AND THE PEOPLE CAME...

- Week of April 17, 2022 -
Sunday Morning Service 52
Sunday Evening Service 25
Wednesday Eve., 04/20/22 Service 22
AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...

- Week of April 17, 2022 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 1,184.00
Love Offering $ 50.00
Benevolence Offering $ 50.00
Church Gas Line Repair Fund -------------------—-——- $ 50.00

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 04/17/22: $ 1,334.00
- Weelk of April 10, 2022 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- 1,166.00
Love Offering, Dr. Phil Stringer -- 1,758.00
Church Gas Line Repair Fund ---------------=---=-—-- 381.50
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 04/10/22: $ 3,305.50

- Week of April 3, 2022 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 3,009.98
Love Offering $  100.00
Church Gas Line Repair Fund ---------------=-=-=-——- $ 267.00

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 04/03/22: $ 3,376.98
- Week of March 27, 2022 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 84497
Love Offering $ 50.00
Church Gas Line Repair Fund -------------------—-——- $  413.00

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 03/27/22: $ 1,187.00
- Week of March 20, 2022 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings $ 1,034.00
Church Gas Line Repair Fund -------------------—-——- $ 153.00
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 03/20/22: $ 1,187.00

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed to operate
the church EACH WEEK, as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

- CHURCH NATURAL GAS LINE REPAIR FUND -

Total Cost Of Repairs $10,365.78
Amount Received Thusfar ---------------=-ecceeuev $ 7.608.50

Amount Still Needed: $ 2,757.28
Thank You For Your Help With This Need!

LISTEN T0 -
ABIDINGRADIO.COM

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED

1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be
paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took wupon
Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all your
sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and sinning
(God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith
the Lord Jesus Christ, Who can save you from the
penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a simple
prayer. Believe that God keeps His promise to save
you, and thank Him for His salvation.

THANK YOU For Your Continued
Faithfulness In Giving!

During the early part this pandemic, we were
unable to meet in the church-house. But - that did not
mean that the expenses of having a church-house
were suspended. We still had bills to pay - electricity, gas, water, trash
pickup, phone, internet, facility insurance, copier lease, office
supplies, etc., and, praise the Lord, His people kept praying, watching
online, & supporting their church with their giving.

Sadly, some people only give when they are in attendance
at church - sort of like paying for “services rendered” - but the truth is
that they are robbing THEMSELVES of God’s blessings when they
withhold their tithes and offerings and only give when they are here
(see Malachi 3:10). Thankfully, most of our people have remained
faithful, in so may ways, during this crisis, including financially.
WE HAVE 3 WAYS YOU CAN GIVE:

1. By mail - 23 East Wells Blvd., Sapulpa, OK 74066
2. Drop it off - call the Church Office to arrange it. 224-1924
3. Online - Go to the link below and give electronically:

https://tithe.ly/give?c=433047

WE ARE GLAD WE CAN NOW GATHER TOGETHER TO PRAISE GOD &
STUDY HIS WORD TOGETHER IN THE CHURCH-HOUSE!
YOUR FAITHFUL AND GENEROUS GIFTS WILL HELP US KEEP UP WITH
THE BILLS AND CONTINUE OUR RENEWED OUTREACH EFFORTS!
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Youvu Get Over It‘

by Dr. Vance Havner

“I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love”’ (Revelation 2:4).

oth in the world of nature and in the world of human nature we have a habit of getting over
things. Whether for good or ill, the law of recovery is always at work.

Dr. Vanve Havner
1901-1986

Here is a landscape devastated by flood or hurricane. Crops are ruined, trees are uprooted,
everything is wrecked by a mad upheaval, as though Mother Nature had run wild in a fit of temper.
It looks as though the view could never be lovely again. But the months pass, and after awhile grass
grows again and flowers bloom again and fresh crops are grown, and soon you would never know that there had been a disaster. For
Nature tenderly heals her wounds, she gets over it.

Walking over battlefields of other days, one sees the healing of the scars of conflict. We have to look carefully to see the marks
of former wars, and, although it will take longer this time, we trust that time will obliterate the wounds of this latest carnage. In
England bomb explosions brought to light the seeds of plants that had not grown for years, and many varieties of flowers and shrubs
sprang up in bomb craters as Nature wrought again her miracle of getting over it.

