go. The need is so great so I went

to the mission field.” 

A need. God speaks to us. There is a class of boys or a class of

girls or here is a mission or here is a ministry. God speaks to us

in a need. 

Fifth and last, and I must hasten, God speaks to us in family

responsibilities. In an amazing sentence, listen to it; Paul wrote to

his son in the ministry, Timothy:, “He that provides not for his

own and especially they of his own house has denied the faith

and is worse than an infidel” (I Timothy 5:8). I just can’t

imagine a sentence like that. However a man may pray, be holy

and pious and attentive to religious duties, listen to that sentence. 

But, “he that provides not for his own and especially they of his

own household has denied the faith and is worse than an

infidel.”  God speaks to us in our family responsibilities. 

Before I got down, as some of you know, I was in a week’s

meeting with a friend from seminary days whom I promised for

thirty years that I would be with him in a revival meeting. And he

had built a new church house. He has a little church but oh, they

had done such a magnificent thing. He said, “If you are ever

coming, come now. It will be a part of the dedication of our new

building.” 

So I said, “Write it down”. So the first full week in December

I held a meeting. In that meeting on Wednesday night I had a

service in which I preached a sermon entitled Dad, Look Behind

You, dad, turn around and look behind you. Look at your church. 

Look at your home and look at your son. That was the sermon. 

Dad, Turn Around and Look Behind You. Look at this boy who

is following right behind. 

And when I got through preaching I pressed an appeal all of

you men here who have a son, all of you men here who have a

son, get that son by the hand and come down here and let’s

dedicate our lives and the life of that boy to God. And if the boy

is over here and you are over there, get that boy or son, if you are

over here and your father is there, get your father and come. Oh,

it’s a moving thing. Those men down there with their boys, one,

two, three, sometimes four and then we have that service of

dedication and commitment; the father committing himself to

God, walking in the presence of the lad and then dedicating that

boy kneeling by his side. It’s a moving thing. 

Right here sat a man and his wife and two boys. Right there. 

And as we sang and pressed the invitation, stubborn, unyielding,

rejecting he stood there. Finally his wife walked in front of him

as he moved back against the pew to let her by. And his wife

moved in front of him and then the older boy moved in front of

him and then the younger boy moved in front of him and she

came down with those two boys and acting in the place of the

father she knelt with those two boys and dedicated the lives of

those two boys to God. 

When the service was over, the pastor who is a godly and

humble, sweet, wonderful servant of the Lord, the pastor went to

the man and said, “Sir, why did you not come with those boys?” 

And that man replied to the pastor, he said, “I was waiting for

God to speak to me to tell me to do it.” 

And the pastor replied, “Sir, if God does not speak to your

heart in a service like that and in a message like that and in these

two boys, God does not speak at all.” 

And that is the truest word that any pastor ever spoke in his

ministry. If God does not speak to a man in his children and if

God does not speak to a man in his home and if God does not

speak to a man in the responsibilities of these the Lord has placed

in His care, then God does not speak at all. 

These are the ways that God speaks to us today. Lord, humbly

may I listen, and may I respond as in the Word, as in the inner

conviction of the Spirit, as in those moments of quiet

intercession, as in the need of God’s witness in the earth and as

in the face of my children and in the circle of my home. I hear the

voice of God. 

of God. 

And it is no less so in the apocalypse. How very much of the

Revelation, the last climatic Book of the Bible, is a collection of

the Holy Scriptures that God has revealed to the fathers, to the

prophets. God speaks to us by the holy Word. And if I would

listen to the voice of God, let me open this Book and as in prayer

I speak to God. So in the Book God speaks to me.

There is not a more moving passage in the Bible than Paul’s

word to his son in the ministry, Timothy at Ephesus, pleading

with the young fellow to come and see him before he is executed. 

And he says, “And when you come stop by Troas and get the

garment that I left with Carpus because it is cold in this

dungeon. And bring that cloak and then he says bring the

books, but especially the parchments” (II Timothy 4:9, 13). 

That is the Word of God, the Bible. 

How does God speak to us? He speaks to us through the Holy

Scriptures. How does God speak to us? The Lord speaks to us in

that inner tribunal and holy judge that we call our conscience. 

