NURSERY MINISTRY WORKERS FOR THIS WEEK

10:50 a.m. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1: Bertha Segebarrt
Cradle Roll 2: Volunteer Needed

6:30 p.m. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1: Kristi Hooper
Cradle Roll 2: Volunteer Needed

Wed. Evening Service ----- Cradle Roll 1: Shirley White

Cradle Roll 2: Volunteer Needed

AND THE PEOPLE CAME...
Week of March 19, 2017

Sunday School 08
Sunday Morning Service 20
Sunday Evening Service 18
Wed. Eve. Service, 03/22/17 23

AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
Week of March 19, 2017

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------- $ 556.00
Total Received for Week of 03/19/17: $  556.00

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed
to operate the church EACH WEEK,
as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

CRADLE ROLL
OUR VERY NEWEST :
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Born to Brian and Charity Crawford
March 23, 2017
7 pounds, 6 ounces

LISTEN 710 -

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED

1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be
paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took wupon
Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all
your sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and
sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith
the Lord Jesus Christ, who can save you from
the penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a
simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His
promise to save you, and thank Him for His
salvation.

o Please Remember To

e

“9”  Be Faithful To Give!

As with everything else, the costs of keeping a church
going never go down - they always go up. Bills wait for no
one, and churches are no exception to this. An extra,
sacrificial gift today by everyone present would go a long
way...

We encourage all of our membership to practice
obedience to God by being faithful every payday to give
back to Him His tithe (10%). If every family in our church
would practice this one simple discipline, we would never
have weeks where we have to put off paying some bills until
the following week!

Everything is expensive, especially for a small church
like ours, but ours is a BIG God, and He LOVES to bless
His children when they are obedient to Him!

If you are already a tither, we thank you, and encourage
you to also give offerings as well. If you’re currently not
tithing, won’t you please start today - OK? Thank you.
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by Evangelist David W. Cloud

The following are some biblical truths that we must understand about depression and emotional
melancholy. The quotes from Charles Spurgeon are from Lectures to My Students unless otherwise
noted. We quote him because he described his depression so plainly and gave some excellent instruction about it.

We must understand that depression is part of this fallen life and its reason will not always be
known (Psa. 119:28; Rom. 8:22-23; 9:2; Phil. 2:26; I Pet. 1:6).

“I note that some whom I greatly love and esteem, who are, in my judgment, among the very choicest of God’s people,
nevertheless, travel most of the way to heaven by night” (Spurgeon).

“I am the subject of depression so fearful that I hope none of you ever get to such extremes of wretchedness as I go to”
(Spurgeon).

“Hours after, I have been myself depressed, and I have felt an inability to shake it off” (Spurgeon).

“I could weep by the hour like a child, and yet I knew not what I wept for” (Spurgeon)

“... I need something which shall cheer my heart, why I cannot tell, wherefore I do not know, but I have a thorn in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to buffet me; my soul is cast down within me; I feel as if I had rather die than live; all that God hath done by me
seems to be forgotten, and my spirit flags and my courage breaks down. I need your prayers” (Spurgeon).

“We have our times of natural sadness; we have, too, our times of depression, when we cannot do otherwise than hang our heads.
Seasons of lethargy will also befall us from changes in our natural frame, or from weariness, or the rebound of over excitement. The
trees are not always green, the sap sleeps in them in the winter; and we have winters too. Life cannot always be at flood tide: the
fulness of the blessing is not upon the most gracious at all times” (Spurgeon).

“Causeless depression is not to be reasoned with, nor can David's harp charm it away by sweet discoursings. As well fight with
the mist as with this shapeless, undefinable, yet all-beclouding hopelessness. One affords himself no pity when in this case, because
it seems so unreasonable, and even sinful to be troubled without manifest cause; and yet troubled the man is, even in the very depths
of his spirit. If those who laugh at such melancholy did but feel the grief of it for one hour, their laughter would he sobered into
compassion. Resolution might, perhaps, shake it off, but where are we to find the resolution when the whole man is unstrung? The
physician and the divine may unite their skill in such cases, and both find their hands full, and more than full. The iron bolt which
so mysteriously fastens the door of hope and holds our spirits in gloomy prison, needs a heavenly hand to push it back” (Spurgeon).

