AND THE PEOPLE CAME...

- Week of January 7, 2024 -
Sunday School 21
Sunday Morning Service 45
Sunday Evening Service 28
Wednesday Eve., 01/10/24 Service 22

AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
- Week of January 7, 2024 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings --------------------- $ 1,735.00

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/07/24: $§ 1,735.00

- Week of December 31, 2023 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings --------------------- $ 3,940.00
Church Sign Restoration Fund ----- ----$ 13564
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 12/24/23: $ 4,075.64

- Week of December 24, 2023 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings --------------------- $ 2.369.24
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 12/24/23: $§ 2,369.24

- Week of December 17, 2023 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings --------------------- $ 1,404.34
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 12/17/23: § 1,404.34

- Week of December 10, 2023 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings --------------------- $ 1,390.24
Love Offering Income $ 20.00

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 12/10/23: § 1,410.24

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed for church
operating expenses EACH WEEK, as a minimum = $ 1,600.00
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WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED

1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be
paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon
Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all
your sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and
sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith
the Lord Jesus Christ, Who can save you from the
penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a
simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His promise
to save you, and thank Him for His salvation.

I CAN UNDERSTAND ROAD RAGE ...
BUT ... ON THE CHURCH PARKING LOT?
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Larry & Mary Byars Outreach
LeAnna White Custodian
Keith Shufelt Men’s Prayer Group
GinaMarie Shufelt Ladies Bible Study/Flowers
Seth White Sound/Video

SOUTH HEIGHTS BAPTIST’S WEEKLY

REMINDER

Volume XXIX

January 14, 2024 Number 2

ROGER WILLIAMS AND HIS GLORIOUS
EXPERIMENT OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

by Evangelist David W. Cloud

Roger Williams (1603-1683) was a key figure in the battle for religious liberty in England and
America. He was a man of deep spiritual and moral conviction who had the God-given courage to go
against the tide of society in his day.

Born in England, Williams studied law with the famous Sir Edward Coke, (1552-1634), who called
him “my son” and educated him.

Coke, a member of parliament, chief justice, and attorney general during the reigns of Elizabeth
I, James I, and Charles I, was one of the most important jurists in England’s history. Brave and
incorruptible, he fought for Common Law (as defined by Parliament) against the supremacy of the king. He was responsible for many
of England’s civil laws that restricted the king’s power. James I believed in the supreme right of kings. His position was Rex est lex
loguens (“the king is the law speaking”), but Coke argued that the king was under law.

Coke authored the Institutes of the Laws of England and the Petition of Right (1628). The latter set out personal liberties that the
king was not allowed to infringe. Based on the Magna Carta and other ancient laws, it was a groundbreaking constitutional document.
Prior to that, the king could do such things as imprison people without legal authority, raise taxes without parliamentary support,
require citizens to make loans to the government, force billet soldiers, and declare martial law at will. Charles I had done all of this.
Coke set precedents that include the right to silence, restriction on the declaration of martial law, “the prohibition of double jeopardy,
the right of a court to void a legislative act, the use of writs of habeas corpus to limit royal power and protect individual rights” (John
Barry, “God, Government and Roger Williams,” Smithsonian Magazine, Jan. 2012). A writ of habeas corpus means, literally, “an order
to produce the body” and refers to a court’s power to demand that an agency holding someone in custody must produce the person to
the court issuing the writ and show legal authority for holding the person. It is a protection against unlawful imprisonment.

Roger Williams
(1603-1683)

Coke’s protege, Roger Williams, was doubtless influenced by his benefactor’s zeal for Common Law over “Royal Prerogative.”
It was a fundamental principle of personal liberty.

Instead of pursuing law, Williams attended Cambridge and became an Anglican priest. He could read the Bible in Latin, Greek,
and Hebrew and also knew French and Dutch.

As a student at Cambridge, Williams came to the following fundamental principles:

First, separation from the established church. He saw the Church of England as corrupt and unscriptural, and believed it was
necessary to separate from it.

Second, freedom of religion or “soul liberty.” He believed that each individual should be free to follow his own conscience in
matters of God and religion. He believed that freedom of religion was a gift from God. He said, “Forced worship stinks in the nostrils
of God” (Stanley Lemons, Roger Williams Champion of Religious Liberty). He called forced worship the “rape of the soul.”

Third, separation of church and state. He believed that the secular government should be distinct from the church and its
government, and that the secular government did not have authority to punish crimes pertaining to “the first table of the law,” i.e., false
worship, idolatry, and sabbath breaking. He believed that Constantine did a great evil in joining church and state. He said that
Constantine was worse than Nero, because Constantine’s actions led to the destruction of the church. He said that the joining of church

and state has resulted in “oceans of blood” being shed. Williams did not believe in separation of church and state according to the
(continued inside)



humanistic view prominent today. He believed in freedom of
religion, not freedom from religion. He and other religious liberty
proponents of that time believed that the churches should have the
freedom to influence the government but not be controlled by the
government.

