
AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...

- Week of February 6, 2022 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $   2,674.97

Love Offering ------------------------------------------- $      200.00 

  TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 02/06/22: $   2,874.97

- Week of January 30, 2022 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $      783.97

Love Offering ------------------------------------------- $        50.00 

  TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/30/22: $      833.97

- Week of January 23, 2022 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $   1,412.00

Love Offering ------------------------------------------- $        50.00 

  TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/23/22: $   1,462.00

- Week of January 16, 2022 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $      946.00

Love Offering ------------------------------------------- $        50.00 

  TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/16/22: $      996.00

- Week of January 9, 2022 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $   1,598.00

Love Offering ------------------------------------------- $        20.00 

  TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/09/22: $   1,618.00

- Week of January 1, 2022 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $   2,038.00

Love Offering ------------------------------------------- $        50.00 

  TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 01/02/22: $   2,088.00

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed to operate

the church EACH WEEK, as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

Church Directory
Todd W. White ------------------------------------------------------------------ Pastor

Lois Mae Floyd ---------------------------------------------------- Pianist/ Organist

Mickie Shatwell ----------------------------------------------------- Evening Pianist

Derek Quinnelly ---------------------------------------------------------------  Greeter

Larry Byars --------------------------------------------------------------- S.S. Teacher

Larry & Mary Byars, Derek Quinnelly, Harrison White -------------  Outreach

Bertha Segebarrt ---------------------------------------------------------  Custodian

Shirley & Brenda White ------------------------------------------------ Flowers

Seth White --------------------------------------------------------------- Sound/Video

AND THE PEOPLE CAME... 
- Week of February 6, 2022 -

Sunday Morning Service ------------------------------------- 32

Sunday Evening Service -------------------------------------- 28

Wednesday Evening Service, 02/09/22 ---------------------- 23

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be

paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon 

Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all your

sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and sinning

(God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith

the Lord Jesus Christ, Who can save you from the

penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a simple

prayer. Believe that God keeps His promise to save

you, and thank Him for His salvation. 
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THANK YOU For Your Continued

Faithfulness In Giving!

During the early part this pandemic, we were

unable to meet in the church-house. But - that did not

mean that the expenses of having a church-house

were suspended. We still had bills to pay - electricity, gas, water, trash

pickup, phone, internet, facility insurance, copier lease, office

supplies, etc., and, praise the Lord, His people kept praying, watching

online, & supporting their church with their giving.

Sadly, some people only give when they are in attendance

at church - sort of like paying for “services rendered” - but the truth is

that they are robbing THEMSELVES of God’s blessings when they

withhold their tithes and offerings and only give when they are here

(see Malachi 3:10).  Thankfully, most of our people have remained

faithful, in so may ways, during this crisis, including financially.  

WE HAVE 3 WAYS YOU CAN GIVE:   

1. By mail - 23 East Wells Blvd., Sapulpa, OK 74066

2. Drop it off - call the Church Office to arrange it. 224-1924

3. Online - Go to the link below and give electronically:   

https://tithe.ly/give?c=433047

WE ARE GLAD WE CAN NOW GATHER TOGETHER TO PRAISE GOD &

STUDY HIS WORD TOGETHER IN THE CHURCH-HOUSE! 

YOUR FAITHFUL AND GENEROUS GIFTS WILL HELP US KEEP UP WITH

THE BILLS AND CONTINUE OUR RENEWED OUTREACH EFFORTS!

LISTEN TO -

           ABIDINGRADIO.COM
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CRYING IN THE CHAPEL
by Dr. Angel Martinez

“Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The

Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are,

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all

that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes toward

heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God, be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this man

went home justified rather than the other: for everyone that exalteth himself shall be abased;

and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted” (Luke 18:10-14).

T
    

he devil tells man that he is O.K.; the Bible tells him that he is K.O.. The Word of God

constantly reminds us that man in his natural state is at enmity with God and cannot find the

way of mercy on the basis of human merit. The chief function of Christianity is to bring the

individual to a point of spiritual honesty where he will pin the blame for his condition upon himself

and not upon others or upon circumstances. For this self-appraisal is the prelude to his salvation, and

the spiritual honesty engendered by this technique is the raw material out of which God will build

His kingdom.

This was the lesson that Christ was seeking to teach by the use of this parable. The outward shell of human conduct is not the

determining factor in conversion. God wants man to be right at the core of his being. As long as the individual thinks himself

self-sufficient, as it was in the case of the Pharisee in our story, the mercy of God cannot swing into action and produce the

harmonious relation that is called salvation. But when the sinner realizes the nature of his condition, that he is not able to save himself

and that the grace of God is his only hope, then the work of eternal redemption becomes a reality within the framework of human

experience.

