AND THE PEOPLE CAME...

- Week of June 20, 2021 -
Sunday Morning Service 27
Sunday Evening Service 22
Wed. Evening Service, 06/23/21 9

AND THE PEOPLE “TUNED IN”...

- Week of June 20, 2021 -

- Number of people who connected with our services on Facebook -
Sunday Morning Service:

73 Views 38 Engagements
Sunday Evening Service:

37 Views 39 Engagements
Wednesday Evening Service:

60 Views 74 Engagements 57 People Reached

78 People Reached

57 People Reached

AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
- Week of June 20, 2021 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 63047

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 06/20/21: $ 630.47
- Week of June 13, 2021 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------=---------- $ 1,052.38
Church Insurance Fund $ 25.00
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 06/13/21: $ 1,077.38

- Week of June 6, 2021 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 1,434.38
Church Insurance Fund $ 10.00
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 06/06/21: $ 1,444.38

- Week of May 30, 2021 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 2,377.23
Church Insurance Fund $ 10.00
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 05/30/21: $ 2,387.23

- Week of May 23, 2021 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings -------------=----=---- $  668.80
Building Fund $ 59.10
Church Insurance Fund $ 30.00

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 05/26/21: $  757.90

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed to operate
the church EACH WEEK, as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

PLEASE BE FAITHFUL TO GIVE,
- ESPECIALLY NOW

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED

1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be
paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took upon
Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all your
sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and sinning
(God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith
the Lord Jesus Christ, who can save you from the
penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a simple
prayer. Believe that God keeps His promise to save
you, and thank Him for His salvation.

THANK YOU For Your Continued
Faithfulness In Giving!

During the early part this pandemic, we were
unable to meet in the church-house. But - that did not
mean that the expenses of having a church-house
were suspended. We still had bills to pay - electricity, gas, water, trash
pickup, phone, internet, facility insurance, copier lease, office
supplies, etc., and, praise the Lord, His people kept praying, watching
online, & supporting their church with their giving.

Sadly, some people only give when they are in attendance
at church - sort of like paying for “services rendered” - but the truth is
that they are robbing THEMSELVES of God’s blessings when they
withhold their tithes and offerings and only give when they are here
(see Malachi 3:10). Thankfully, most of our people have remained
faithful, in so may ways, during this crisis, including financially.
WE HAVE 3 WAYS YOU CAN GIVE:

1. By mail - 23 East Wells Blvd., Sapulpa, OK 74066
2. Drop it off - call the Church Office to arrange it. 224-1924
3. Online - Go to the link below and give electronically:

https://tithe.ly/give?c=433047

WE ARE GLAD WE CAN NOW GATHER TOGETHER TO PRAISE GOD &
STUDY HIS WORD TOGETHER IN THE CHURCH-HOUSE!
YOUR FAITHFUL AND GENEROUS GIFTS WILL HELP US KEEP UP WITH
THE BILLS AND CONTINUE OUR RENEWED OUTREACH EFFORTS!

CHURCH INSURANCE FUND

Monthly Premium, Due 07/05/21-------- $537.92
Amount Received To Date ----------- $ 35.00

TOTAL STILL NEEDED BY JULY 5, 2021: --------- $502.92
Thank You For Your Faithful Help With This Need!

Church Directory
Todd W. White Pastor
Lois Mae Floyd Pianist/ Organist
Mickie Shatwell Evening Pianist
Derek Quinnelly Greeter
Larry Byars S.S. Teacher
Larry & Mary Byars, Susan Strain Outreach
Bertha Segebarrt Custodian
Flowers Shirley & Brenda White
Sound/Video Seth White

SOUTH HEIGHTS BAPTIST’S WEEKLY

REMIN

Volume XXVII

June 27, 2021

WE HAVIE
E,S)

Number 24

An answer by the late
Dr. David F. Reagan, Pastor
Antioch Baptist Church
Knoxville, Tenn.