We must Understand That Some People Are More Prone to Depression and Gloominess than Others -
“As to mental maladies, is any man altogether sane? Are we not all a little off the balance? Some minds appear to have a gloomy
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tinge essential to their very individuality; of them it may be said,
‘Melancholy marked them for her own;’ fine minds withal, and
ruled by noblest principles, but yet most prone to forget the silver
lining, and to remember only the cloud” (Spurgeon, “The
Minister’s Fainting Fits,” Lectures to My Students).

We must Trust the Sovereignty and Goodness of God
(Romans 8:28) -

“It would be a very sharp and trying experience to me to think
that I have an affliction which God never sent me, that the bitter
cup was never filled by his hand, that my trials were never
measured out by him, nor sent to me by his arrangement of their
weight and quantity” (Spurgeon).

“If you drink of the river of affliction near its outfall, it is
brackish and offensive to the taste, but if you will trace it to its
source, where it rises at the foot of the throne of God, you will
find its waters to be sweet and health-giving” (Spurgeon).

“As long as I trace my pain to accident, my bereavement to
mistake, my loss to another’s wrong, my discomfort to an enemy,
and so on, I am of the earth, earthy, and shall break my teeth with
gravel stones; but when I rise to my God and see his hand at
work, I grow calm, I have not a word of repining” (Spurgeon).

We must Understand That There Can Be Divine Purposes

for Depression -

1. To prepare us to help others (II Cor. 1:4)

"One Sabbath morning, I preached from the text, "My
God, My God, why has Thou forsaken Me?' and though I did
not say so, yet I preached my own experience. I heard my own
chains clank while I tried to preach to my fellow-prisoners in the
dark; but I could not tell why I was brought into such an awful
horror of darkness, for which I condemned myself. On the
following Monday evening, a man came to see me who bore all
the marks of despair upon his countenance. His hair seemed to
stand up right, and his eyes were ready to start from their sockets.
He said to me, after a little parleying, T never before, in my life,
heard any man speak who seemed to know my heart. Mine is a
terrible case; but on Sunday morning you painted me to the life,
and preached as if you had been inside my soul.' By God's grace
I saved that man from suicide, and led him into gospel light and
liberty; but I know I could not have done it if I had not myself
been confined in the dungeon in which he lay. I tell you the story,
brethren, because you sometimes may not understand your own
experience, and the perfect people may condemn you for having
it; but what know they of God's servants? You and I have to
suffer much for the sake of the people of our charge ... You may
be in Egyptian darkness, and you may wonder why such a horror
chills your marrow; but you may be altogether in the pursuit of
your calling, and be led of the Spirit to a position of sympathy
with desponding minds” (Spurgeon, An All Round Ministry, pp.
221-222).

“I often feel very grateful to God that I have undergone
fearful depression of spirits. I know the borders of despair, and
the horrible brink of that gulf of darkness into which my feet have

almost gone; but hundreds of times I have been able to give a
helpful grip to brethren and sisters who have come into that same
condition, which grip I could never have given if I had not known
their deep despondency. So I believe that the darkest and most
dreadful experience of a child of God will help him to be a fisher
of men if he will but follow Christ” (Spurgeon, The Soul
Winner, chapter 14).

2. To Humble Us (Ii Cor. 12:7-10)

“Those who are honoured of their Lord in public have usually
to endure a secret chastening, or to carry a peculiar cross, lest by
any means they exalt themselves, and fall into the snare of the
devil” (Spurgeon)

3. For Spiritual Growth (Rom. 5:3-5)

“I am afraid that all the grace that I have got of my
comfortable and easy times and happy hours, might almost lie on
a penny. But the good that I have received from my sorrows, and
pains, and griefs, is altogether incalculable ... Affliction is the
best bit of furniture in my house. It is the best book in a minister's
library” (Spurgeon).