The publican was conversant with his demise. He could have marshaled some personal achievements in his favor. No one is batting

zero in the moral realm. Everyone of us can think of some good things that we have accomplished. But the publican realized that

these were coins of no value. He was facing the eternal God, who is perfect, and to whom our righteousness is like filthy rags. The

coasts of eternity reek with wrecks of immortal souls who placed their feeble trust upon the fragile ship of human achievement. The

publican acknowledged himself to be a sinner. He immediately and succinctly laid the ax at the root of the tree. His speech is short

because he got to the heart of the situation. He could have made a long talk and become prolix by dealing with marginal matters.

“Have mercy upon me, have mercy upon me!” This was his cry. He didn’t marshal his good deeds. He didn’t ask God to audit his

books. He said, “Deal with me, there’s where the problem resides.”

A man came once to the door of a minister at a late hour. The visitor said to the minister, “Sir, come out here and talk to me about

my problems.” The minister replied, “You come in here, and let’s talk about your sins.” God help us to come to Him in the spirit of

the publican. In this hour, only that can save us. God cannot save peacocks. You cannot strut to Calvary; you must come on hands

and knees. Humble yourself tonight and He will exalt you. Exalt yourself, and you will go from this place in a worse condition than

when you came in. The mercy of God is available to all, but the condition is that we admit we need it, and then appropriate it to our

sinful state.

Jesus informed us that the publican went home justified. The Pharisee went home dignified. I would rather go home justified,

wouldn’t you, than to go home dignified? The Pharisee thanked God that he was not like other men. He should have thanked God 
(continued inside)



that other men were not like him. The publican couldn’t lift his

eyes toward heaven, but he lifted his heart. He was crying in the

chapel, “Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.” God heard that prayer,

and He will hear yours now, if you will turn your heart in

humility toward Him.

I. THE GOODNESS OF THE PHARISEE -

The Pharisee was satisfied with himself, but God wasn’t

satisfied with him. The Pharisee was using religion for a

cosmetic. He looked pretty good on the outside. He was cleaning

the outside of the cup, but the inside was filthy and despicable.

He was like a beautiful cemetery, lovely without, but within, full

of dead men’s bones. The Pharisee was all front porch; the

moment you opened the door, you were out in the back yard. He

was like a cheap restaurant; the food was all in the window, and

there was nothing in the kitchen. Men do not realize that God

looks not upon the outward appearance, but into the heart. Men

fail to understand that the important facet in religion is not how

one looks to man or to himself, but how does he look to God.

Notice how long the speech of the Pharisee was. It takes him

many words to tell God about himself. He could have told the

story briefly, as did the publican, if he had told the truth.

I recall playing golf in Tennessee some time ago. They gave

me a caddy, a little blond boy about thirteen years of age. The

other boys called him “Radio.” I said, “Son, that is not your real

name, is it?” He replied, “No, sir. They call me ‘Radio’ because

they say I talk too much.” Well, the Pharisee could have been

called “Radio.” He talked too much. He could have stated his

condition in a few words. But he sought to camouflage his

problems with a blanket of verbosity. I guess we look good to

ourselves, especially when we compare ourselves with others. But

God is not measuring men by that standard. How do we compare

with Christ? Ah, there we must say that all have sinned and come

short of the glory of God. Christ is the glory of God, and we

cannot measure up to Him.

I lived in San Antonio, Texas the greatest part of my life. The

weather is always balmy in that quaint town. We had one snow

during my school days. I shall never forget it. It was the first

snow that we had ever seen. Prior to the snowfall, we had picked

up a stray dog. My brothers and sisters insisted I name our new

pet. He was the whitest dog that I had ever seen. I named him

“Snow White.” Then one morning, my brothers and sisters came

to my bed and awakened me with the cheerful news that snow

had fallen during the night. We looked out the kitchen window

for hours, viewing that miracle in white. As we were looking out

the window, our dog ran across the snow chasing a cat. Folks,

that was the blackest dog! I had thought he was white, but the

background of the snow brought out the fact that he was not

white. So we changed his name. We called him “Midnight.” 

So - we look good in comparison with others, as did this

Pharisee, but when we put Christ in the background, we are black

sinners in need of mercy. We do not have too much to brag about.

And the Pharisee did not realize this. Often we hear men say that

man is made in the image of God. This is not altogether true.