Dear Pastor Reagan:

Please don’t be alarmed by my question. I am doing some research, and some questions are coming to light. Here are a few:

1. How can we say that the Masoretic Hebrew text is a word-for-word exact copy of the “originals,” when the KJV translators
apparently didn’t believe this?

2. How can we say that the Textus Receptus Greek NT is an exact, word-for-word copy of the “originals?” The KJV translators
did not depend upon a single Greek manuscript for their work, so apparently they did not believe they had an exact copy of the
originals?

3. How can we say the 1611 KJV is a “verbally preserved,” (word-for-word) English translation of the “originals?” It appears
by reading the “Preface to the Reader” included in the 1611 that the KJV translators did not believe their work was absolutely,
word-for-word perfect.

Reply by Pastor Reagan -

Thank you for your letter. With your spirit as it is, the letter certainly does not disturb me. You are dealing with some of the same
things I have had to deal with as I got further and further into the subject of Bible preservation. I grew up with a simple faith in the
King James Bible, then I went to Bible college and became convinced that there was no such thing as a perfect Bible. Later, the Lord
got hold of me and turned me back to the King James Bible. I saw the lines of manuscripts and the evidence for the King James
readings that were ignored by the scholars and knew I had the evidence I needed for faith in the King James text.

For a while, I studied out every problem with the intent to answer every charge against the King James Bible. But as I went on,
I realized that there was always going to be another problem and another issue to solve. Some of the key ones needed answers, but
I could easily spend my entire life trying to answer every question. I went through another transition. I returned very close to the
simple faith I started out with in my youth. I believe God is in charge of the preservation of His Bible.

Now, that being said, my newfound knowledge of manuscripts and their transmission made it impossible for me to go back to the
simple faith without some inner understandings. These understandings help me to see the breadth of God’s hand on the preservation
process without being able to comprehend all the intricate details and workings of the Lord. Here are some of the things that helped
me most.

PRODUCT: First, I had to determine what it was that I held in my hand. My conclusion is that the King James Bible is God’s
perfectly preserved text for the English speaking people of today. Although it is God’s perfect Word in the English and although
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it fully translates God’s Word from the Greek and Hebrew, I
know that a strict word-for-word translation from any language
to another is impossible by definition. A different language
requires a different vocabulary, a different syntax, and so on. The
King James text is more literal than the modern versions, but it is
not perfectly literal. The perfection is in the results as contained
in the King James text. God started with His words in Greek,
Hebrew, etc., and ended up with His words in English. It is as
simple as that.

PROCESS: 1 have studied evidences until I am full of
evidences. I have preached one message called “Twenty-Four
Proofs of the King James Bible.” However, we must understand
that evidences are just that. They lend support to the resulting
conclusion. They are not absolute undeniable proofs. We read the
evidences and come to a conclusion. Now, before you can say
that this is unsatisfactory, let me point out that this is our
approach in several key areas. How do we know that there is a
God? We see the evidences of creation, conscience, etc., but we
must finally come to the conclusion that God is the only answer
that makes sense.

Closer to our subject, consider the canon of the New
Testament. A critic will often ask, “How do we know that the
twenty-seven books of the New Testament are those placed there
by God? Surely you do not believe we can trust in the
conclusion of a Catholic Council hundreds of years after the
books were written.”

The truth is, there are numerous evidences. None of them are
a complete test-tube proof in and of themselves. In addition to
this, we have some scriptural principles. Jesus told the apostles
that the Spirit of truth would call things to their remembrance
(Gospels and Acts), teach them all things (Epistles), and tell them
of things to come (Revelation) [John 14:26; 16:13]. We expect
God to keep His Word and we expect Him to provide His Word
for His people. But those who expect nothing from God are ready
to reject the validity of the New Testament canon.

Consider the process of accepting the canon. We see the
promises that God would provide His truth. We see the evidences
that He did it through the twenty-seven books of the New
Testament. And, finally, we accept by faith that God did what He
said He would do.