We must Understand That the Ministry Brings Special

Cares and Sorrows (i Cor. 7:5; 1I:28) -

“Passionate longings after men's conversion, if not fully
satisfied (and when are they?), consume the soul with anxiety and
disappointment. To see the hopeful turn aside, the godly grow
cold, professors abusing their privileges, and sinners waxing
more bold in sin—are not these sights enough to crush us to the
earth? The kingdom comes not as we would, the reverend name
is not hallowed as we desire, and for this we must weep. How can
we be otherwise than sorrowful, while men believe not our report,
and the divine arm is not revealed? All mental work tends to
weary and to depress, for much study is a weariness of the flesh;
but ours is more than mental work—it is heart work, the labour
of our inmost soul. How often, on Lord's-day evenings, do we
feel as if life were completely washed out of us! After pouring out
our souls over our congregations, we feel like empty earthen
pitchers which a child might break” (Spurgeon).

We must Understand Spiritual Warfare (Eph. 6:10-12) -

1. Depression can precede times of victory. Many times the
devil will fight hardest and send dark times prior to great spiritual
breakthroughs and victory.

“This depression comes over me whenever the Lord is
preparing a larger blessing for my ministry; the cloud is black
before it breaks, and overshadows before it yields its deluge of
mercy. Depression has now become to me as a prophet in rough
clothing, a John the Baptist, heralding the nearer coming of my
Lord's richer benison” (Spurgeon).

2. Depression can also follow times of victory, as with
Elijah who was so downcast after his great victory at Mt. Carmel
that he wanted to die (I Kings 19:2-4).

We must Look to Our Spiritual Health (Il Pet. Ch. |) -
1. If you are not growing, you are going backwards, and

backsliding can cause depression.

2. Don’t neglect the daily quiet time with God in serious
Bible study and prayer, walking in communion with Christ,
yielding to the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18), putting off the old man
and putting on the new (Eph. 4:22-24).

3. Sin can cause depression. Though not all depression is
caused by sin (e.g., Christ in Psalm 69:20), much of it is. We all
have a fallen nature, and a deceitful, wicked heart, and we all live
under the curse of death because of sin, so there is no such thing
as perfect health as God originally intended it. Paul spoke of “the
body of this death” (Rom. 7:24), and life in that body is the
reality even for born again Christians.

4. Sin grieves the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30) and brings divine
chastening (Heb. 12:6). Sin can even lead to premature death if
not repented of (I John 5:16-17).

5. A great many cases today that are diagnosed as clinical
depression are doubtless the products of sin and false doctrine,
though such things are rarely acknowledged.

6. In modern psychology, sin is typically dismissed as a
result of depression, rather than the cause of depression. One
drinks, abuses drugs, and commits adultery because he is
depressed. Depression is treated as a disease, never an effect of
one’s sinful lifestyle. The depressed is treated as a hapless victim
of circumstances.

Tina Campbell of the black gospel duo Mary Mary
contemplated murder and suicide in 2013 after her husband
committed adultery. She said, “I'm sad; I'm broken, I'm
insecure.... I considered taking my life. I considered taking me,
my children. I was just like, ‘I don’t want to leave a legacy of
suicide to them, so maybe I should just take all of them.” ...  was
like, ‘Maybe I should take out these people who did me wrong
and then take us out, and leave my husband here to figure it out,
so that he can realize, ‘look what you did’” (“Mary Mary’s Tina
Campbell,” TheGrio.com, Mar. 3, 2016). The violence was not
limited to her thoughts. She used a hammer and scissors to
destroy her husband’s car. In public testimony, Tina never
acknowledges her worldly “after your own lusts,” II Timothy
3:3-4 lifestyle and her false charismatic theology as a possible
factor in her depression. She was a “victim”.