Adam and Eve were made in the image of God, but we are made

in the image of fallen Adam and fallen Eve. We might boast

about our ancestors and their achievements, but actually every

one of us descended from a crooked farmer and a drunken sailor.

Adam was the crooked farmer, for he took of the forbidden fruit,

and Noah was the sailor, who got drunk after the Flood. God had

spared him and he got drunk. As Sam Jones said, “And there was

no excuse for it; there was plenty of water around the place.”

The Pharisee passed judgment upon the publican. This is God’s

job; “the Lord knoweth them that are His.”

The Pharisee told God he was not like the publican. He acted

as if he were called to be an umpire in the game of life. We are

not called to be umpires; we are only one of the players. God is

the umpire; leave the task of judgment up to Him. We have no

right to criticize others or compare ourselves with others. The

self-righteous man made the mistake of passing judgment and

thus he hid himself and robbed himself of the blessing of

cleansing. Look to yourself just now! How is it with you on the

inside? The Pharisee looked in, for he thought himself to be in

good shape; he looked around, for he thought the publican to be

in a bad shape, but he failed to look up. Had he looked up, like

Isaiah in the Temple, he would also have said, like the prophet,

“Woe is me, for I am undone.”

The story goes around that in an actors’ club in Hollywood

there was a rebellious character who continually made fun of

religion and of Jesus Christ. At one of their gatherings, one

member got up and read a poem that he had composed. It went

like this:

We’ve heard in language highly spiced,

That Crow does not believe in Christ.

But what we here would love to know,

Does Jesus Christ believe in Crow?

That is the issue - “What does Jesus think of me?” Had the

Pharisee asked, he would have heard Christ say, “Your

righteousness is like filthy rags. Your good works are not enough.

Though you are a good moral man, salvation is an essential need

in every soul.” Jesus rejected the goodness of the Pharisee.

II. THE GUILT OF THE PUBLICAN -

The short prayer of the publican painted the picture. “Lord, be

merciful to me a sinner.”

We do not know why he went to church. Publicans were not

among the attendants in the Temple. Perhaps a praying mother

encouraged him to find the answer there. Perhaps a faithful wife

had been bombarding the gates of heaven with persistent

intercession in his behalf. Who knows? Maybe his baby had died,

and he had tried to find refuge from this raging storm within the

haven of the sanctuary. Perhaps the sickening monotony that

sinful living provokes had driven him to find a way to solve this

inward problem within the confines of the house of God. We do

not know how he got there, but get there he did, and he got down

to business.

He was a publican - a tax collector, a member of the bureau of

internal revenue. He didn’t feel worthy to approach the altar. His

humility is commendable, and he manifested it unmistakably. 

- He used his eyes to express humility, for he would not lift

them up to heaven.

- He used his feet to manifest his humility, for he stood afar

off.

- He used his hands to reveal his humility, for he pounded his

breast.

- He used his voice to manifest his humility, for he pled for

mercy.

My friend, God knows the tricks of the heart. “The heart is

deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know

it?” But this can be your finest hour, if you will kneel at the cross

and accept the appraisal of God’s Word that you are a sinner, and

plead for Him to become operative within the citadel of your

soul. And He will have mercy upon anyone who will come unto

Him. 

Christ does not look upon the outward condition, or upon the

status of life, or even on the defeats of the past. Perhaps the

publican had heard about the conversion of Zacchaeus who was

also a publican. Maybe someone  reminded him that one of Jesus’

own disciples, Matthew, was a publican. It matters not who you

might be or what you might have done in the past — there is a

fountain open in the house of David. There is a balm in Gilead

and a Physician who never fails. He knows your case and will

deal with you in mercy if you will come unto Him.

A little girl was on her knees praying the Lord’s Prayer and she

made a mistake that was, nevertheless, true. She said, “Our Father

which art in heaven, how does He know my name.” Well, He

knows your name and your nature, and He will not be oblivious

to the cry of the penitent heart.

Without a doubt, the only people who will be in heaven are those

who know that they deserve to be in hell. The way of salvation is

open to the person who is willing to admit that the genesis of

sinful rebellion arises within the recesses of the human heart. The

publican of our story did not blame anyone for his sins. He didn’t

blame his wife or his parents or his children. He did not pin the

blame upon his environment. He said, “I am a sinner.” He didn’t

even talk about the Pharisee. 

The publican was not looking around; he was looking in.

David never found peace for his harried soul until he came to

grips with the real problem. David’s problem was David. He

admitted that he tried to bribe God. In Psalm 51 he said, “I would

bring rams and bullocks, but you won’t accept that, but O, a

broken and a contrite heart, Thou wilt not despise.” He will

accept a broken heart, if you are willing to give Him all the

pieces.

