
CHURCH INSURANCE FUND    

Monthly Premium, Due 02/05/21-------- $ 506.00

Amount Received To Date ----------- $   60.00 

TOTAL WE WERE SHORT THIS MONTH: ------ $ 446.00

Thank You For Your Faithful Help With This Need!

AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
- Week of January 31, 2021 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $   1,353.09 

Church Insurance Fund -------------------------------- $        10.00

  TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/31/21: $   1,363.09

- Week of January 24, 2021 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $      479.52 

Church Insurance Fund -------------------------------- $        30.00

  TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/24/21: $      509.52

- Week of January 17, 2021 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $      565.52 

Church Insurance Fund -------------------------------- $        20.00

  TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/17/21: $      585.52

- Week of January 10, 2021 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $      879.02

  TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/10/21: $      879.02

- Week of January 3, 2021 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $   1,455.12

Church Insurance Fund -------------------------------- $        10.00

  TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/03/21: $   1,465.12

- Week of December 27, 2020 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $   2,038.10

Church Insurance Fund -------------------------------- $        20.00

  TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 12/27/20: $   2,058.10
Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed to operate

the church EACH WEEK, as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

PLEASE BE FAITHFUL TO GIVE,
                                        - ESPECIALLY NOW

Church Directory
Todd W. White ------------------------------------------------------------------ Pastor

Lois Mae Floyd ---------------------------------------------------- Pianist/ Organist

Mickie Shatwell ----------------------------------------------------- Evening Pianist

VOLUNTEER NEEDED! --------------------------------------------------  Greeter

Larry Byars --------------------------------------------------------------- S.S. Teacher

Larry & Mary Byars, Susan Strain ---------------------------------------  Outreach

Bertha Segebarrt --------------------------------------------------------- Custodian

Flowers --------------------------------------------------- Shirley & Brenda White

Sound/Video ------------------------------------------------------------ Seth White

AND THE PEOPLE CAME... 
Week of January 31, 2021

Sunday Morning Service -------------------------------------- 30

Sunday Evening Service -------------------------------------- 18

Wed. Evening Service, 02/03/21 ---------------------------- 10

AND THE PEOPLE “TUNED IN”... 
Week of January 31, 2021

- Number of people who connected with our services on Facebook -

Sunday Morning Service:
   78 Views      119 Engagements      80 People Reached

Sunday Evening Service:
     65 Views        51 Engagements      76 People Reached

Wednesday Evening Service:
     62 Views        62 Engagements      77 People Reached

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be

paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon 

Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all your

sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and sinning

(God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith

the Lord Jesus Christ, who can save you from the

penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a simple

prayer. Believe that God keeps His promise to save

you, and thank Him for His salvation. 

THANK YOU For Your Continued

Faithfulness In Giving!

During the early part this pandemic, we were

unable to meet in the church-house. But - that did not

mean that the expenses of having a church-house

were suspended. We still had bills to pay - electricity, gas, water, trash

pickup, phone, internet, facility insurance, copier lease, office

supplies, etc., and, praise the Lord, His people kept praying, watching

online, & supporting their church with their giving.

Some people only give when they are in attendance at church - sort

of like paying for “services rendered” - but the truth is that they are

robbing THEMSELVES of God’s blessings when they withhold their

tithes and offerings and only give when they are here (see Malachi

3:10).  Thankfully, our people have remained faithful, in so may ways,

during this crisis, including financially.  

WE HAVE 3 WAYS YOU CAN GIVE DURING THIS CRISIS:   

1. By mail - 23 East Wells Blvd., Sapulpa, OK 74066

2. Drop it off - call the Church Office to arrange it. 224-1924

3. Online - Go to the link below and give electronically:   

https://tithe.ly/give?c=433047

WE ARE GLAD WE CAN NOW GATHER TOGETHER TO PRAISE GOD &

STUDY HIS WORD TOGETHER IN THE CHURCH-HOUSE! YOUR

GENEROUS GIFTS WILL HELP US KEEP UP WITH THE BILLS AND

CONTINUE OUR OUTREACH EFFORTS!
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LOVE'S DELAYS
by George W. Truett (1867-1944)

“When He had heard therefore that Lazarus was sick, He abode two days still in the same

place where He was” (John 11:6).

T
he lapse of years made it possible for the beloved evangelist to draw aside the veil which curtained the happy intercourse

of our Lord with the home at Bethany. We are thus furnished with a conception of the one green oasis in the rugged

wilderness through which He passed to his cross; and are able to think of the pure and holy love that broke in upon his

loneliness, and with true affection softened the bitterness of his last days, so far at least as human love could. 