The human race has gotten over a lot of things. Wars and pestilences and famines have threatened to wipe us out and alarmists
have cried, “We’ll never be the same again!” but somehow we have survived. The human race has an astonishing power of recovery.

We individuals get over things. Some of us once were given up to die, riddled with disease, but we are still going, with some of
our parts missing, maybe, but still “among those present.” The hospitals have records of getting over it that fairly take one’s breath
away. For Nature is the great restorer, and the moment you hurt your finger she rushes her repair force to the scene of trouble and
will do wonders if given a chance.

We are always getting over things. Babies are very precious, but it is a good thing we get over our baby traits if we do. It is
natural for the baby to put things into its mouth indiscriminately and some of us never grow up in this regard, but we should. We
can excuse the baby for putting a carpet tack in its mouth but what shall we say of grown-ups who put “coffin tacks” in theirs! It is
natural for the baby to cry for what it wants, but if I should go down the street wailing for an ice-cream cone I should be investigated,
for “when I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child,” but having become a man I am supposed
to have put away childish things. I have read of a man who boasted that at fifty years of age he still prayed the same prayer he used
at five, “Now I lay me down to sleep . . .” Any man who has not found a better prayer than that in forty-five years ought to be
ashamed of himself. He would be insulted if you told him that he had the mental development of a child of five; he would be a
monstrosity if he had the body of a child of five, yet he prides himself on the spiritual development of a five-year-old!

Someone has said, “When a man grows up and doesn’t grow up, he is a fool.” A lot of trouble is caused by people who don’t grow
up. They look normal and would resent being called cases of arrested development, but they make others miserable by childish traits
and tantrums which they should have outgrown long ago. If some middle-agers dressed according to their dispositions they would
still be wearing rompers and pigtails!

But the law of recovery works both ways. While we get over things we should get over, we also get over things we should not get
(continued inside)



over. Many a man starts out in his chosen profession with noble
ideals and high dreams, but the years take their toll, the perversity
of humanity discourages him, the monotony of life depresses him,
until what started as a golden consecration ends in a grouchy
cynicism.

Sometimes old ministers grow bitter and sour. They started out
brightly enough, but they saw so much of the evil of men’s
hearts, that they were disappointed in men they once trusted; they
had the Spirit quenched within them, until they became human
wet blankets, saying to every young enthusiast, “Yes, I used to
feel that way; you’ll get over it!”

But not all preachers get over it. Some carry their springtime
zeal through summer and autumn into the snows of winter,
mellowed and refined, but still aflame. “The devil has no happy
old men,” but real Christians become more childlike -- not
childish -- as the years go by.

Indeed, our Lord said, “Except ye be converted and become as
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven,” and
I am sure that one thing He meant for us to see in that is that
children have not become used to living, they are still fresh and
full of expectancy. Life is crammed with surprises. They have not
gotten used to it. Of course, we have a crop of youngsters today
who get over it far too soon and become blase and fed-up before
they are out of their teens; but I am speaking of normal children.
And a Christian ought to live with a sense of wonder, always
expecting God to do some marvelous thing (Hosea 12:6). We
really do not expect much from God these days. We pray for rain
and leave our umbrellas at home. We pray for revival but don’t
really expect one to start today. We have been told that
whatsoever we ask in prayer, believing, we shall receive, but we
ask, doubting, or, at the most, we ask, merely hoping, and our
expectation is not unto Him.

Right here was the trouble at Ephesus. She had got over her
first love. Married couples do that today: bliss turns to boredom
and ends in a divorce court. The same thing happens in the
Church. Ephesus had started out on fire for God. She was still
orthodox and busy but something was lacking. She needed a
revival. Many a church has started out with a few saints aflame
for God, but later they became rich and increased with goods with
need of nothing. They may still be doctrinally sound and
religiously active but they have got over their first love and they
need to remember and repent and repeat the first works.

