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WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED
1.
2.
3.

4.

AND THE PEOPLE “TUNED IN”...
Week of Sept. 20, 2020

5.

- Number of people who watched our services on Facebook Sunday Morning Service ----- 55 “Live” & 63 During The Week
Sunday Evening Service ------ 45 “Live” & 61 During The Week
Wed. Evening Service ----------- 34 “Live” & 64 During The Week

Admit that you are a sinner.
Admit that God says all sins must be
paid for.
Accept the fact that Christ took upon
Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all your
sins.
You must change your mind about sin and sinning
(God calls this repentance).
By an act of your will, accept by faith
the Lord Jesus Christ, who can save you from the
penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a simple
prayer. Believe that God keeps His promise to save
you, and thank Him for His salvation.
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PLAN NOW TO BE HERE NEXT SUNDAY TO HEAR -

AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
- Week of September 20, 2020 Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 09/20/20: $

944.89
944.89

- Week of September 13, 2020 Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 1,155.70
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 09/13/20: $ 1,155.70
- Week of September 6, 2020 Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 1,389.00
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 09/06/20: $ 1,389.00
- Week of August 30, 2020 Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 08/30/20: $

96.91
96.91

- Week of August 23, 2020 Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 1,968.50
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 08/23/20: $ 1,968.50
- Week of August 16, 2020 Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $
TOTAL RECEIVED FOR WEEK OF 08/16/20: $

619.09
619.09

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings needed
to operate the church EACH WEEK,
as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

PLEASE BE FAITHFUL TO GIVE,
ESPECIALLY NOW.

THANK YOU For Your Continued
Faithfulness In Giving!
During the early part this pandemic, we were
unable to meet in the church-house. But - that did not
mean that the expenses of having a church-house
were suspended. We still had bills to pay - electricity, gas, water, trash
pickup, phone, internet, facility insurance, copier lease, office
supplies, etc., and, praise the Lord, His people kept praying, watching
online, & supporting their church with their giving.
Some people only give when they are in attendance at church - sort
of like paying for “services rendered” - but the truth is that they are
robbing THEMSELVES of God’s blessings when they withhold their
tithes and offerings and only give when they are here (see Malachi
3:10). Thankfully, our people have remained faithful, in so may ways,
during this crisis, including financially.
WE HAVE 3 WAYS YOU CAN GIVE DURING THIS CRISIS:
1. By mail - 23 East Wells Blvd., Sapulpa, OK 74066
2. Drop it off - call the Church Office to arrange it. 224-1924
3. Online - Go to the link below and give electronically:
https://tithe.ly/give?c=433047

WE ARE GLAD WE CAN NOW GATHER TOGETHER TO PRAISE GOD &
STUDY HIS WORD TOGETHER IN THE CHURCH-HOUSE! YOUR
GENEROUS GIFTS WILL HELP US KEEP UP WITH THE BILLS AND
CONTINUE OUR OUTREACH EFFORTS!

Church Directory
CHURCH INSURANCE FUND
Monthly Premium, Due 11/05/20-------- $ 506.00
Amount Received To Date ----------- $ 0.00
TOTAL STILL NEEDED BY 11/05/20 -------------- $ 506.00
Thank You For Your Faithful Help With This Need!

Todd W. White ------------------------------------------------------------------ Pastor
Lois Mae Floyd ---------------------------------------------------- Pianist/ Organist
Mickie Shatwell ----------------------------------------------------- Evening Pianist
VOLUNTEER NEEDED! -------------------------------------------------- Greeter
Larry Byars --------------------------------------------------------------- S.S. Teacher
Larry & Mary Byars, Susan Strain --------------------------------------- Outreach
Bertha Segebarrt --------------------------------------------------------- Custodian
Flowers --------------------------------------------------- Shirley & Brenda White
Sound/Video ------------------------------------------------------------ Seth White

EVANGELIST RODNEY WOODCOCK

BRO. RODNEY WILL BE PREACHING IN BOTH
SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY - 11:00 A.M. & 6:30 P.M.
BE SURE TO BE HERE FOR BOTH SERVICES,
AND - BRING A FRIEND!