There were marked diversities in that home. Martha, practical, business-like, and thoughtful of all that could affect the comfort

and well-being of those she loved - ; Mary, clinging, spiritual, gifted with all a woman's delicacy of insight and tender sympathy;

Lazarus, a man of few words, quiet and unobtrusive. But Jesus loved them each. In the forefront of this marvellous chapter stands

the affirmation, “Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus”; as if to teach us that at the very heart and foundation of all

God's dealings with us, however dark and mysterious they may be, we must dare to believe in and assert the infinite, unmerited,

and unchanging love of God. Whom the Lord loves He rebukes; the sons whom He receives He chastens; the boughs that are

capable of bearing fruit are rigorously pruned. This is not joyous, but grievous; nevertheless, in the golden Afterward it yieldeth

the peaceable fruit of righteousness to them that are exercised thereby.  

   I. LOVE PERMITS PAIN. To that hidden retreat in Perea there came one day a breathless messenger with the tidings of the 

illness of Christ's friend. The sisters never doubted that He would speed at all hazards to his side, and stay him from death. And

if He had done as they expected, He would not only have saved his life, but have spared the sisters the anguish of long suspense,

the flickering out of hope, the agony of the death scene, the grave, and the desolate, darkened home. How different were his love

and their thoughts of it! “When He had heard therefore that he was sick, He abode two days still in the same place where He

was.” 

What a startling therefore! He abstained from going, not because He did not love them, but because He did love them. His 

love alone kept Him back from hasting at once to the dear and stricken home. Anything less than an infinite love must have rushed

instantly to the relief of those loved and troubled hearts, to stay their grief, and to have the luxury (which only love can appreciate)

of wiping and stanching their tears and causing their sorrow and sighing to flee away. Divine love could alone hold back the

impetuosity of the Saviour's tender-heartedness until the Angel of Pain had done her work.  

Who can estimate how much we owe to suffering and pain? But for them we should have little scope for many of the chief 

virtues of the Christian life. Where were faith, without trial to test it; or patience, with nothing to bear; or experience, without

tribulation to develop it? These qualities could not be perfected in our Lord without suffering. “He learned obedience by the things

that He suffered.” And we can only secure the fruit of the autumn by paying the price of wintry frosts and equinoctial hurricanes.

Suffering robs us of proud self-reliance, and casts us in an agony at the feet of God. Suffering prunes away the leaves in which

we rejoiced, that the sap may find its way into fruit. Suffering isolates the soul, shutting it away from all creature aid, and

surrounding it by a wall of fire. The leaves of the aromatic plant must be crushed ere they will emit their fragrance; the ore must

be plunged in the furnace ere the gold is set free; the pebble must be polished on the lapidary's wheel ere its brilliant colours are

apparent.  



This leaf, this stone- it is thy heart: 

It must be crushed by pain and smart, 

It must be cleansed by sorrow's art,  

Ere it will yield a fragrance sweet; 

Ere it will shine a jewel meet 

To lay before the Saviour's feet.  

How soon does pain drive us to the Saviour! Whilst Lazarus 

was in health, no messenger hastened to bring the Saviour to

Bethany. But when death hovered over the little group, they

summoned Him with all speed. This is an illustration of how pain,

like a surge of the ocean, lifts us up and flings us down at the feet

of the Saviour. The dark moaning waters drive the dove to the

Ark; the dreary winter sends the swallows south j the sharp

pruning knife compels the sap into the leafy crown or ripening

branch; tempest roar makes the timid nurslings nestle close to

their mother's side. Pain makes God a necessity. It is in the valley

that we exchange the word “He” for “Thou.” - “Thou art with

me.”  

Pain often reveals some unrealized side of our Saviour's

character. The sisters had never known Him as the Resurrection

and the Life, if Lazarus had not died. David had never known

God as his Rock, and Fortress, and Deliverer, if he had not been

hunted on the hills of Engedi. Israel had never known God as a

Man of War if the nation had not endured the horrors of Egyptian

captivity. Thus our very necessities read us lessons of the variety

and fulness of the resources of our God. Every stormy wind in its

rush whispers some new name for Christ. Every wave that dashes

at our feet flings there some message from the ocean fulness of

his nature. Every crucifixion rends some impenetrable veil that

had hung before his heart.  

