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The Tablecloth

A

brand new pastor and his wife, newly assigned to their first ministry, to reopen a church in suburban
Brooklyn, arrived in early October, excited about their opportunities. When they saw their church, it
was very run down and needed much work. They set a goal to have everything done in time to have
their first service on Christmas Eve. They worked hard, repairing pews, plastering walls, painting, etc. and, on
December 18, were ahead of schedule and just about finished.
On December 19, a terrible rainstorm his the area and lasted for two days. On the 21st, the pastor went over
to the church. His heart sank when he saw that the roof had leaked, causing a large area of plaster about 6'x 8' fall off the front wall
of the sanctuary just behind the pulpit, beginning about head high. The pastor cleaned up the mess on the floor and not knowing what
else to do but postpone the Christmas Eve service, headed home.
On the way, he noticed that a local business was having a flea market type sale for charity; so he stopped in.
One of the items was a beautiful, handmade, ivory colored, crocheted tablecloth with exquisite work, fine colors and a Cross
embroidered right in the center. It was just the right size to cover up the hole in the front wall. He bought it and headed back to the
church.
By this time, it had started to snow. An older woman running from the opposite direction was trying to catch the bus. She missed
it. The pastor invited her to wait in the warm church for the next bus 45 minutes later. She sat in a pew and paid no attention to the
pastor while he got a ladder, hanger, etc., to put up the tablecloth as a wall tapestry. The pastor could hardly believe how beautiful
it looked and it covered up the entire problem area.
Then he noticed the woman walking down the center aisle. Her face was like a sheet. "Pastor," she asked, "where did you get that
tablecloth? The pastor explained. The woman asked him to check the lower right corner to see if the initials, EBG were crocheted
into it there. They were. These were the initials of the woman, and she had made this tablecloth 35 years before, in Austria. The
woman could hardly believe it as the pastor told how he had just gotten the tablecloth.
The woman explained that before the war, she and her husband were well-to-do people in Austria. When the Nazis came, she was
forced to leave. Her husband was going to follow her the next week. She was captured, sent to prison and never saw her husband
or her home again.
The pastor wanted to give her the tablecloth; but she made the pastor keep it for the church. The pastor insisted on driving her
home, that was the least he could do. She lived on the other side of Staten Island and was only in Brooklyn for the day for a house
cleaning job.
What a wonderful service they had on Christmas Eve. The church was almost full. The music and the spirit were great. At the end
of the service, the pastor and his wife greeted everyone at the door and many said that they would return.
One older man, whom the pastor recognized from the neighborhood, continued to sit in one of the pews and stare, and the pastor
wondered why he wasn't leaving. The man asked him where he got the tablecloth on the front wall because it was identical to the
one that his wife had made years ago when they lived in Austria before the war, and how could there be two tablecloths so alike?
He told the pastor how the Nazis came, how he forced his wife to flee for her safety, and he was supposed to follow her; but he was
arrested and put in prison. He never saw his wife or his home again or all the 35 years in between.
The pastor asked him if he would allow him to take him for a little ride.
They drove to Staten Island and to the same house where the pastor had taken the woman three days earlier. He helped the man
climb the three flights of stairs to the woman's apartment, knocked on the door and he saw the greatest Christmas reunion he could
ever imagine.
- Author Unknown

IS HEALING PART OF
THE ATONEMENT?
by Evangelist David Cloud (continued)

We’ve been looking at the history of the modern neoPentecostal movement, specifically the people who led it into
prominence during in the last 150 years or so. Further, we’ve also
talked about the fact that:

together, and then Branham left. And the husband (the pastor)
said to me, “Now, Brother Pohl,” he said, “I’ve spent thousands
of dollars to try to get help for my wife, on doctors, and this and
that and the other, medicines.” He said, “I really can’t afford it,
1. THE HEALING OF CALVARY IS, FIRST AND but here”-- and he wrote out a sizable check. He said, “I can’t
afford it, but Branham is worth it.” He said, “My wife is healed.”
FOREMOST, SPIRITUAL HEALING
He took Branham at his word. See, it wasn’t anything else; he
2. THE PHYSICAL ASPECT OF SALVATION
just believed Branham. And here was this sizable check. He said,
PERTAINS TO RESURRECTION; IT IS A FUTURE “Give it to Branham.” Which I did, the next day.

HOPE NOT A PRESENT REALITY
3. THE HEALING MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLES
WAS UNIQUE: IT WAS TO AUTHENTICATE
THEIR WORK
4. GOD DID NOT ALWAYS HEAL, EVEN IN THE
FIRST CENTURY
and last time, we looked at the how that -

Later on, about three, four weeks later, I left for Ontario. I was
missionary secretary of our denomination, and I visited some of
our churches in Ontario. And in the process of visiting our
churches, I came to Port Arthur, Port William. We had a church
in Port William, and one of the first things I did when I got to
Port William was to ask the pastors, “What about pastor so and so
in Port Arthur?” I named him. I said, “How’s his wife doing?” I
said, “She was healed in the meetings in Saskatoon.”