Footmen &
Horses
by Wayne Hardy, Pastor
Bible Baptist Church
Stillwater, Oklahoma
Written in May, 2020

I

n the January/February Baptist Times, I made a really bold
statement—a statement I was asked about then and have
been pelted with questions about ever since. My statement
was this: “There is a storm coming to America, sooner than we
think, that will reveal whether our churches have developed
mature disciples or attracted hollow consumers.”
For the record, I am no more a prophet who can predict the
future than you. On the other hand, Bible Baptist Church of
Stillwater will attest that I have been emphasizing for the last year
the need to prepare for an impending storm that will test our
discipleship. I have made many statements about a time when we
will not have a building in which to meet or music programs on
which to rely. Who could have known that COVID-19 would be
that storm and that, within a span of two weeks, we would go
from normal church life to almost no church life, at least, as we
know it? I certainly didn’t.
I am convinced, though, that it is a very clear signal and a
vitally important lesson that we had better heed. The cost of not
heeding it could wipe out many of the gains we claim as churches
in our communities and across our nation. The lesson comes from
the life of Jeremiah. He was faithful to declare God’s message to
a nation that had once known God well but had since turned away
from Him. He was headed toward captivity under a nation that
had become mightier than Israel. Many of the people and the
national rulers got tired of hearing Jeremiah’s warnings, and they
began to threaten him. The pressure upon him mounted to the
point that he complained to God about trying to do right while
suffering at the hands of evil men who seem to prosper.
God’s response to Jeremiah, which we find in chapter 12,
verse 5, is very sobering and to the point. “If thou hast run with
the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou
contend with horses?” God was using a comparison to establish
a gauge by which Jeremiah could measure himself. God knew
what was coming even if Jeremiah didn’t. If Jeremiah was going
to remain God’s voice to a corrupt people, he needed to be able
to stand in some hard times. Hard times were definitely on their
way.
Think about this comparison. The average man weighs 197.9
pounds while the average horse weighs 1,400 pounds. An average
man can sprint at a speed of 19 mph for a brief amount of time,
while a horse can reach up to 55 mph. When measuring the

capacity of machines, the term horsepower is used as a
comparison. A healthy horse can pull 10–15 times its own weight
a short distance, while the average man can pull less than twice
his own weight under similar circumstances. A significant
increase is seen in the capacity of the horse.
This comparison was meant for one primary purpose: to
show Jeremiah how he was going to fare in the future, based upon
how he was faring right now. The way he handled today was
meant to be a divine gauge revealing how he would handle
tougher times ahead. While that may not have felt very good, it
was extremely valuable. God was doing Jeremiah a favor.
Jeremiah was wrapped up in the difficulty of the moment and all
the emotions clouding his thinking, so God presented this
contrast to clear the air and to strip Jeremiah’s thinking down to
sheer truth. He was to look at his current stamina as running with
footmen in a battle, and then see much more difficult times ahead
as contending with horses. This comparison would reveal to him
how he would likely fare in the conflict yet to come. This would
motivate him to shore up any revealed weaknesses by this
comparison, in order to guarantee success and avoid
embarrassment once the greater conflict arrived.
As we face the challenging circumstances of COVID-19, we
should be wise enough to use this lesson as God instructed
Jeremiah to use his. God has given us a gauge for where we are,
by allowing us to go through something challenging but likely
temporary and less damaging than many more challenges to
come. Our situation can reveal to us where we really are and
prepare us for even greater challenges in the future.
Here are some thoughts on how this works:

DESTROYING EMOTIONAL ILLUSIONS
We often build up illusions about where we are. We like to
think the best about ourselves as much as possible. It takes no
effort at all to feel like I am strong, but those feelings can fail me
once put to the test. At times, that can prove embarrassing. This
is seen in the fact that the Bible warns us multiple times not to
think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think. Our
emotions, combined with our pride, make us think we are further
along than we might really be. A trial like this one can strip back
these illusions and help us see our true colors.
We can feel like we are facing a horse, but it might simply be
a footman. We haven’t faced anything like this in our lifetime,
especially as a church. We can label this a horse compared to
what we have faced in the past, but some time of reflection will
soon reveal that this is almost unquestionably a mere footman.
When the time comes that we can be imprisoned for attending a
service, we can call that a horse. Once our brothers or sisters in
Christ begin losing their lives for proclaiming Christ, we are
facing horses. COVID-19 is not a horse.
It is a footman.

REVEALING THE FUTURE
Seeing how pastors and church members handle the footman
of coronavirus lays out what we can expect when it gets really

tough. We need this clarity. The struggles we feel in adapting
because of coronavirus need to be a sobering prediction of how
we will do when the pressure is so much greater. If Christians
can’t be faithful to a livestream service or giving their offerings
to the Lord through a local church now, they’ll inevitably melt
once persecution comes. It is amazing how quickly Christians
have become so casual before God just because they are in their
living rooms instead of a church sanctuary. Other Christians have
started acting like they are no longer members of a specific
church by shopping for churches online through livestream and
forsaking their own church’s services. The point is not to forsake
other church’s livestreams; rather, it is to not forsake your own.