And pain is often suggestive of the noblest acts of sacrifice

and self-devotion. It was after Lazarus had suffered that Mary

broke her alabaster box over the head of Christ, not only viewing

Him as the Resurrection, but preparing his incorruptible body for

its brief sojourn in the grave. Many of the masterpieces of

literature and art owe their existence to the strange touch of pain,

giving a fire, a passion, and an intensity to the brain and heart of

genius. If the Master is about to use thee largely in ministering to

others, do not be surprised if He puts thee to serve an

apprenticeship in the school of pain. Poets learn in suffering what

they teach in song. Blood and water flowed from a pierced side.

Pearls must be dived for by those whose feet are heavily weighted

to make them sink.  

And there is this further thought. The Lord permitted those

sisters to suffer because of the benefit which would accrue to

others. Speaking to his disciples shortly afterwards, He said: “I

am glad for your sakes that I was not there.” The sisters suffered

because their pain offered a platform on which Jesus could erect

one of his greatest miracles, to stand as a beacon to weary hearts

of all ages. This idea is not foreign to even heathen philosophers.

“Accept,” says the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, “everything that

happens to thee, even if it seem disagreeable, because it leads to

the health of the universe ; for God would not lay on any man

that which he suffers, if it were not useful for the continuance and

perfection of the whole.” It is probable that no one suffers nobly

without in some degree ministering to the glory of God in the

well-being of others. Let those who live to suffer, who lie all day

in pain, and all night in utter weariness, take heart! In some way

that passes our thought they too are fulfilling a useful and blessed

office to the entire family of man.  

Such are some of the results of Pain; and as we count them

over we cannot wonder that God's love allows us to suffer, and is

even eager to stand aside to let her do her work. For the time in

which Pain can perfect her work is short. She needs to make

haste, because the morning cometh in which she will not be able

to work.  

II. GOD'S LOVE SOMETIMES LEAVES OUR PRAYERS

UNANSWERED. What has become of so many thousands of

our prayers? They were not deficient in earnestness; we uttered

them with strong crying and tears. They were not deficient in

perseverance; we offered them three times a day for years. They

were not deficient in faith; for they have originated in hearts that

have never for a moment doubted that God was, and that He was

the rewarder of them that diligently sought Him. Still no answer

has come. The argosies went forth to sea, but, like some ill-fated

vessel, have never been heard of since. There was no voice, nor

any to answer, nor, apparently, any to regard.  

What is the history of these unanswered prayers? Some may say

that they sought things which were not good-and this may explain

some of the perplexity; but a better clue is given here: this was a

prayer touchingly pathetic and earnest, for something which was

prompted by natural affection; for something which it was in the

scope of Gods love to give, for it was given; and yet the prayer

was apparently unanswered. The answer was postponed and

delayed.  

When prayer is unanswered it may be that it has been mistaken

in its object, and the mistake will be indicated by inability to

continue praying, and by the dying down of the desire in the soul.

In other cases, especially when desire and faith remain buoyant

and elastic, and still the answer comes not, God's intention is that

in the delay the soul may be led to take up a position which it had

never assumed before, but from which it will never be again

dislodged. No praying breath is ever spent in vain. If you can

believe for the blessings you ask, they are certainly yours. The

goods are consigned, though not delivered; the blessing is

labelled with your name, but not sent. The vision is yet for an

appointed time; it will come and will not tarry. The black head

may have become white, the bright eye dim, the loving heart

impaired in its beating; but the answer must come at length. God

will give it at the earliest moment consistent with the true

well-being of the one He loves.  

III. GOD'S LOVE COMES AT LENGTH. To the sisters He

must have appeared neglectful; but He was not really so. Notice,

that after two days, though no fresh message had reached Him,

“He said to his disciples, Lazarus is dead.” How carefully He

must have watched all that transpired in that much-loved home!

He saw the messenger's return; the momentary joy his tidings

gave; the gradual waning of life; the anguish of the watchers as

they beheld the slackening of the silver cords of life. He had

followed in thought the funeral train to the rocky tomb. The

whole situation was constantly present to Him, till He saw that He

could interpose with the best possible result.  

So is it ever. His step may linger ; but his watchful interest

never falters. There is not a sigh, a pang, a tear, that escapes his

notice. There is not a fluttering pulse which He does not feel,

noticing its tremulous anxiety. He sits as a refiner of silver. He

knows our sorrows. He is acquainted with our grief. He slumbers

not, nor sleeps.  

And when He comes He does more than we asked or thought.