Spurgeon calls the publican’s prayer “a holy telegram.”

You will notice that the heart of his petition is where he begs

for mercy. Mercy is what sinners need, and the publican got in

line with the blessing. In Titus 3:5 we are told, “Not by works of

righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy

he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of

the Holy Ghost.”

I heard the story about a woman who went to a photographer

to have her picture taken. She returned a few days later to review

the proofs. She was quite disappointed and exclaimed, “These

pictures don’t do me justice!” It is reported that the photographer

replied, “Sister, you don’t need justice— what you need is

mercy!”

And that is true about everyone of us. We need the mercy of

God.

- Our sins cry out for His mercy.

- Our failures cry out for His mercy.

- Our follies cry out for His mercy.

- Our iniquities and transgressions cry out for His mercy.

- Our souls need mercy like the flower needs the sun and the

rain.

- Our souls need mercy like a fish needs water;

- Our souls need mercy like our lungs need oxygen.

May God help us to plead for His mercy, which is plentiful and

effective.

The publican knew that he needed mercy. He did not cry for

reformation. He did not plead for a transient resolution that would

satisfy him temporarily. He was not asking for first aid which is

for the moment; he wanted surgery. He wanted a permanent cure.

There is a difference between being whitewashed and being

washed white. His heart was hungry for the real blessing.

I sometimes think that he stood in the vestibule because he did

not know how to act in church. But his heart was right, and if that

is so, the blessing of salvation is sure to come. God is not

interested where it happens.

- Matthew became a Christian in his place of business;

- Zacchaeus on top of a tree;

- Nathaniel got saved under a tree;

- The jailer received redemption in a prison,

- The dying thief got saved pinned to a cross.

- Lydia found the Lord by the river bank,

- The apostle Paul became converted in the suburbs of

Damascus.

The publican called himself a sinner. There is no attempt to

hide or run from reality. Worse than being a sinner, is not

admitting that you are one. There is more sin in subterfuge and

substitutes than there is in actual wrongdoing. The prodigal son

was ready to come home when he said, “I will arise and go to my

father, and I will say unto him, I have sinned against heaven and

in thy sight.”

God can never save us as long as we are deceived about

ourselves. Honesty concerning our own condition is an

imperative element in our conversion. Repentance, which is an

admission that you cannot save yourself, creates the vacuum into

which the wind of God’s regenerating Spirit can rush in.

A group of Christians were kneeling in prayer at the altar. One

of them was confessing his sins, but he was hedging and sparring

with his deviation. He was saying, “O Lord, I didn’t do right, I

know I shamed Your Name; I shouldn’t have been with that

crowd.” Then a voice beside him said, “Go ahead and tell Him



that you got drunk.” God requires this honesty before He can do

business with us. The publican came clean, and the mercy of God

was available.

III. THE GRACE OF GOD - 

I want to close this message by talking for a few moments

about the grace of God. God could save the publican because He

(God) was good and not because of any goodness on the part of

the publican. We are told in Titus Chapter 2 that “the grace of

God that bringeth salvation has appeared to all men.” In

Ephesians 2 we are told that “by grace are ye saved through

faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of

works, lest any man should boast.”

The grace of God is the aggressive love of God in behalf of

unworthy sinners who deserve to be in hell. If God’s pursuing

love were not swifter than man’s sinful flight, no one would be

saved. Redemption is possible not because we first loved Him,

but because He first loved us. If you will furnish the sinner, God

will furnish the Saviour.

There are three ways to acquire things. Everything you have

in your possession you got in one of three ways. Either you

earned it by your own efforts, or you stole it, or someone gave it

to you. You can reduce all of your possessions into those three

categories. 

Let us for a moment look at how salvation can be achieved.

We have been saying all through this message that you cannot

earn it. Salvation is not by works—works result from salvation,

but works do not produce it. The Pharisee in our story had all the

works needed if man could be saved on the basis of good works,

but he went home without the blessing.

I have often said that if you could carry human goodness to

infinity, you could not earn one fraction of a per cent of salvation.

If we could gather every good man that ever lived in the history

of the world, and take from each one the best thing in his

character, and combine these multiple qualities in one individual,

that individual would still have to kneel at the cross and say,

“Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.”

So you cannot earn salvation, and you cannot steal it; that’s

for sure. There is just one way you can acquire it, and that is for

Someone to give it to you. God is the Giver, by His matchless

grace, and the death of Christ on the cross is the substance of that

grace. You recall what the writer said in the second chapter of the

letter to the Hebrews:

“Thou hast put all things in subjection under his [Jesus’]

feet... But now we see not yet all things put under him. But we

see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he

by the grace of God should taste death for every man.”