THINKING TIMELESSLY
A great benefit is found in adopting a timeless mindset. This
mindset has served me well in times of confusion. I am
susceptible to the pressures of today and being blinded by the
culture in which I live. However, I have found incredible wisdom
and insight in taking whatever I face and looking at it through
two additional lenses: that of the past and that of the future. This
exercise has a way of freeing me from the illusion and pressure
of today’s pressing weight. What would this have looked like 50
years ago, 100 years ago, or even 1,000 years ago? And what
could this look like 50 years in the future, 100 years in the future,
or even 500 years into the future?
Do you think coronavirus is a horse? Go back and study the
Spanish flu when the loss of children and infants was significant.
Families lost their children by the scores. Have you studied any
martyrs lately? Have you studied communist regimes of the past?
Have you thought about what our loosening of expectations will
look like in 50 years? Have you considered what your children
will do, having watched you navigate through coronavirus?
The coronavirus is definitely a hardship. This is inarguable.
However, it can also be valuable to us. We don’t need any
illusions about where we are—no illusions about whether we
have disciples or consumers. Casualties will occur through all of
this. If you become one, maybe it reveals something about you
that you didn’t want to see. Even the very struggles each of us
have felt through this can be a measurement to use in determining
areas we need to shore up. Running with footmen can weary us,
but it should also cause us to strengthen our stamina and spiritual
resolve so we aren’t devastated once the horses arrive.
They could be here sooner than we think.
- copied

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS
‘ AMERICA’S SPORTS GOD TAKING A HIT - A Gallup poll
released on September 8 shows public devotion to professional
sports has plummeted in the last year. “30 percent see the sports
industry positively, compared to 40 percent reporting a negative
image. This year’s survey illustrates a 30 percent decline from
American views on the sports industry a year ago, when the
corporate sports enjoyed a net positive 20 percent rating, with 45
percent of Americans reporting a favorable opinion compared to

25 percent who said otherwise. Gallup shows sports favorability
among Republicans sinking overwhelmingly in comparison to
Democrats, with a 46 percent drop in a positive outlook among
Republicans whereas Democrats only saw a 5 percent drop in
their favorability towards corporate sports in the last year.
Non-white Americans also dropped their support for the industry
more steeply than did white Americans”
‘ BLACK LIVES MATTER LEADERS PRACTICE
VOODOO: The following is excerpted from “Black Lives Matter
Co-Founder,” ChristianNews.net, Aug. 28, 2020:
“In an interview posted to social media, Black Lives Matter
(BLM) Co-Founder Patrisse Cullors, along with BLM Los
Angeles Co-Founder Melina Abdullah, discussed the ‘spiritual’
component of the movement, explaining the practices and
‘rituals’ performed to remember and ‘invoke’ the spirits of
deceased African Americans. ‘We speak their names … [and] you
kind of invoke that spirit, and then their spirits actually become
present with you,’ Abdullah, a professor at California State
University, stated during the discussion hosted by Fowler
Museum at UCLA. Cullors said, ‘In my tradition, you offer
things that your loved one who passed away would want, whether
it’s honey or tobacco or things like that,’ she said, referring to the
creation of an ‘ancestor altar,’ which is sometimes practiced in
African cultures.
...As previously reported, in 2018, Abdullah poured libation
and summoned the spirits of a number of deceased African
American leaders during an event at Hollywood United
Methodist Church. She instructed those gathered to declare
‘ashe’ as she made declarations and poured bottled water into a
plant. According to the website yagbeonilu.com, ‘ashe’ ... is an
‘African philosophical concept through which the Yoruba of
Nigeria conceive the power to make things happen and produce
change.’ ... Abdullah said during her recent interview with
Cullors, ‘When we first started, I remember us going to the ocean
and doing these rituals and really feeding our spirit.’ ... As
previously reported, Black Lives Matter was formed by Cullors,
Alicia Garza and Opal Tometi in 2013 in response to the acquittal
of George Zimmerman in the shooting death of teenager Trayvon
Martin. Cullors is a self-described ‘queer’; Garza identifies as
lesbian; and Tometi is a self-described feminist.
... the BLM site’s ‘What We Believe’ page also outlines, ‘We
foster a queer affirming network. When we gather, we do so with
the intention of freeing ourselves from the tight grip of
heteronormative thinking, or rather, the belief that all in the world
are heterosexual (unless s/he or they disclose otherwise).’” ÷
“There shall not be found among you any one that maketh
his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth
divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a
witch, Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a
wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an
abomination unto the LORD: and because of these
abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from
before thee” (Deuteronomy 18:10-12).