In those days, William Laud (1573-1645), Archbishop of
Canterbury, issued laws against all Christians who did not submit
to the doctrine and practice of the Church of England. He had a
persecuting spirit.

Williams and his new wife, Mary, were among those who
sailed to the American colonies in search of liberty, arriving in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony in February 1631. They eventually had
six children, all born in America.

While living in Plymouth, Williams preached to the
Narragansett Indians. He learned their language and made many
friends among them. Eventually he published a dictionary and
guide book to the Indian culture to help the British understand
their Native American neighbors. This was the first dictionary in
English of an Indian language. He wanted to correct the attitude of
superiority that prevailed among the settlers. He wrote,

Boast not proud English, of thy birth and blood;
Thy brother Indian is by birth as Good.

Of one blood God made Him, and Thee and All,
As wise, as fair, as strong, as personal.

He came to believe that the British crown did not have the
right to take the land from the Indians and grant it to colonists.
This, of course, got him into trouble with the colonies as well as
the British government.

On October 9, 1635, Williams was banished from the
Massachusetts Bay Colony for preaching “new and dangerous
opinions.” These included the corruption of the Anglican Church
and separation of church and state. He was given six weeks to
leave, and in January 1536, to escape being put on a ship to
England where he would have been imprisoned, he fled into the
wilderness in the midst of a brutal New England winter. He
suffered greatly, but he survived due to the help of the
Wampanoag Indians who received him into their winter camp.

In June he settled on land purchased from the Narragansett
Indians.

He called the settlement “Providence” because he considered
it God’s merciful provision, not only for himself but also as “a
shelter for persons distressed for conscience.” He named his third
child, the first born in the new settlement, Providence.

Roger Williams established “the first place in modern history
where citizenship and religion were separate.” The stated purpose
was “to hold forth a lively experiment, that a most flourishing civil
state may stand and best be maintained with full liberty in
religious concernments.” Each citizen was free to follow his own
conscience before God in matters of religion. The 1663 charter
stated, “... no person within the said colony, at any time hereafter,
shall be any wise molested, punished, disquieted or called in
question, for any differences in opinion in matters of religion, and
do not actually disturb the civil peace.”

Others who had been banished from Massachusetts sought
protection at Providence. The early citizens included Jews,
Quakers, and Catholics. The oldest synagogue in North America
was built in Providence.

The government of Rhode Island was operated by a democratic
system, with each head of household having a vote. Newcomers
could be accepted as citizens on majority vote.

Though he could have owned all of the land himself, Williams
gave up most of his property to a common stock. He gave up any
special rights “reserving for himself only a vote equal to others”
(John Barry, “God, Government, and Rogers Williams’ Big Idea,”
Smithsonian Magazine, Jan. 2012).

After Rhode Island, other colonies were established upon the
principle of religious liberty and separation of church and state,
including Maryland (1649), Pennsylvania (1682), and Carolina
(1663). Pennsylvania’s religious liberty government was called a
“holy experiment.” Carolina’s constitution was written by John
Locke.

In March 1639, Roger Williams was publicly immersed in
baptism by Ezekiel Holliman, and the first Baptist church in
America was formed. It is still called the First Baptist Church in
America, though it is liberal and apostate today. A few years later,
John Clarke established a Baptist church in Newport, Rhode
Island. Historians have long debated which is the legitimate first
Baptist church, though it really doesn’t matter!

After a time, Williams left the Baptist church.

He concluded that the true church was lost in the apostasy
when the Roman Catholic Church was formed. He believed that all
churches had become corrupt and that God must send another
apostle to set things right. He wrote, “There is no regularly
constituted church of Christ on earth, nor any person qualified to
administer any church ordinances; nor can there be until new
apostles are sent by the Great Head of the Church for whose
coming I am seeking” (Picturesque America, D. Appleton and
Company, 1872).

This is contrary to Christ’s promise to keep the church
(Matthew 16:18) and to be with the church until the end of the age
(Matthew 28:18-20).

Williams remained interested in and sympathetic with the
Baptists, agreeing with their stand against infant baptism and their
stand for freedom of religion.

In March 1644, Williams obtained a charter from the king of
England to establish Rhode Island. This was re-affirmed in 1688
by King William III (William of Orange). The enemies of liberty
called Rhode Island “rogues island” and “the plantation of the
otherwise minded.” Anglican pastor Cotton Mather of
Massachusetts, who had banished Williams, called it “the sewer of
New England.” “Rhode Island was so threatening to its neighbors
that they tried for the next hundred years to extinguish the ‘lively
experiment’ in religious freedom that began in 1636.”