The grace of God made possible the death of Christ. There

can be no salvation without a cross. The blood of the Lord Jesus

cleanseth from all sin. Without the shedding of blood, there is no

forgiveness of sin. No wonder John, in the book of Revelation,

could say, “Now unto him that loved us, and washed us from

our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests

unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever

and ever.”

Tertullian once said, “The grace of God turned my sunset into

sunrise.” Multitudes everywhere have realized this. Salvation

originates in Him and finds its destiny in Him. He is the Author

and the Finisher of our faith. He is the Prologue and the Epilogue

in the plan of salvation.

So - here is the solution to the problems we face in any

generation. The grace of God is the answer to war, and divorce,

and hatreds, and animosities, and moral deflections. If I could

etch this truth into your soul, you would not leave without

making your calling and election sure. The grace of God never

fails or fades; it never dims or dies. This grace has proven

adequate in the lives of multitudes. Why don’t you try the grace

of God; you have tried the rest—now try the best.

Notice that the publican was saved instantly. The moment a

man comes to Christ with sincere heart, salvation becomes a

completed fact forever. God does not save men on the installment

plan; He saves them immediately and permanently. Often, men

say to me that they would like to be saved, but they are sure that

if they submitted themselves to Christ, they could not live up to

it. But in saying this, they have misconstrued the plan of

salvation. God is not saving man on the basis of how man will

behave himself in the future. If this were true, there would be no

hope for any of us. But this glorious reality is insured to us by the

matchless mercy of God which is available to all of us. So if you

are a publican, there is hope for you; and if you are a Pharisee,

there is need for you.

Let me close with this little story - One cold morning a train

pulled into the suburbs of a small town and stopped suddenly.

The people within were quite shaken by the sudden stop and

wondered why the train had halted so abruptly. A businessman

got out to inquire. He saw a crowd gathered around by the

baggage car. The engineer and conductor and porter were in a

huddle. The businessman was informed by the conductor that

they had run over a man and cut off his legs. Someone got some

clothes and bound the bleeding stubs, while another summoned

an ambulance. When the ambulance arrived, the businessman said

to the conductor, “Let me accompany the poor fellow to the

hospital. I’m stopping off at this town, and the hotel is nearby.”

The porter got his bags; the attendants put the body in the

ambulance along with the severed limbs.

The businessman could hear the injured man breathing

heavily. The pale light of the morning moon was shining through

the ambulance window upon the wan face of the victim. Then he

began to move his lips. The businessman moved in close to listen,

and the dying man said in a husky voice, “Friend, will you pray

for me?”

The businessman replied, “I don’t know how to pray. I never

prayed a prayer in my life.”

A few moments elapsed. The dying man said softly, “Pal,

would you tell me a prayer that I could pray?”

The businessman said, “Well, one day I heard a preacher say

that one could pray this prayer and the Lord would always hear

it. ‘Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.’ Why don’t you try that

prayer?”

The dying man stared for a moment, then his lips began to

move. “Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.”

Softly he added, “That’s a good prayer; I don’t understand it,

but it isn’t dark now—there’s a light shining. Something has

happened; the load has been lifted; there is peace in my soul.”

He turned to his companion and said, “Friend, why don’t you

try it?”

They arrived at the hospital. The businessman got off and

accompanied the victim. He waited,

and then a doctor came and told him the sad news. The man had

died. The businessman walked out into the hall and looked out

the window. He wiped a tear from his weary face. The sun was

rising in the east. Then he lifted his face to heaven and whispered,

“Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.”

Then he paused, reached for his handkerchief, and as he

walked away he was heard to say, “The man was right. It works!

It really works!”

My friend, it will work for you. This moment join the

millions who have breathed this prayer in moments of repentance,

and you, too, will know the peace that passes understanding and

misunderstanding. ÷

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS
‘ LADY PASTOR SAYS PAUL WASN’T TALKING ABOUT 

LGBTQ IN ROMANS 1 BECAUSE HE DIDN’T HAVE

SOCIAL MEDIA - Meg Clark, a “pastor” at The Table Church

in Washington, D.C., explains that Paul couldn’t have been

talking about LGBTQ people in Romans 1 because he didn’t have

Twitter or social media to form his opinion on sexuality in that

context. Clark says that in the context of the time of Paul’s

writing, he must have been referencing pedophilia and men who

desire to be in a passive sexual role because that was the only

thing Paul would have known about in that time. 