Mind you, modernism and worldliness are not the only evils in
the Church today. There is a dreadful state among orthodox
Christians whose doctrine is as sound as a dollar and who could
not be called worldly by any stretch of the imagination, but who
have become fed-up and heavy until they are harder to arouse
than the grossest sinners. They have read so much and heard so
much that nothing surprises them. They have lost their capacity
for being stirred. Their reaction to any sermon is, “We have heard
all the preachers and read all the books. Nothing that you could
say would be new. We are veterans and we don’t propose to get
excited. We’ve heard all this and got over it and so will you.”
That sort of thing is hard on a young Timothy, and if he doesn’t

let God use him to get them out of their state the devil will use
them to get him out of his!

The history of the Church is a story of getting over it. Senator
Borah said there were two stages in every movement, the
apostolic and the mechanistic. The Church has her periods of
great awakening, when the fires of apostolic zeal burn high. Then,
the fires die, she becomes settled and complacent and mechanical.
She gets over it. And the Lord has to send an awakener to rouse
her again.

We individual Christians get over it. We leave our first love,
we lose the joy of salvation, we get to where grace does not
appear as precious as the hour we first believed. We get used to
it, and while we recite the phrases and sing the songs, the color
and freshness are gone. We take it all as a matter of course; we
become like those iron fountains of A.J. Gordon’s illustration, in
which the water gushes out of iron lips that never taste it! If we
were honest, we would sing:

“Where is the blessedness I knew
When first I saw the Lord?
Where is the soul-refreshing view
Of Jesus and His Word?”

Itis not necessary for us to fall into heresy or gross worldliness
to get over it. We may believe the truth, stand for the truth, and
yet in the very activities of the truth grow so accustomed to the
truth that we “traffic in unfelt truth.”

Christmas Evans, the great Welsh preacher, riding horseback
one Saturday afternoon on his way to preach, was “convicted of
a cold heart.” He tethered his horse and spent hours in the woods
in prayer until his heart was thawed out “like the breaking up of
a hard winter.” He had “got over it,” but, unlike some of us, he
found it out. A preacher had better stop in his tracks if he finds
himself moving from the apostolic to the mechanistic stage; he
had better do something radical then and there. He had better
drop everything and get into the woods with his Bible and read
until he has a new Bible and pray until he has a new prayer, and
come back a new man with a new message. A lot of churches
think they need a new preacher when they simply need the same
preacher renewed. Many a preacher thinks he needs a new
pastorate when he needs to be renewed in the same pastorate.
Robertson of Brighton wanted to resign from the ministry, but
God impressed him that what he needed was to have his
commission re-signed.

Not every preacher loses out because he went into false
doctrine or had a moral breakdown. Some leave their first love in
around of church duties. Perhaps more leave it that way than in
any other, for it is so deceptive: they are not aware of getting over
it. They work at it harder than ever, but the harder they work, the
farther they get from the thing they started out to do. The church
at Ephesus was not having bingo instead of prayer-meetings.
They were a fundamental, hard-working crowd, getting farther
away all the time from the thing that mattered most, their love for
Christ. We seem to think that the very momentum of Christian
activity will keep us in spiritual trim, but it carries us away from

what we started out to do and be. We Christian workers
sometimes assume that just because we are in the midst of
spiritual labours all the time, that will keep us warm for Christ.
But nothing is more dangerous, for familiarity with the things of
God, if it does not breed contempt, may breed complacency. We
get over it.

Whether church or preacher or layman, we had better watch
lest our hands outrun our hearts, lest we let the abounding
iniquity of this age make our love wax cold. Some think it a mark
of maturity to be unresponsive to revival: it is a mark of that
Laodecean lukewarmness that nauseates the Lord.

We had better get back to it, for all our activity is useless if we
leave our first love. All our meetings, our rallies, our reunions are
sounding brass and clanging cymbal until we recover that. We try
to make up for it by adding more committees, drives and picnics,
but adding more wheels is a poor way to make up for having less
steam!

It amounts to this: what we need is a revival. If you can’t have
one in your church get alone with God and have one yourself.
Tell Him you’re slipping, getting over it, getting used to being a
Christian, and that you don’t like it. Get back past all the world
confusion and church quarrels and differences among the saints
and the weaknesses of the brethren, back to Christ, to One you
can trust. Come to Him afresh and fall in love with Him again and
get such an eye-full and heart-full of Him that you feel like you
did when you were converted. If it brings tears to the eyes and a
tremor to the voice and an “amen” to the lips, well and good. If
someone thinks you’re having softening of the brain, tell them it
is softening of the heart, and that you’re getting over “hardening
of the hearteries.” Maybe you will strike fire in other hearts and
start a revival. Certainly you will come nearer doing so than by
criticizing the preacher, watching the faults of the deacons and
the frailties of the missionary society.