CCM artist Sheila Walsh, then co-host of Pat Robertson’s 700
Club, was hospitalized in 1992 and underwent psychiatric
therapy, including drug treatment, because she was “wrestling
with a disease of the mind.” She says that it is wrong to assume
that “your behavior or a perverse lack of faith brought it on”
(“Sheila Walsh Escapes the Darkness of Depression,” The 700
Club, n.d). She says that we should always say to those suffering
from depression, “It’s not your fault” (‘“Sheila Walsh Thanks God
Every Day for Her Mental Health Treatment,” Assist News
Service, Oct. 21, 2015). She was diagnosed with severe clinical
depression and post-traumatic stress disorder, as if she had been
in fierce military combat, and more than 20 years later, Walsh
continues on medication. Again, in her public testimonies there
was no acknowledgement of the possibility that her

non-judgmental ecumenical philosophy and worldly lifestyle,
including her disobedient marriage to an immoral, divorced man,
had anything to do with her mental condition.

I don’t know what really caused these women’s mental
problems and depression, but I do know that it is wrong to leave
out the possibility that sin and false teaching had anything to do
with it.

7. Depression is often the result of alcohol and drug abuse.
This was true in my case.

8. Depression can also be caused by the sin of other people
who effect me (Prov. 10:1).

We must Look to Our Physical Health -

1. Bad health can cause depression. “Has it not often
happened that dyspepsia has been mistaken for backsliding, and
bad digestion has been set down as a hard heart?” (Spurgeon).

Spurgeon suffered terribly from gout, sometimes suffering in
bed for weeks at a time, racked in pain. He said, “I have been
brought very low. My flesh has been tortured with pain and my
spirit has been prostrate with depression. ... With some difficulty
I write these lines in my bed, mingling them with the groans of
pain and the songs of hope.”

2. Lack of sleep can cause depression. When I am tired, I
am much more subject to depression. I have learned not to make
decisions late at night. I know that things will look much darker
then.

3. Lack of rest can cause depression. Some people need
more rest and “down time” than others. We need to understand
ourselves and be wise with our lives, but we must be careful not
to pamper ourselves.

“It is wisdom to take occasional furlough. In the long run,
we shall do more by sometimes doing less. On, on, on for ever,
without recreation may suit spirits emancipated from this 'heavy
clay', but while we are in this tabernacle, we must every now and
then cry halt, and serve the Lord by holy inaction and consecrated
leisure. Let no tender conscience doubt the lawfulness of going
out of harness for a while” (Spurgeon).

4. Lack of physical exercise can cause depression. It is
important to get regular physical exercise to keep the body
healthy.

David Brainerd, famous missionary to the American Indians,
tended toward great emotional extremes, sometimes feeling
spiritual passion and love for God, but often being afflicted with
dark depression. At least 22 times in his diary he expressed a
wish for death. At the beginning of his Journal he wrote, “I was,
I think, from my youth ... inclined rather to melancholy than the
other extreme.” In 1865, Thomas Brainerd, a descendant of
David, wrote, “In the whole Brainerd family for two hundred
years there has been a tendency to a morbid depression”
(biography of John Brainerd).

Brainerd expressed confusion about the frequent deadness of
his affections and compassion. This is an example from his
Journal: “About noon, rode up to the Indians; and while going,



could feel no desires for them, and even dreaded to say anything
to ‘em.” We see this same experience expressed by the Psalmists,
such as in Psalm 119:25, 28, 83. Romans 8 describes the present
Christian life as one of groaning (Rom. 8:23).

Doubtless Brainerd’s tuberculosis, which took his life at age
29, contributed much to his depression.

I recall a preacher friend who had kidney failure, and it
brought him into a deep spiritual depression. He told me that
whereas the Bible had been his delight, it now mocked him.
When he had a successful kidney transplant, this condition was
healed.

We must Cry out to God for Help (Psa. 138:3; I Pet. 5:9) -

“When I was racked some months ago with pain, to an
extreme degree, so that I could no longer bear it without crying
out, I asked all to go from the room, and leave me alone; and then
I had nothing I could say to God but this, "Thou are my Father,
and I am thy child; and thou, as a Father art tender and full of
mercy. I could not bear to see my child suffer as thou makest me
suffer, and if I saw him tormented as I am now, I would do what
I could to help him, and put my arms under him to sustain him.
Wilt thou hide thy face from me, my Father? Wilt thou still lay on
a heavy hand, and not give me a smile from thy countenance?" ...
So I pleaded, and I ventured to say, when I was quiet, and they
came back who watched me: 'T shall never have such pain again
from this moment, for God has heard my prayer.' I bless God that
ease came and the racking pain never returned” (Spurgeon).