Interestingly, as she explains that Paul actually isn’t against

homosexuality in Romans 1, she reads the passage “claiming to

be wise, they became fools,” and it completely misses her that

this is exactly what SHE is doing at this exact moment in time!

‘ 9,000-MEMBER SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH IS 

CO-PASTORED BY A WOMAN - Despite the fact that the

Scriptures are clear that women are not to be pastors,

“progressive” churches continue to rebel against God by handing

the pulpit over to women — like Beth Moore — and ignore

God’s Word by insisting that God doesn’t really mean what he

says.

While most Southern Baptist Churches still hold to the biblical

teaching on complementarianism and biblical gender roles,

several notable Southern Baptist Churches are now defying and

questioning this. And while there has been much debate on the

issue including allowing women to teach other women, there is

no argument from Scripture — or the Baptist Faith and Message,

the standard confession Southern Baptist Churches must adhere

to — that women should not be teaching men or hold the function

or title of pastor.

Not being called to preach does not make women–or others

who are not called to do so–less valuable to God or less important

to the Church. It does not make women subservient to men or

inferior in any way. We are all called to submit ourselves to the

Word of God, and the Word of God is abundantly clear on this

issue no matter what our feelings or human reasoning tell us.

There is simply no way around it. The office and function of the

pastorate are reserved for men and God chose this for His good

purposes. Disobedience or rejection of this demonstrates a lack of

trust in God.

As several Southern Baptist churches have been exposed in the

last few years as defying the Scriptures and the official position

of the denomination, perhaps none have been quite as blatant as

this one. The latest church to be exposed is one of the largest

Southern Baptist churches in the nation which boasts nine

thousand members.

According to Thom Rainer, one of the Southern Baptist

Convention’s leading researchers and pollsters through LifeWay,

a scarcely known church named The Fountain of Praise based in

Houston, Texas had nine thousand members as of 2013. Most

likely, it’s increased since then. At the time, this made it the 11th

largest church in the Southern Baptist Convention. However, at

least one blurb on the website states that this church has now

grown to over 24,000 members.

This church, according to its website, is pastored by Remus E.

Wright. However, it lists his wife, Mia K. Wright as the

“co-pastor.” After perusing the website, this appears to be more

than just an obscure honorary title; Mrs. Wright not only holds

the title of “co-pastor,” but also fully functions in this role.

According to her biography on the church website, Mia handles

a lot of business at this church and oversees the ministries. 

‘ MAINSTREAM MEDIA’S LEFTIST AGENDA - The global 

mainstream news media is in a conspiracy to control the news

according to a Leftist, Humanist, Globalist, anti-Christ, anti-Bible

narrative, which makes perfect sense in light of Bible prophecy

and the operation of the mystery of iniquity. 

A recent example is the near blackout of a Johns Hopkins

University study that finds that the Covid lockdowns were

ineffective to save lives but instead have caused massive social,

mental health, and economic damage. “The researchers--Johns

Hopkins University economics professor Steve Hanke, Lund

University economics professor Lars Jonung, and special

advisor at Copenhagen’s Center for Political Studies Jonas

Herby--analyzed the effects of lockdown measures such as

school shutdowns, business closures, and mask mandates on

COVID-19 deaths. ... ‘We find little to no evidence that

mandated lockdowns in Europe and the United States had a

noticeable effect on COVID-19 mortality rates,’ the researchers

wrote. ‘However, lockdowns during the initial phase of the

COVID-19 pandemic have had devastating effects. They have

contributed to reducing economic activity, raising



unemployment, reducing schooling, causing political unrest,

contributing to domestic violence and undermining liberal

democracy,’ the study reported. ... ‘These costs to society must

be compared to the benefits of lockdowns, which our

meta-analysis has shown are marginal at best. Such a standard

benefit-cost calculation leads to a strong conclusion:

Lockdowns should be rejected out of hand as a pandemic policy

instrument’” (Fox News, Accuracy in Media; The Western

Journal). 

Since it so obviously opposes totalitarianism, it is no surprise

that this top-flight scientific report has been ignored by CNN,

MSNBC, ABC, CBS, NBC, The New York Times, USA Today,

The Washington Post, The Associated Press, Reuters, and many

other major news sources. 

This is a dark world, but there is also much truth lighting the

darkness by God’s grace. I’m thankful for the continued liberty

in America and its lively free press compared to most nations.