God speaks to us in a trained Christian conscience. 

I haven’t time to go through this first letter of Paul to his son

in the ministry, Timothy, but how many times would he speak of

a good conscience and of a pure conscience? That is a Christian

trained sensitive conscience. Then, in the fourth chapter he speaks

of some who have their conscience seared with a hot iron. They

have so given themselves to evil that they have lost that

sensitivity of heart and soul toward God. But God speaks to us in

that great holy judge who sits in judgment upon every thought

and act of our lives. 

When a conscience is made sensitive and when it is guided and

trained by the Christian faith and directive and Word of God, the

Lord will speak to us in the conscience. I am condemned and

convicted as the Holy Spirit speaks to me inwardly. Or I am

encouraged and I am furthered and I am led in a fine and noble

commitment and life. Judged by my conscience. God speaks to

me, as Paul says, either affirming or disavowing, condemning in

my inward soul, in my conscience. 

That’s why when I pray and when I talk to God almost always

there will be somewhere in that prayer that I will mention my

sins. When I hear our people pray, almost always there will be an

asking of God to forgive us our sins because that inward judge

that God has placed inside of us, the moral image of God makes

us sensitive and the Lord speaks to us inwardly in our conscience. 

Third, God not only speaks to us in His Word and God not

only speaks to us inwardly in our conscience but God speaks to

us in quietness and in stillness. Isaiah said to the king, “We are

threatened by the wing bull of Ashur, by the bitter and merciless

Assyrian and you have sent down to Egypt and you are resting

in the strength of the arm of Pharoah and of the swift horses of

Egypt” (Isaiah 30:2-6, 16). Then the prophet said to the king,

“In returning and in rest, in quietness and in confidence, be

your strength” (Isaiah 30:15). 

Oh dear - what a Word of God that is to us! We think and we

suppose that as we face the floodtide of evil, oh how we must be

busy and how we must employ the methods of the world and how

we must use all of these ingenious things in the world in order to

stem the floodtide of evil. When, actually, the strength of the

people of God never has been in their business, in their multiplied

activities. But the actual strength of the people of God lies in their

communion and in their quietness and in their assurance and in

their confidence, in that deep un-perturbation that belongs to

those who know God. 

Ah, Lord, how many times do I sense, do I have the feeling

that how much is going on but how little of the power and

presence of the Spirit of the Lord is in it? In rest, in quietness, in

confidence shall you be saved. 

God speaks to us in stillness and in waiting. I could not think

of a finer illustration of that than of Elijah. Oh how active he was,

he said, for the Lord and how zealous he was for God! Then

when Jezebel got after him, fleeing before the face of that

imperious queen, he went down to Mount Sinai and there in a

cave was a great wind that tore the rocks of the mountains. But

God wasn’t in the wind. And there was a mighty earthquake that

shook the foundations of the earth. And God wasn’t in the

earthquake. And there was a flaming fire, and God wasn’t in the

fire. 

Then, there was a still, small voice; the Hebrew is “and there

was a great stillness,” a great stillness, a gentle stillness. And

Elijah covered his face with his mantle in the presence of God

and the Lord spake in the great stillness. 

I can tell you, and any preacher, this - That if you give your life

to things and things and things your ministry will be shallower

and shallower and shallower until finally it hardly has the

presence and power of God in it at all. It is they who have time to

commune with the Lord to whom God speaks. He speaks to us in

quietness and in stillness. 

Somebody, while I was sick, sent me a little poem. May I read

it to you? 

I needed the quiet, so He drew me aside 

Into the shadows where we could confide. 

Away from the bustle where all the day long 

I hurried and worried when active and strong. 

I needed the quiet, though at first I rebelled. 

But gently, so gently, my cross He upheld 

And whispered so sweetly of spiritual things 

Though weakened in body my spirit took wings 

To heights never dreamed of when active and gay 

He loved me so gently He drew me away. 

I needed the quiet, no prison my bed 

But a beautiful valley of blessings instead. 

A place to grow richer in Jesus to hide 

I needed the quiet, so He drew me aside. 