We must have the upward look (Col. 3:/-4).
We must have the long look (Il Cor. 4:17; Rom. 8:18).

We must understand that heaviness can be spiritually
beneficial (Jam. 4:9).

We must keep our eyes upon God and our faith in His
promises (Job 13:15).

“I am the subject of depression so fearful that I hope none of
you ever get to such extremes of wretchedness as I go to. But I
always get back again by this—I know that I trust Christ. I have
no reliance but in Him, and if He falls, I shall fall with Him. But
if He does not, I shall not. Because He lives, I shall live also, and
I spring to my legs again and fight with my depressions of spirit
and get the victory through it. And so may you do, and so you
must, for there is no other way of escaping fromit” (Spurgeon).

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS

79% OF AMERICANS COMFORTABLE WITH WOMEN
PASTORS - According to a new Barna Poll, 79% of Americans
are comfortable with women serving as spiritual leaders in
churches. Even among “evangelical” Christians, 39% are in
favor. The survey is called “What Americans Think about
Women in Power.” The results reflect many decades of feminist
brainwashing.

MOTHER AND SON BECOMING “FATHER AND
DAUGHTER?” - The following is excerpted from “Mother and

son,” Fox News, Mar. 15 2017:

“A transgender dad and daughter from Detroit are revealing
their incredible journeys as they transition from mom and son.
Corey Maison, 15, first told her parents she identified as a girl
four years ago, but it was not until last year she learned that her
mother also struggled with her gender identity. The pair are now
leaning on each other as they transition together. The teen has
chronicled their transitions on her Instagram account, and the two
sat down for an interview with Australia’s ‘60 Minutes’ to talk
about the experience. ‘I wanted to make my parents proud of who
I'am, but I thought that they would not like me,” Corey said about
coming out as transgender. Eric Maison, who used to go by Erica,
said that he was emboldened by his daughter’s decision. He
wrestled with different emotions while deciding whether to
transition. ‘The first feeling was relief, the second was terror,” he
said. ‘Fear for what my future would hold, fear for how my
family and children would, fear for what the rest of my life was
going to look like.” ... Eric said he plans to stay together with his
husband, Les, who supports his transition.”

HYPNOSIS DANGER - One of the many occult practices
that have invaded the healthcare field is hypnosis. This is “an
induced altered state of consciousness in which the subject
becomes passive and is responsive to suggestion” (Harper’s
Encyclopedia of Mystical and Paranormal Experience). The term
hypnosis, from hypnos, the Greek god of sleep, was coined by
James Braid, a 19th-century British mesmerist.

Courses on hypnosis are taught in many medical schools and
an estimated 20,000 medical and psychological specialists use it
(“Hypnosis,” Encyclopedia of New Age Beliefs). Hypnosis is
used in pain relief, anesthesiology, drug and alcohol abuse
treatment, weight control, birth control, sleep therapy, physical
healing, psychological healing, self-improvement, human
potential, recovery of memories, regression therapy (healing the
present through recovering the past), and other ways. When used
in the field of modern health care, the idea is that the practice of
hypnotism itself is innocent and useful and can be divorced from
its occultic associations, but this is impossible.

The Encyclopedia of New Age Beliefs observes:
“Historically, hypnotism is typically associated with the occultist
or psychic, the one who exercises power over things or persons,
such as the shaman, magician, witch doctor, medium, witch, guru,
oryogi.” Anton Mesmer (1734-1815), an astrologer and occultist,
proposed a healing technique through hypnosis and the flow of
“animal magnetism” from the practitioner to the patient.
Mesmerization or hypnosis produced two occultic movements in
the 19th century. One was the New Thought or Mind Science
movement. Phineas Quimby (1802-66), a student of Mesmer,
called his “mind healing” theories the Science of Health and had
a powerful influence on Mary Baker Eddy, founder of Christian
Science.