There are massive numbers of Christian, Biblical, and politically

conservative publications both in print and online. Lies and

censorship will not stop the gospel. Multitudes will be saved even

during the very reign of the Antichrist (Revelation 7:9-17). Lies

and censorship will not stop God’s eternal plan to put Jesus

Christ on the throne of this world. 

“Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain

thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take

counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed,

saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their

cords from us. He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the

Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he speak unto

them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. Yet

have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion” (Psalm 2:1-6). 

God’s redeemed people are instructed to set their affections on

things above and to keep their hands busy with God’s big work

in this world, and those who obey don’t have time to become

experts in all things covid and to fret about conspiracies.

‘ FINNISH BISHOP AND POLITICIAN FACE TRIAL FOR 

TEACHING BIBLICAL TRUTH ABOUT MALE AND

FEMALE - The following is excerpted from “Finnish Bishop,”

Christianity Today, Jan. 3, 2022: 

“Johana Pohjola, 49, and politician Päivi Räsänen, 62, are

facing criminal charges ... accused of violating the equality and

dignity of LGBT people. Though Finland has legal protections

for free speech and the free exercise of religion, Prosecutor

General Raija Toiviainen says Räsänen and Pohjola’s actions are

criminal incitement against a minority group--hate speech.

According to the prosecutor, Räsänen has fueled intolerance

and contempt of LGBT people three times: in comments she

made on a nationally syndicated talk show on Finnish

state-supported radio; in a 2019 tweet where she quoted Romans

1:24–27 to criticize the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland

(ELCF)--one of Finland’s two national churches--for its

affiliation with Helsinki Pride; and in a 23-page booklet that

Räsänen wrote titled Male and Female He Created Them.

Pohjola is being charged for publishing Räsänen’s booklet, which

argues against same-sex marriage, contrasts LGBT identities with

the Christian notion of what it means to be human, and describes

same-sex attraction possibly as being inherently sinful and

possibly the result of a ‘negative developmental disorder.’ It was

released in 2004 by Luther Foundation Finland, the legal entity

behind the ELMDF. ... [Pohjola] says, ‘I do not so much fear the

outcome of the court case, but the strong signal it gives to many:

to be silent. I fear self-censorship and intimidation.’”

‘ LOUISVILLE PAYS $75K SETTLEMENT TO 

POLICEMAN SUSPENDED FOR PRAYING OUTSIDE

ABORTION CLINIC -  The following is excerpted from

“Louisville Pays,” Christian Headlines, Feb. 1, 2022: 

“A cop was awarded a $75,000 settlement by the city of

Louisville, Kentucky, after he was suspended for attending a

prayer vigil outside an abortion clinic. Last October, officer

Matthew Schrenger filed a complaint against Louisville Metro

Police Department Chief Erika Shields and Louisville Mayor

Greg Fischer after he was suspended for praying outside of a

closed abortion clinic last February while off duty. 

Schrenger and his father were attending a prayer vigil under

the ‘40 Days for Life’ campaign, where a prayer vigil was held

outside EMW Women’s Surgical Center. Last Thursday, Thomas

More Society, the conservative legal nonprofit who represented

Schrenger, confirmed that a settlement had been reached. Thomas

More Society Senior Counsel Matt Heffron called Schrenger’s

punishment hypocritical because other Louisville police officers

attending political marches or demonstrations were never

disciplined. ... ‘He was treated very differently than other officers

who had undeniably engaged in true political protest and activism

while participating in LGBT and Black Lives Matter

demonstrations,’ Heffron noted.”

‘ THE LITTLE WOMAN WHO WAS SMARTER THAN 

GOD’S PEOPLE - The homosexual rights movement, which is

encroaching on everyone else’s rights and producing persecution

of professing Christians, was preceded by the feminist movement

which was driven by unisex fashion. Before men were wearing

dresses, women were wearing pants, and the female pioneers of

this phenomenon knew that they were creating a revolution that

would eventually destroy biblical morality in western culture.

Consider Mary Quant, the revolutionary British fashion

designer of the Beatles era. In 2019, the Victoria & Albert

Museum in London had a major exhibit on Quant, inventor of the

mini-skirt and hot pants. Mary understood that fashion is a

language. The exhibit was a clothing exhibit, but the focus was

revolution, liberation from biblical sexual mores, and breaking

down the barriers between the sexes (unisex, androgyny). There

was no attempt to hide this. Quant put women in men’s attire:

pants, ties, suit jackets, and short hair. 

