NURSERY MINISTRY WORKERS FOR THIS WEEK

10:50 a.m. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1: Volunteer Needed!
Cradle Roll 2: Volunteer Needed!

6:30 p.m. Service ---------- Cradle Roll 1: Volunteer Needed!
Cradle Roll 2: Volunteer Needed!

Wed. Evening Service ----- Cradle Roll 1: Shirley White

Cradle Roll 2: Volunteer Needed!

AND THE PEOPLE CAME...
Week of December 23, 2018

Sunday School 17
Sunday Morning Service 41
Sunday Evening Service 31
Wed. Eve. Service, 12/26/18 13

AND THE PEOPLE GAVE...
- Week of December 23, 2018 -

Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 1,536.75
Love offering, pastor’s family -------=-=-==-zcmceumee $ 125.00
Total Received for Week of 12/2518: $ 1,661.75

- Week of December 16, 2018 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 312.00
Total Received for Week of 12/16/18: $  312.00

- Week of December 9, 2018 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 1,345.16
Total Received for Week of 12/09/18: $ 1,345.16

- Week of December 2, 2018 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 1,075.09
Total Received for Week of 12/02/18: $ 1,075.09

- Week of November 25, 2018 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ------------------=---- $  622.00
Total Received for Week of 11/25/18: $  622.00

- Week of November 18, 2018 -
Undesignated Tithes & Offerings ----------------------- $ 2015.26
Total Received for Week of 11/18/18: $ 2,015.26

Average amount of Undesignated Offerings

needed to operate the church EACH WEEK,
as a minimum = $ 1,400.00

LISTEN 70 -
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WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED

1. Admit that you are a sinner.

2. Admit that God says all sins must be
paid for.

3. Accept the fact that Christ took wupon
Himself the suffering necessary to pay for all
your sins.

4. You must change your mind about sin and
sinning (God calls this repentance).

5. By an act of your will, accept by faith
the Lord Jesus Christ, who can save you from
the penalty of sin. Then, tell God about this in a
simple prayer. Believe that God keeps His
promise to save you, and thank Him for His
salvation.

- Please Remember To

P

€9 Be Faithful to Give!

As with everything else, the costs of keeping a church
going never go down - they always go up. Bills wait for no
one, and churches are no exception to this. An extra,
sacrificial gift today by everyone present would go a long
way...

We encourage all of our membership to practice
obedience to God by being faithful every payday to give
back to Him His tithe (10%). If every family in our church
would practice this one simple discipline, we would never
have weeks where we have to put off paying some bills until
the following week!

Everything is expensive, especially for a small church
like ours, but ours is a BIG God, and He LOVES to bless
His children when they are obedient to Him!

If you are already a tither, we thank you, and encourage
you to also give offerings as well. If you’re currently not
tithing, won’t you please start today - OK? Thank you.
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John Wesley's Prayer for the New Year -

Each year, John Wesley - the founder of Methodism - would begin the New Year with a "Covenant Service." The heart of the
service, focused in the Covenant Prayer, requires persons to commit themselves to God. Scriptures read at this service included
Deuteronomy 31: 9-13, Jeremiah 31: 31-34, Psalm 50, and John 15: 1-8. The Prayer of Invitation from this service is as
follows:

Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants. Give yourselves to him,
that you may belong to him. Christ has many services to be done. Some
are more easy and honorable, others are more difficult and disgraceful.
Some are suitable to our inclinations and interests, others are contrary to
both. In some we may please Christ and please ourselves. But then there
are other works where we cannot please Christ except by denying
ourselves. It is necessary, therefore, that we consider what it means to be
a servant of Christ. Let us, therefore, go to Christ, and pray:

Let me be your servant, under your command. I will no longer be my own. I will give
up myself to your will in all things.

Lord, make me what you will. I put myself fully into your hands: put me to doing, put
me to suffering, let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, let me be full, let me be
empty, let me have all things, let me have nothing.

I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal.

I do here covenant with you, O Christ, to take my lot with you as it may fall.
Through your grace I promise that neither life nor death shall part me from you.
I make this covenant with you, O God, without guile or reservation.

If any falsehood should be in it, guide me and help me to set it aright.

Mighty God, let this covenant I have made on earth be ratified in heaven

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Amen.
- John Wesley, circa 1780



FIVE SIGNS
OF A FALSE
GOSPEL

The Gospel, or “good news,” is essentially the revelation of Jesus
Christ to the world for the purpose of reconciling God’s people
to Himself. Sadly, there is much perversity masquerading as the
gospel, yet it’s designed to lead man away from the truth, and
into a false sense of relationship with the Creator. Many cults and
false religions have arisen contrary to the faith that was once for
all delivered to the saints (Jude 1:3), but there are far more subtle
attacks on the biblical gospel that, in many cases, go unnoticed,
and are poisoning the church today. Let’s review 5 telling marks
that a gospel being preached is false.

AFALSE

GOSPEL

“I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called

you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is

not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ” (Galatians 1:6-7).