Whatever it costs, no price is too great to kindle aflame the
fires of our first love. If you are getting over it, heed the call of
our Christ: Remember and Repent and Repeat, “or else . . .”
There is another R: He will “Remove” you from your place of
usefulness. Many churches, many preachers, many Christians are
on the shelf, disapproved, because they would not learn their
three R’s.

The only way to keep from getting over it is to get back to it!

- Vance Havner began preaching ate 14. His preaching brought conviction. Has ability to
summarize great Bible & spiritual truths into short, simple statements became his hallmark.

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS

@ CALIFORNIA INTRODUCES BILLDECRIMINALIZING
INFANTICIDE POSSIBLY UP TO ONE YEAR AFTER
BIRTH - New language added to AB 2223 last week would
shield a mother from civil and criminal charges for any “actions
or omissions” related to her pregnancy, “including miscarriage,
stillbirth, or abortion, or perinatal death.” Although definitions of
“perinatal death” vary, all of them include the demise of
newborns seven days or more after birth.

The bill, from Assemblywoman Buffy Wicks, additionally

protects anyone who “aids or assists a pregnant person in
exercising” these rights. It also allows a woman to sue any police
department or legal authority which arrests or charges her for
hurting or killing her child under provisions of the bill.

@ DUTCH DOCTORS CAN EUTHANIZE ELDERLY
WITHOUT THEIR AGREEMENT PERTAINING TO TIME
AND MANNER - The following is excerpted from “Dutch
Doctors Can Now Secretly Place Sedatives in Food,” Christian
Headlines, Nov. 25, 2020:

“[A] Netherlands medical committee has changed its code of
practice to allow doctors to slip sedatives into the food or drink
of patients with dementia before they are euthanized so as to
prevent them from becoming ‘disturbed, agitated or aggressive.’
The change in rules by the Netherlands review committee for
euthanasia comes after the country’s Supreme Court ruled in
April that a doctor who carried out assisted suicide on a
74-year-old patient with Alzheimer’s did not commit murder by
placing a sedative into the patient’s coffee. The patient woke up
and had to be held down by her daughter and husband, the BBC
reported. The patient previously had written a statement saying
she ‘wanted to be euthanized before entering a care home,” but
adding that she wanted to decide ‘while still in my senses and
when I think the time is right,” the BBC said.

The new rules say it ‘is not necessary for the doctor to agree
with the patient [about] the time or manner in which euthanasia
will be given,” according to The Guardian.

... Ethicist Wesley J. Smith criticized the new rule, saying a
doctor should not be able to decide ‘why and when’ a patient
dies. ‘Once a society accepts killing as an acceptable response to
human suffering,” Smith wrote, ‘there are no outer boundaries
limiting where the killing will ultimately go. Those with eyes to
see, let them see.””

& ALABAMA SIGNS TWO TRANSGENDER BILLS - The
following is excerpted from Christian Headlines, Apr. 12, 2022:

“Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey has signed a pair of bills she says
will protect children and promote common sense throughout the
state by banning transgender treatments for minors and requiring
restrooms and locker rooms to be divided by biological sex.
‘There are very real challenges facing our young people,
especially with today’s societal pressures and modern culture,’
Ivey said in a statement. ‘I believe very strongly that if the Good
Lord made you a boy, you are a boy, and if he made you a girl,
you are a girl.’

... One bill, SB184, makes it a crime for doctors to prescribe
puberty blockers and hormones to children and to perform
sex-change surgeries. Among the surgeries prohibited on minors
are castrations, vasectomies and hysterectomies. ‘We
should...protect our children from these radical, life-altering
drugs and surgeries when they are at such a vulnerable stage in
life,” Ivey said.

A second bill, HB322, requires public schools to divide
restrooms, locker rooms, changing rooms and shower rooms by
biological sex.”