5. CHARISMATIC HEALERS CANNOT HEAL
And I saw a strange look that came over their faces as I asked
THEMSELVES
that question. And I thought in my heart, “Oh, no, not another
6. FAITH HEALERS CANNOT HEAL OTHERS
one.” Just like the family I was telling you about in Saskatoon,

This week, we continue to look at the lack of healing ability
of the so-called faith healers. Last time we began looking at
William Branham. Here is the conclusion of the interview O
Timothy Magazine had with Alfred Pohl, who was a worker in
one of Branham’s crusades in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Pohl was
right by Branham’s side during the meetings and attended
Branham when he prayed over the bedridden cases following the
evening healing services:

from Regina. And I said in my heart, “No, not another one.”
And they said, “Haven’t you heard, haven’t you heard? She’s
dead. She passed away.”

Well that was another blow to me, because I began to realize
that something was wrong with this kind of healing. This was
counterfeit; something was drastically wrong. Of all people, here
was a pastor who loved the Lord and served the Lord, and, you
Then the other party was--I recall so well--was a pastor from know, why did this happen? Did his faith fail? Did his wife’s faith
Port Arthur, Ontario, which is now called Thunderbay, Ontario. fail? He had a whole church behind him. But no, she passed
away.
(They combined two cities, Port Arthur and Port William.]
I was told that the worst thing was that this man (the pastor)
This man was a Pentecostal pastor, had a radio broadcast and,
had
a very good radio broadcast in the area. He went on the air as
I understand, quite a sizable church. He flew his wife in and the
soon
as he got home, and he announced that they had been to
nurse to Saskatoon which was quite a trip--quite costly. And
again I had the phone call from the airport and placed them in a Saskatoon to the Branham meetings and had wonderful meetings
room there eventually in the dorm. And when the meeting was there, and there were many healings, and amongst them his wife
over, and the prayer line was over in the church, I brought was gloriously healed in those meetings.
I’m sure that many people rejoiced, were happy to hear that.
Branham into the dorm and he prayed for this lady as well. He
prayed also for the nurse. The nurse was deaf. He prayed for her But, it wasn’t very long after that, a few days later, he had to get
healing, and claimed that she was healed. He also claimed that the on the same radio station and mention the fact that his wife had
passed away. And I was told this gave his radio program a severe
pastor’s wife was healed of cancer.
Well, there was great rejoicing. Let me tell you, we rejoiced blow and setback, because the world at large--I mean they think
together, because I thoroughly believed in Branham all this time, too, they’re not stupid--here one day she was gloriously healed,
I thought he was just ... just it. He was God’s man. We rejoiced and a few days later she’s dead. You know, this doesn’t add up.
We had more of those cases - these are just two exceptional

ones - but there were others that passed away. I stood beside bed
after bed, person after person who was pronounced healed and
yet, where were they? They passed away. So there was something
very wrong with this type of healing.

AIMEE SEMPLE MCPHERSON Earlier in these studies we saw that
Pentecostal preacher Aimee Semple
McPherson, founder of the Foursquare
Pentecostal Churches, taught that physical
healing is guaranteed Christ’s atonement,
is part of the Gospel, and is available to
those who have faith. In spite of this, most
who came to her meetings in search of
healing left disappointed. McPherson and
her supporters emphasized the various healings which took place
during her meetings, but the fact is that most who came for
healing were not helped. To go through McPherson’s healing line
required that one obtain a card, and these were normally limited
to 75 people.

physical wholeness, that the Christian has the power to command
things into being, and that the Christian can operate in the same
sign gifts that Christ exhibited. Even so, very few of those who
sought Wigglesworth’s healing ministrations were ever healed.
His own wife died six years after he became a Pentecostal, and his
son died two years after that. His daughter, who assisted in his
meetings, was never healed of her deafness. For three years he
suffered with gallstones. We who understand that physical healing
is not PROMISED for this present time know that such things are
part of God’s sovereign plan and we are not confused by these
events. God often heals in answer to prayer, but He does not
always heal. According to the doctrine that physical healing is
guaranteed in the atonement and is a part of the Gospel, though,
such things should not occur. Those who hold this doctrine tell us
that sickness is never a blessing of God, that it is of the devil, that
it has been defeated on the cross. According to his own doctrine,
Wigglesworth’s daughter should have been healed of her deafness
and he should have been healed of his own sicknesses. His wife
should have been healed of the sickness that took her life when
she was but a young woman, and his son should have been healed
of the sickness that took him away in childhood.