One display, entitled “Boys Will Be Girls,” stated that Quant

“subverted menswear.” “Trousers are considered inappropriate

for women [but] Quant wears them anywhere she wants.” Mary

Quant knew that trousers on women is not an issue merely of

comfort and freedom of movement. Following are some other

quotes from the exhibition signage: 

“using fashion to question hierarchies and gender rules,” 

“a rebellious approach to established gender norms,” 

“mocking religion,” 

“an independent style,” 

“self-expression,” 

“freedom.” 

“The miniskirt became an international symbol of women’s

liberation.” 

“[Quant’s] provocative styles reflected increasingly relaxed

attitudes in society towards sexuality in all its forms, reinforced

legally by the decriminalisation of homosexuality in 1967.”

Observe that this clothing exhibit directly connects unisex

fashion with homosexual rights. The 1960s was a major changing

of the times. It was the dawn of the era of color television, color

printing, international mass marketing, global merchandising

empires, and the music-driven international youth culture. 

Why does a Quant exhibit at a major art museum draw

thousands of eager visitors? She helped create the modern ME

culture, the “lovers of their own selves” generation prophesied in

II Timothy 3:2. The music, the fashion, the entertainment, the

commerce, it all broadcasts the ancient Satanic lie, “It’s your life;

live as you please!” 

Mary Quant was smarter than those professing Christians who

think that pants on women is a non-issue. It was a major issue in

the 1960s, and it is a major issue today. 

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God

created he him; male and female created he them” (Genesis

1:27). The masculinization of women is just as evil as the

feminization of men. Woe be unto pastors who are silent in the

face of this revolution! 

‘ CHRISTIAN NURSE WINS LAWSUIT AFTER YEARS OF 

HARASSMENT OVER WEARING A CROSS - The following

is excerpted from “Christian Nurse,” Fox News, Jan. 10, 2022:

“The Employment Tribunal in the United Kingdom ruled in

favor last week of a Christian nurse who said she was forced into

resigning from her job at a London hospital after being harassed

over her cross necklace for years. 

Mary Onuoha took legal action against Croydon Health

Services NHS Trust after resigning in June 2020 following years

of being targeted for wearing a small cross necklace that she was

told posed ‘a health and safety risk.’ After she refused to stop

wearing her necklace, NHS management offered her a

compromise by which she could wear it on a longer chain to keep

the cross out of sight, which she also refused. ... ‘My cross has

been with me for 40 years. It is part of me, and my faith, and it

has never caused anyone any harm. Patients often say to me: I

really like your cross, they always respond to it in a positive way

and that gives me joy and makes me feel happy. I am proud to

wear it as I know God loves me so much and went through this

pain for me,’ she continued. ‘All I have ever wanted is to be a

nurse and to be true to my faith. I am a strong woman, but I have

been treated like a criminal. I love my job, but I am not prepared

to compromise my faith for it, and neither should other Christian

NHS staff in this country,’ she also said. 

...In its ruling last Wednesday, the tribunal dismissed the

hospital’s claim about the health risk and mentioned how other

employees are allowed to wear hijabs and jewelry. ... Onuoha was

represented by the Christian Legal Centre ... Onuoha's financial

compensation will be decided at a later hearing.”

“You’d Never Believe It!”

Dad, mom and their nine-year-old son, Joey were on their way

home from Sunday School when his dad asked Joey, “What was

your Sunday School lesson about today?”

Joey replied, “Well, Dad, our teacher told us how God sent

General Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead

the Israelites out of Egyptian slavery. When General Moses led

his army of Israelites to the Red Sea, General Pharaoh with his

army was in hot pursuit and General Moses had his engineers

build a pontoon bridge across the Red Sea and all his army

walked across safely. However, since General Pharaoh and his

army was closing in behind them, General Moses sent his

demolition men to wire the bridge and then they blew the bridge

killing all of General Pharaoh’s army.”

Dad said, “Now, Joey, is that really what your teacher taught

you?” 

Joey replied, “No, dad - but if I told it the way the teacher did,

you'd never believe it!”

A pastor relates - 

“I heard about a preacher who was looking for a different way

to get the people to give. They had a big building program going

on and needed to raise a lot of money. He hit on the idea of

wiring up some of the pews in the building. When he made his

appeal, he would just flip the switch of that particular pew.

He said, “We need some people in the church to give $500 to

this building program.” He pulled the switch and 50 people stood

involuntarily. 

That got them excited. 

So, he said, “We need some people in this church who will

give $1,000 to this building program.” He flipped the switch and

15 people stood involuntarily. 

By then, he was really worked up. He decided that he would

pull the main switch. 

He said, “We need some folks in this church who will give

$10,000 to this project.” He pulled the switch, and 40 deacons

were electrocuted.