PROOEF: So, what is my proof that the King James Bible is
God’s perfectly preserved Word for today? I see two precepts
concerning God’s words. First, He will preserve His words
(Psalm 12:6-7). His truth (which is His word - John 17:17) will
endure to all generations (Psalm 100:5; 117:2). Also related to
this is God’s assumption that we have His words and can obey
them. But there is a second and important precept.

It is this: Man will always pervert and corrupt the true words
of God (see 1I Corinthians 2:17; 4:2).

Taking these two precepts together, I come to two conclusions.
First - God’s true Word will always be available somewhere on
earth. Second - there will always be corruptions and
counterfeits of God’s Holy Word. Therefore, my job is not to

determine whether or not God preserved His words. That would
be a direct rejection of the information given to me by God.
Rather, my duty is to discover that true Word and where it is in
the world today.

These promises and truths turn me to the evidences. How
would God validate His Word in the world today? It would
certainly be a powerful text. It would change lives, bring revival
and produce missionaries. There would be internal and external
evidences. The text would have historical confirmation. The text
would resonate with those closest to the Lord. This is not the
place to go into the evidences, but I have been totally convinced
by the evidences that the text of the King James Bible is God’s
perfect text for today. It could also be in other languages. I do not
know. But I fully believe it to be in the English Authorized
Version of 1611. As you can see, the evidences examined in the
light of the promises lead to faith in the perfect word of God. To
me, it is that simple.

PARTICULARS - However, you bring up other problems as
well and I understand that these can be very troubling. You have
discovered that there are variations in the Hebrew Masoretic text,
the Greek Textus Receptus, and even in the King James English
text. How can we deal with these?

First of all, remember that man naturally corrupts everything
he touches. This is true even when he does not mean to corrupt,
but it especially true when he means to corrupt as is often the
case. But my faith is not in the transmission powers or translation
abilities of man - it is in the providential working of God to
preserve His words!

Any individual copy may have errors in it (no matter how
honest and benign). God does not promise to make sure that my
individual copy of the Bible has no mistakes. If I find it in a text
that is supposed to be true, I will not throw away the Bible, but
only correct the copy I have. I have done this with misprints in
the King James Bibles I have owned. To require each single copy
or even one single copy to have no errors is to put the faith in
man. Man makes mistakes. However, honest mistakes can usually
be discovered and corrected.

I believe that there have been thousands upon thousands of
forces moving on the Bible text for hundreds of years. Dishonest
men have changed the text; honest men have made honest
mistakes; true scholars have tried to correct the errors and
alterations. Yet, if our only hope in the text rests on the labors of
man, I would agree that it has been lost. But would God allow
His words to be hopelessly lost in errors and corruptions? We
must believe that He wants us to have His pure words. Therefore,
I believe that He providentially works in the affairs of men,
taking their errors and attempts and bringing out at certain times
and in certain languages His perfect word and His perfect words.

We believe that all things work together for good to those who
love the Lord (Romans 8:28), but we do not look on all things as
good. God can pile up a bunch of negatives and make the end
result a positive. He is good at multiplication, and when you
multiply a negative by a negative, you get a positive. According

to Psalm 76:10, He will turn the wrath of men into praise for
Himself. This is His common way of working in the world.

Therefore, the fact that the King James translators did not
consider their work perfect has nothing to do with it. In fact, it is
true that none of them did perfect work. They began with
multiple translations before their time. Then, they passed their
translation work from one person to another and from one
committee to another. No lengthy text was the product of one
individual translator - but, the final result was the product of
God working with power in the entire process. They were not
inspired translators. God worked providentially among them to
preserve His perfect text.

Finally, I believe that the work from 1611 to 1769 (though
minor to the extreme) was God’s final purifying of the text from
typographical errors and such. On several occasions, I have
allowed a congregation to choose a chapter in the Bible for me
and I would then read them that chapter from a 1611 reprint of
the King James Bible. To this date, no one has caught the first
change in the text. I know there are a handful in there, but they
are not of the sort that we see in the modern versions.