He raises not the sick, but the dead. He makes the darkness of the

tomb the background against which to set forth the lustre of

Resurrection glory. He does much more than the wildest fancy

could have dreamed. Prayer is seen to be answered in a sweeter,

deeper, diviner form than could have been hoped for. The benefit

gained by the long delay is evident; and the wisdom of the Divine

patience is acknowledged. “Oh the depth of the riches both of

the wisdom and knowledge of God; how unsearchable are his

judgments, and his ways past finding out!”  

In after days the three would not have wished it otherwise.

They would review it all, as we shall review things from the

hill-summits of glory. And as the whole marvellous story passed

before them in after years, they would anticipate the cry with

which the Redeemed Church shall hail the unfolding of the

Divine purposes in relation to our race, “Amen! Hallelujah!

Amen! so be it!” - the reverent assent of the understanding, the

acquiescence of the soul. “Hallelujah!” - the glad, long outburst

of adoration and praise, of worship and love.  

- Dr. George W. Truett was the Pastor of the

First Baptist Church in Dallas from 1897 to 1944

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS
K SUBJECTIVE BIBLE INTERPRETATION TAUGHT

AT SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL

SEMINARY - Like Southern Seminary, Southeastern has

abandoned its strong adherence to biblical fidelity and objective

truth and exchanged it for social justice activism and woke

theology. ... While the school has been engulfed in secular

philosophies such as Critical Race Theory for a number of years,

standpoint epistemology is relatively new to the scene and has

taken a stronghold in the school’s curriculum - despite the fact

that they will not use the terminology.  

Standpoint Theory, also known as Standpoint Epistemology,

teaches that knowledge and insight, at least in part, emerges from

one’s social status or cultural background. In other words, people

from different cultures, upbringings, hardships, and personal

experiences have a special ability to glean truth from various

sources.  

Recently, the videos of Southeastern Seminary’s Southeastern

Symposium online conference were released whereby one of the

keynote speakers, Elizabeth Mburu, openly taught these

concepts. According to Mburu’s bio, she pursued her doctoral

studies at Southeastern ... [She said,] “It seems we, as Africans,

are still trying to imitate foreign ways when it comes to reading,

interpreting, and applying the Bible in our every day lives. ... So

the solution I propose is a contextualized African intercultural

approach to the study of the Bible.” ... This is antithetical to how

the Scriptures actually teach us to understand the truth--the truth

is universal and is to be rightly understood in its original authorial

intent. ... [Mburu’s lecture] suggests that she believes biblical

truth to be subjective, rather than objective. It suggests that she

believes that instead of the Holy Spirit revealing the truth as is

meant in its original context, that the Holy Spirit instead intends

for the Scriptures to mean different things to different people

groups. 

Pastor Tom Buck, First Baptist Church of Lindale, Texas,

warns, “SEBTS is teaching a hermeneutic based on standpoint

epistemology. Hermeneutics is not static but is ‘dynamic’--it

changes based upon your cultural context. This view isn’t just

in error, it’s flat out dangerous!” 

K MISSTATING THE HISTORY OF FREE SPEECH IN 

AMERICA - Referring to the suppression of speech by the major

social media companies, syndicated talk show host Dennis Prager

says, “This is the first time in American history that free speech

is threatened seriously” (“Conservatives wary of Big Tech

censorship,” Justthenews.com, Nov. 11, 2020). 

There is no doubt that we are seeing a serious wave of

censorship, but it is not the first time in American history that free

speech has been threatened. The free speech of Baptists,

Quakers, and others was stifled in Massachusetts and some

other colonies for 150 years. 

In 1635, Roger Williams had to flee into the wilderness in the

dead of winter to escape persecution for saying things that were

forbidden by the colonial government. In 1651, Obadiah Holmes

was beaten with 30 stripes for saying forbidden things. Many

Baptists were imprisoned. Because of the stifling of free speech,

the first Baptist church in Massachusetts was shut down in 1680

and a second Baptist church was not formed until 1749. The

censorship did not end until Massachusetts formed their state

constitution in 1780. 

Baptists in Virginia also suffered censorship of free speech and

the imprisonment of 30 Baptist preachers. The free speech of

anyone supporting the political rights of blacks was viciously

stifled in the Southern states during the Democrat-led Jim Crow

era, which lasted 90 years. 

The free speech of Bible-believing Christians has been stifled in

the American public school system for a very long time. Try

teaching biblical creationism and the biblical view of man and

woman and sexuality, for example, and see how long it takes for

the government education censors to ban you.

- copied 