The other movement was spiritism. Another Mesmer student,
Andrew Jackson Davis, published a book in 1847 which he said
was dictated to him by spirits while he was in a mesmeric trance.

The Encyclopedia of Psychic Science says, “The conquest by
spiritualism soon began and the leading Mesmerists were
absorbed into the rank of the spiritualists.”

The danger of hypnotism is evident from the fact that it can
produce a wide variety of occult phenomena, including past life
experiences, multiple personalities, speaking in unknown
languages, automatic writing, clairvoyance, telepathy, seizures,
spirit possession, astral projection, and psychic diagnosis
(Encyclopedia of New Age Beliefs). The fact that hypnosis is so
intimately associated with the occult and communication with
spiritual realms forbidden in Scripture is a loud warning to those
who have ears to hear (Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 18:10-12).
The wise Christian will stay far away from anything savoring of
the occult! The Bible exhorts the believer to be sober (I Peter
5:8). This means to be in control of one’s mind, to be spiritually
and mentally alert. It means to be on guard against danger. It is
the very opposite of allowing oneself to be put into a trance.

CHRISTIAN MAN SHOT DEAD AND SON BURNED

ALIVE BY ISIS IN EGYPT - The following is excerpted from
“ISIS Terror Grows in Egypt,” Christianity Today, Feb. 23,
2017: “A Christian man has been shot dead and his son
burned alive in Egypt, according to reportsfrom the region.
Saad Hana, 65 and his son Medhat, 45 were murdered in
El-Arish, North Sinai in the
latest wave of violence against
Christians. Father Youssef Sobhy,
of the Mar Girgis Coptic
Orthodox Church in El-Arish,
said three masked men assaulted
the father and son at their home.
‘The men knocked at the door of
the home of the Christians and
Medhat opened the door,” Sobhy
told International Christian
Concern. ‘The men shot his old
father, Saad Hanna, in the head
and then they burned the home.’
More Christians are expected to
be targeted as the persecution
grows, according to terror group
statements. A few days ago,
terror groups in Egypt aligned
with Islamic State said Christian
believers were their ‘favorite
prey.”” FINAL NOTE: The Coptic
Orthodox Church has a false
sacramental gospel, but the fact
remains that these people are
being targeted as Christians by
jihadist Muslims.

NASCAR CHRISTIANITY -

This year, the prayers at the
Daytona 300 and Daytona 500

The Nations That Forget God.

automobile races were given by Southern Baptist Ronnie Barton
(FBC, South Daytona) and Seventh-day Adventist chaplain Art
Bakewell. Opening the Daytona 500 race with a prayer for
blessing and protection is a tradition that goes back to 1959. The
prayer has been part of the televised program since 1979. From
1959 to 2005, the prayer was given by Hal Marchman of
Central Baptist Church (Southern Baptist) in Daytona Beach
(“Prayer at the Start,” Daytona Beach News-Journal, Feb. 24,
2017). Barton said he depends on his “heavenly thoughts” to
guide his prayer. The Christianity of NASCAR is exceedingly
shallow and worldly. The night before the race, hundreds of
people party in the infield. In 1968, in my (Evangelist David
Cloud’s) “bad old days,” I got so drunk during the infield party
that I passed out and missed the race. It would be impossible to
pray a legitimate prayer of blessing on this worldly mess. Many
of the NASCAR drivers claim to be Christians, but at the same
time they are the “lords” of this drunken, drugged up, half-naked
debacle. Not only do the NASCAR drivers themselves routinely
neglect the Lord’s assembly in disobedience to Hebrews 10:25,
but they encourage their followers to do the same. The
prayers aren’t even offered in Jesus name. Marchman ended his
prayers with “Shalom and Amen.”

“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them” (Ephesians 5:11).

Psalm 9:17

“And upon the earth distress of nations, with rcglntllr: the sea and the waves
roaring."" (Luke 21:25)