1. A False Gospel Is One That Exalts Man -

This may sound like an obvious one, but sadly, so many
preachers today preach a gospel that exalts man. Arminianism
(which teaches, among other things, that a person can be lost after
having been saved) is perhaps the most notorious of these. Man
is said, contrary to Scripture, to have within himself some level
of “goodness” to be able to “choose” God. Scripture teaches that
man cannot choose God (Romans 3:11) because we are dead in
our trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1).

Others may teach that God has chosen to save man, not
solely according to the purposes of His own will (Eph 1:11), but
because of some inherent value in us. Sure, we have some value
to God-we are created in His image. We were also created to
glorify Him. But Scripture clearly teaches that it is not because of
any value or goodness in us that God has chosen to save us, he
chose to save us to display His own glory (Romans 9:23).

This mark of a false gospel places our hope in something
false—a hope in something other than Christ alone. It places our
hope in something within ourselves, and God will not share His
glory with any other.

2. A False Gospel Is One That Teaches That You Are
Saved from Temporal Afflictions -

This is mostly found in the Prosperity, Health and Wealth,
and Word of Faith movements. Essentially, it teaches that when
you are saved, you no longer have to suffer from worldly
calamities such as poverty, sickness, and disease. Further, it
teaches that if you do suffer from these things, that your faith
simply isn’t strong enough. Often, your level of faith is

purportedly reflected in how much money you give to the
organization propagating this false teaching.

This teaching can certainly lead people astray, giving some
who are not truly born again a false sense of security in practices
such as tithing and seed-faith offering. Once again, Christ as the
sole object of our faith is diminished and our faith is placed in our
good works and is evidenced by our prosperity.

The apostle Paul teaches worldly struggles are not only
likely but that God uses them for His glory, in which our purpose
is to glorify God.

“And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for
my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore
will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for
Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.” (II
Corinthians 2:10-11).

3. A FALSE GOSPEL IS ONE WHERE THE
EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON THE HOLY SPIRIT
MORE THAN JESUS CHRIST -

Many charismatic churches teach a gospel that emphasizes
the work of the Holy Spirit more than the work of Christ.
Certainly, the Holy Spirit, equal with the Father and Christ, is
worthy of our acknowledgment., but the Work of the Holy Spirit
is always to point to Christ and not to Himself (John 16:14-15).
Yet, these charismatic churches, in many ways, teach that the
Holy Spirit is the primary end of our salvation and that it is
manifested through signs and wonders performed by those who
have “received Him.” This often results in aberrant teachings
such as that speaking in tongues is a necessary evidence of
salvation.

Jesus Christ, however, is the primary ends of our salvation.
As stated in II Corinthians 2:10-11 above, His grace is sufficient.
Seeking for signs and wonders, Christ said, is evidence of a
wicked and adulterous people (Matthew 16:4).

“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given
him a name which is above every name: That at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father” (Philippians 2:9-11).

4. A False Gospel Is One That Is Attractive to the
World -

Another sign that a gospel being preached is false is that it
is attractive to the world. Many false gospels contain half-truths
and, even in some ways, may sound very much like the gospel.
But the world is impatient with the inward work of regeneration
and sanctification through Christ. They seek fulfillment through
entertainment and other carnal means which give them a false
impression of their own piety. The message of Christ’s bloody

death on the cross and his endurance of God’s wrath is watered
down to the point that it is meaningless, while rock bands, laser
light shows, and music devoid of any theological substance are
echoed throughout the churches that teach this way. In other
words, if the world is not offended by the gospel message being
preached, it is false.

Scripture teaches that Christ is offensive, even calling Him
the “rock of offense” (I Peter 2:8), and that the gospel is foolish
to the world.

“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power
of God” (I Corinthians 1:18).

5. A False Gospel Is One That Is Not Derived from
Scripture -

Many false churches teach that Scripture is insufficient to
receive the knowledge of the grace of God. This is most prevalent
in the Roman Catholic and “Orthodox” churches. Most cults have
some form of this aberrant teaching as well, however, there are
plenty of other churches -
“evangelical churches” -
that have strayed from the
doctrine of Sola Scriptura
(Scripture Alone) as well.
We have seen in recent
years pastors like Andy
Stanley stray away from
the authority of Scripture
as well. This opens the
door to all sorts of error,
most of it significant and
eternally damning. WA
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righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
works” (II Timothy 3:16-17).

Yet, false gospels that are not derived from Scripture always
end up being a teaching that is contrary to the biblical gospel. It
always ends up being a gospel of meritorious works as opposed
to grace, or a gospel of some other (co)savior and (co)redeemer
as opposed to Christ alone. It always minimizes the exclusivity of
Christ as the only Lord and gives many a false hope in other
beliefs and religions.

It is Christ alone who saves and it is Christ alone who is King.
If your church is teaching another gospel or if you notice any of
these signs of a false gospel in your church, it may be time to
move. Don’t just sit there and put up with it.

“For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we
have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have
not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye
might well bear with him” (II Corinthians 11:4).
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