In 1644, Williams published The Bloody Tenet of Persecution
for Cause of Conscience, in which he boldly defended liberty of
conscience. It was banned and burned in England. In 1652,

Williams answered his critics in The Bloody Tenet of Persecution,
Made Yet More Bloody. Not one to pull his punches, he said that
persecution was a tenet against the God of peace, a tenet against
the Prince of Peace, a tenet that fights against the spirit of love, a
tenet loathsome and ugly in the eyes of the God of heaven. It was
“a tenet lamentably guilty of his most precious blood, shed in the
blood of so many hundred thousands of his poor servants by the
civil powers of the world, pretending to suppress blasphemies,
heresies, idolatries, superstition, etc.” Williams was following in
the footsteps of British Baptists who had been writing about
religious liberty for about 30 years previous. Chief among them
were John Smyth, Thomas Helwys, and John Murton.

Williams was not only one of the first advocates for complete
religious liberty in America, he was one of the first advocates for
the abolishment of slavery. He passed a law against slavery in
Rhode Island in 1652, but after Williams’ death, slavery was
reintroduced, and Newport, Rhode Island, became the leading port
for America’s slave trade.

When King Charles II confirmed Rhode Island’s charter after
the restoration of the British Crown, religious liberty continued to
be part of its platform. No one was to be “molested, punished,
disquieted, or called in question, for any differences in opinion, in
matters of religion.”

Williams influenced many through his writings, and the Rhode
Island “experiment” of religious liberty eventually became
enshrined in the U.S. Constitution.

Though Roger Williams has been slandered by some
historians, many learned Baptist writers (as well as others) have set
the record straight. See the histories of Thomas Armitage and
David Benedict, for example. ll
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In 2010, I was contacted by a friend of mine
- who was a Christian radio/television engineer in
the Tulsa area about the possibility of building a
Low-Power FM (LPFM) Radio Station at our
church. He explained that he felt God was
leading him to help a church in our area get on the air with the
Gospel, so he began saving up equipment to give them, along with
offering his expertise in helping them get on the air. He excitedly
explained the tremendous potential for reaching the unreached in
our area via FM radio, and pledged to help us put a station on the
air the next time the FCC opened up an application “window” to
do so. In the meantime, he said he would schedule a time to come
out and do a site survey, and get busy getting ready the technical
aspects necessary to help us get on the air when the time came.

Sadly, he died suddenly just a few weeks later, and, with it, our

hopes of getting on th air with a LPFM station seemed to die with
him. Even though I tried to proceed with the application, the time
for filing window closed, and it seemed that was that.

However, God seems to have other things in mind.

In early September of 2023, a Christian group called The Rural
Christian Radio Initiative contacted me about the possibility of
helping us get on the air with a LPFM radio station. Their goal is
to assist fundamental, Bible-believing Baptist churches get the
message of the Gospel out to the smaller towns and communities
in the United States that do not have a local Christian radio voice.
Endowed and operated by independent Baptists, they have pledged
to provide application assistance, technical expertise, and the
equipment necessary to put stations like this on the air nationwide.

So, I sent them the necessary information and authorized them
to proceed with the preliminary steps necessary to see if, first,
there was an FM frequency that was “open” in our area. After
checking, they determined that there was, indeed, an FM
frequency that would work in our area. Then, they filled out the
FCC forms (not easy - everything has to be “just right”, or the
application gets kicked out), and submitted them when the latest
(and probably last) “window” opened for applying in December,
2023.

Our application was accepted, and, last week, we received
notification that we have been moved from the “applied” category
to the “in process” category by the FCC. This means that we are
moving forward towards getting approval to construct a LPFM
radio station here at our church facilities.

One of the requirements the FCC has is for applicants to
publish a notice on their website, or other suitable website,
announcing their application and informing the public of our
intent, so that anyone who wishes to can ask the FCC questions
and/or register opposition to an application.

Therefore, one January 9, 2024, the following announcement
was posted on the homepage of our church’s website:

On December 13, 2023, South Heights Baptist Church of
Sapulpa, Oklahoma, applicant for a non-commercial
Low-Power FM (LPFM) Radio Station on 107.7 MHz in
Sapulpa, filed an application with the Federal
Communications Commission for a new Non-commercial FM
Station. Members of the public wishing to view this
application or obtain information about how to file comments
and petitions on the application can visit the following link:
https://enterpriseefiling.fcc.gov/dataentry/views/public/fmDr
aftCopy?display Type=html &appKey=25076{f38af7d577018
b05e6c35e03d2&id=25076ff38af7d577018b05e6c35e03d2&g
oBack=N#sect-generallnfo

The public has 30 days (until February 15, 2024) to comment
and/or register opposition to our application. If all goes well, our
application will go unopposed, and we will move to the next step.

This is a wonderful ministry opportunity - one that I really did
not think possible after my friend died 13 years ago. Please join
me in praying that if God wants this to happen, that He will bring
it to pass so that we can reach and minister to our community via
radio.

P

Todd W. White, Pastor