I cannot in a letter solve all your problems. They are real and
I know that they are honest ones. However, I warn you not to try
and understand it all. God says of man that He “hath set the
world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that
God maketh from the beginning to the end” (Ecclesiastes 3:11).
That means that He purposely hides the way He accomplishes His
will from our eyes and understanding. His ways are unsearchable
(Romans 11:33).

In the end, we must come to Him in faith. If you were to go
into a study of the canon of scripture in the same way you are
studying manuscripts, you would probably be alarmed at the
questions this would raise. The truth is, our belief in God, in the
preserved canon of scripture, or in the preserved words of God,
all come down to faith. Will you believe God’s promises or not?

I hope this helps you to think this through. God is trying to
bring you to a breakthrough. I pray that He will see you through
it. ®

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS

d PROTESTORS GATHER AROUND CALGARY PRISON
TO SUPPORT JAILED PASTOR - The following is excerpted
from “Protesters Gather,” The Daily Wire, June 22, 2021:

“A group of pastors and protesters gathered around the Calgary
Remand Centre in Alberta to support Pastor Tim Stephens, who
was jailed earlier this month after a police helicopter found where
his congregation was meeting outside. Heavy police presence
hovered over the gathering, according to video of the event from
Rebel News, but the demonstration remained peaceful despite
many of the participants expressing disgust toward the Alberta
government for how they are treating Stephens and other pastors.

Among the participants in the protest was Pastor James Coates
of GraceLife Church in Edmonton, who drew international
attention earlier this year when he spent more than a month in

maximum-security prison for continuing to hold church services
in defiance of the Alberta Public Health Act. After he was
released, Alberta Health Services (AHS) and the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP) raided his church in the early morning
and barricaded it behind three layers of fence, forcing the
congregation to meet in secret.

‘This country, the whole Western Civilization as we know it,
is being systematically altered,” Coates told the crowd. ‘And all
we’re going to do in the mean time is proclaim the Gospel of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ...” Another person who spoke at the
event was Pastor Trevor Stephens, who is Tim Stephens’ brother
and associate pastor of Victory Baptist Church near Edmonton.
‘What’s happened here is reprehensible,” Stephens said. ‘Jailing
a pastor for being obedient to God for an injunction that really
doesn’t apply to him...” Stephens also warned that the way
government is overreaching during the COVID-19 pandemic will
not stop with the virus.”
dU.S. SUPREME COURT RULES IN FAVOR OF
CATHOLIC ADOPTION AGENCY IN HOMOSEXUAL
DISCRIMINATION DISPUTE - The following is excerpted
from “Supreme court rules in favor,” Religion News Service,
June 17, 2021:

“A city-funded foster and adoption agency that opposes
same-sex marriage on religious grounds can be exempted from
serving such couples, the Supreme Court ruled on Thursday (June
17). In a unanimous ruling, the justices once again showed they
were receptive to claims by religious groups--in this case Catholic
Social Services, which refuses to work with same-sex couples.
The agency had contracted with the city of Philadelphia to screen
potential foster parents.

Beginning in 2018, the city of Philadelphia ended its contract
with CSS, claiming that the organization violated a city ordinance
banning discrimination. In Fulton v. Philadelphia, the court said
Philadelphia was wrong to end a contract with the Catholic
agency. Catholic Social Services and two foster parents--one
named Sharonell Fulton--sued the city, claiming the free exercise
clause in the First Amendment gives the agency the right to opt
out of the nondiscrimination requirement. A lower court and a
federal circuit court ruled in the city’s favor, so CSS appealed to
the Supreme Court.

The opinion, by Chief Justice John Roberts, reversed the circuit
court ruling. “The refusal of Philadelphia to contract with CSS for
the provision of foster care services unless CSS agrees to certify
same-sex couples as foster parents violates the Free Exercise
Clause of the First Amendment,” the opinion states.

A study published earlier this year found a 35 percentage-point
increase in the rate of Supreme Court rulings that favor religion
over the past 70 years.” ll l