The following sad case of a little girl who attended a
McPherson revival crusade illustrates the plight of those who are
Mary Boddy, the woman who laid hands on Wigglesworth in
duped by this false teaching:
1907 when he was allegedly “baptized in the Holy Spirit,” had
A little girl wore a pair of glasses one-half of which was come into a Pentecostal experience only a month prior to that.
entirely black. I gathered that she was totally blind in one eye and Mrs. Boddy believed in the doctrine of healing in the atonement,
almost blind in the other. I sat upon the stage very close to the but she spent the last sixteen years of her life as an invalid.
whole procedure. While prayer was being made for her, the little A.A. ALLEN - The aforementioned
girl, who appeared to be about 11 years of age, wept and sobbed A.A. Allen (1911-1970), Pentecostal
and writhed in her eagerness to secure the help that she had been healing evangelist who had a large
led to expect. She left the platform and public claim was made by and influential ministry in the early to
one of the workers that she had been healed, and the little girl mid part of the century, was a
verified the claim by a nod of the head given in reply to the drunkard and a charlatan. His Miracle
question of the workers. An hour later, when the meeting was out, Magazine was filled with incredible
I noticed a small cluster of women near the platform. I thought I claims, such as the cure of a woman
saw the blind little girl in their midst, so I asked my wife to go who allegedly shed 200 pounds
over and investigate and talk to her if necessary. She found the instantly during one of his healing
erstwhile ‘cured’ girl flat on her face on the floor, sobbing, with services. In 1956 he began claiming
shattered hopes and a breaking heart. Her disappointment was that miracle oil flowed from the hands
complete, and so was her disillusionment. The improved sight and heads of those attending his
that she seemed to have had in the midst of the excitement on the meetings. This allegedly began when God poured supernatural oil
platform had disappeared, and with it the hope of the little girl of the hands of Lewin Burchan, a seven-year-old boy who was
(Arno Clemens Gaebelein, The Healing Question, New York: Our being used as a Pentecostal evangelist. In the 1960s, Allen
Hope Publications, 1925, p. 93).
launched a “raise the dead” campaign, urging his followers to
Though there were some notable healings documented under
McPherson’s ministry, one of McPherson’s biographers, Daniel
Epstein (though extremely sympathetic to her), admitted those
healed were “mostly diseases of the immune system, or attributed
to hysteria.” He said: “Sister Aimee is not credited with raising
anyone from the dead, correcting a harelip or cleft palate, or
restoring a missing limb, digit, or internal organ” (Epstein, Sister
Aimee, New York: Harcourt, Brace Jovanovich, 1993, p. 112).

SMITH WIGGLESWORTH - Aforementioned Pentecostal
evangelist Smith Wigglesworth taught that God promises perfect

believe God for resurrections. He had to stop this when some
refused to bury their dead loved ones (David Edwin Harrell, Jr.,
Oral Roberts: An American Life, p. 199). Allen also claimed to
have the authority to lay hands on those who gave to his ministry,
granting them “the power to get wealth.”
- more next week

DON’T FORGET - OUR LOTTIE
MOON POST OFFICE IS OPEN!

NURSERY MINISTRY WORKERS FOR THIS WEEK

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED

10:50 a.m. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1: Bertha Segebarrt
Cradle Roll 2: Shirley White
6:30 p.m. Service ----------- Cradle Roll 1: Rebekah White
Cradle Roll 2: Nathaniel White
Wed. Evening Service ----- Volunteers Needed!

1.
2.

AND THE PEOPLE CAME...

4.

Week of December 5, 2010
Sunday School -------------------------------------------------- 16
Sunday Morning Service --------------------------------------- 36
Sunday Evening Service ---------------------------------------- 30
Wed. Evening, 12/08/10 Service ---------------------------- 21

AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...

3.

5.

Admit that you are a sinner.
Admit that God says all sins must be
paid for.
Accept the fact that Christ took upon
Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all
your sins.
You must change your mind about sin and
sinning (God calls this repentance).
By an act of your will, accept by faith
the Lord Jesus Christ, who can save you from
the penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in
a simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His
promise to save you, and thank Him for His
salvation.

Week of December 5, 2010
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------ $ 1,140.00
Insurance Fund ---------------------------------------- $
36.00
Total Received for Week of 12/05/10:
$ 1,176.00

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed
to operate the church EACH WEEK,

as a minimum = $ 1,400.00
INSURANCE FUND REPORT THIS MONTH:
Monthly Requirement ------------------------------------- $ 273.08
Amount Received since 12/05/10 ----------------------- $ 15.04
Amount Still Needed By 01/06/11:
$ 258.04

MAKE PLANS NOW TO SEE AND HEAR -

Chuck Crain
of
Presley’s
Country Jubilee
from
Branson,
Missouri
Chuck is a lead tenor and will be ministering to us
through southern gospel music on Sunday evening,
January 16 at 6:30 p.m.

Please Remember To
Be Faithful to Give!
As with everything else, the costs of keeping a church
going never go down - they always go up. Bills wait for no
one, and churches are no exception to this. An extra,
sacrificial gift today by everyone present would go a long
way...
We encourage all of our membership to practice
obedience to God by being faithful every payday to give
back to Him His tithe (10%). If every family in our church
would practice this one simple discipline, we would never
have weeks where we have to put off paying some bills until
the following week!
Everything is expensive, especially for a small church
like ours, but ours is a BIG God, and He LOVES to bless
His children when they are obedient to Him!
If you are already a tither, we thank you, and encourage
you to also give offerings as well. If you’re currently not
tithing, won’t you please start today - OK? Thank you.

INSURANCE FUND REPORT FOR NOVEMBER:
Monthly Requirement ------------------------------------- $ 273.08
Amount Received during the month --------------------- $ 273.08
Amount Short for Month:
$ 0.00!!!

